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How did we get where we are today?
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Where do we go from here?



How did we get where we are 
today?

• Formed Inter-departmental Green Building 
Team task group

• Investigated various Green programs
• Sought expertise from other jurisdictions 

who already had programs
• Asked builders what they would like to see
• Developed an action plan for our own 

program
• Received “green” light from City Council



Green Building Team

• Planning and Community Development:
– David Barnes (Project Lead)
– Stacy Clauson
– Scott Guter

• Public Works:
– Stacey Rush

• Fire & Building:
– Tom Jensen



Investigated various 
Green programs

• BuiltGreen program offered by the Master 
Builders Association of King and 
Snohomish Counties – Aaron Adelstein

• LEED for Homes program offered by the 
US Green Building Council – Marni Kahn

• ENERGY STAR Homes Northwest 
Certification – Alistair Jackson

http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=147#v1.72


Sought expertise from other 
jurisdictions with programs

• City of Issaquah – Resource Conservation 
Office –David Fujimoto

• King County – Solid Waste Division –
Green Building – Cynthia Moffit, Patti 
Southard, Katie Spataro

• GreenTools for governments:
• www.metrokc.gov/dnrp/swd/greenbuilding/

toolkit/pages/governments.html



Asked builders what they 
would like to see

• Held a builders forum to get input as to 
what actions we could take to encourage 
more builders to go greener:

• Technical advice and education
• Permit incentives in money and time
• Possible regulatory trade-offs



Developed an action plan 
for our own program

• Phase I: Pilot Program

• Phase II. Basic Program

• Phase III. Expanded Program



Received “green” light 
from City Council

• Agree with approach & phasing
(Phase I – Pilot program and permit priority.)

• Consider funding during Mid-Biennial 
Budget Review

• Evaluate program and consider additional 
phases during 2009-2010 budget.



Phase I: Pilot Program

• Elements
– Priority permit processing for new single 

family residences
– Technical advisor training/certification
– Limited public outreach to builders, 

developers and homeowners
– Green builders recognition program



Phase I: Pilot Program

• Benefits
– Establishes a program to further the 

sustainable development and carbon 
reduction goals of City

– Allows staff to become LEED certified 
professionals

– Recognizes and rewards green builders



How does our program work?



Priority plan review

• Achieve minimum 4 Star Built Green or
• Minimum Silver LEED for Homes and
• Energy Star Homes Northwest rating

• Receive expedited plan review for free
• Similar to Third Party Review process
• Monetary penalty for failure to certify  



Application/authorization form



Additional requirements

• A completed Built Green (4 Star) or
• LEED for Homes (Silver) checklist, and
• A copy of a signed contract with a third 

party verifier approved under the program



Third party verifier contract 
to include

• preliminary rating services
• construction inspection services and 
• a final inspection and certification with
• confirmation of Energy Star Homes or 

equivalent



Built Green checklist



LEED for Homes checklist



Third party verifier contract



Monetary penalty for 
failure to get certified

• Failure to achieve the required minimum 
certification level will result in a fee equal 
to 50% of the building permit fee charged 
to the applicant to offset any overtime 
and/or consultant costs to the City.  In this 
event, I hereby agree to pay $__________ 
due prior to final inspection. 



Example

• $400k home will pay $2600.00 building permit 
fee x 50% = $1300.00

• This amount is added after issuance as a fee 
due with a HOLD on final inspection to verify 
certification 

• Cost of certification through a third party 
consultant verification contract = $750.00



Where do we go from here?

– Expand priority permit processing 
beyond new single family residences

– Attain technical advisor training and 
certification

– Provide limited public outreach to 
builders, developers and homeowners

– Institute a Green builders recognition 
program



Special notes

• Special thanks to Suzanne McCauley for 
organizing this seminar sustainably:
– Use of porcelain mugs and water pitchers to reduce 

waste and eliminate water bottles
– Site brewed coffee to eliminate disposable coffee 

dispensers and the gas to go pick them up

• Presentation slides available at:
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/Community/Kirkland_Green

/Green_Building.htm

http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/Community/
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