
Urban Forestry Strategic 
Management Plan 
Towards a Healthy, Sustainable Urban Forest

Kirkland’s urban forest consists of trees 
in woodlands, parks, yards, in public 
spaces and along streets. Trees affect 
the air and water where we live and the 
desirability of our neighborhoods and 
downtown. 
Recognizing the value and public bene-
fits of trees, the City developed an Urban 
Forestry Strategic Management Plan to 
establish a foundation for well-coordi-
nated, consistent, efficient, and sustain-
able urban forest management.

The decisions 
we make now 

determine how well 
or poorly the urban 
forest functions in 
the future. 

Public feedback was sought during the 
development of this Plan to ensure that 
the City’s efforts are aligned with the 
community’s expectations. Some of the 
key strategies to implement the plan in-
clude:
• Inventorying public tree in high-priori-

ty parks and rights-of-way.
• Hosting free workshops on the City’s 

tree codes and permitting procedures.
• Replacing previously-removed right-

of-way trees.
• Updating Green Kirkland Partnership’s 

20-Year Forest and Natural Area Res-
toration Plan

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

• What do you think a healthy urban for-
est looks like?

KEY FACTS:
•	Kirkland’s	tree	canopy	coverage	is	assessed	at	40%

•	There	are	approximately	30,000	trees	located	in	
Kirkland’s	rights-of-way

•	The	Urban	Forest	Strategic	Management	Plan	was	
approved	by	City	Council	in	July,	2013

•	In	July	2014,	the	first	Annual	Report	was	provided	to	
City	Council,	outlining	progress	towards	Plan	goals.


