YOUR VOICH Highlands, Market, Moss Bay, & Norkirk

YOUR VISION.

YOUR FUTURE. Meeting Summary
January 30, 2014

KIRKLAND m ’ Neighborhood Planning Workshop #2
L

Background

The City of Kirkland is hosting a series of four neighborhood planning workshops during the months of
January and February. These workshops are designed to help neighborhoods identify issues with their
existing plans (or principles for new plans) as part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan update process. The
City hosted the second workshop on January 30, 2014 at Kirkland City Hall (123 5th Ave) from 6:00 to
8:30 pm. The neighborhoods at this second meeting included Highlands, Market, Moss Bay, and Norkirk.
These neighborhoods share common boundaries and business districts. Approximately 60 people
attended the workshop. Prior to the workshop, neighbors were encouraged to read their neighborhood
plans and come prepared with questions and suggestions.

Welcome & introduction

Penny Mabie (facilitator) welcomed attendees to the meeting, reviewed the agenda, and discussed the
format of the workshop. She noted that the purpose of the meeting was to give neighbors the
opportunity to review their existing neighborhood plans and identify potential changes they would like
to see before the plans are integrated into the updated Comprehensive Plan. Penny explained that
following the full group session, there would be four focused break-out sessions organized by
neighborhood.

Penny then introduced Jon Pascal (Planning Commission Chair for the City of Kirkland) who would be
providing additional information about the purpose of the workshops as well as the Planning
Commission’s role in the workshops. The Planning Commission is a group of volunteers tasked to deliver
an updated Comprehensive Plan for the Kirkland City Council’s consideration. Then building on Penny’s
introduction, Jon reiterated the purpose of the workshops is to explore neighbors’ input and feedback
about their neighborhood plans in the context of the City’s Comprehensive Plan update. Jon asked how
many attendees had read their neighborhood plans and a number of participants raised their hands. Jon
used this opportunity to get attendees thinking about what was missing from their neighborhood plans,
what was great about their neighborhoods, and what they thought their neighborhoods needed. With
these questions in mind, Jon reminded the audience about the value of their input.

Presentation
Penny introduced Eric Shields (City of Kirkland, Director of Planning). Eric gave a PowerPoint
presentation that outlined the following:

e Background and purpose of the City’s Comprehensive Plan update.

e Elements included in the Comprehensive Plan and how they affect urban development
decisions, levels of service for public facilities, and zoning and development regulations.

e How the Comprehensive Plan integrates with Neighborhood plans and regulations.
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e How the Comprehensive Plan evolves over time as a result of updates every eight years and
annual planning and zoning amendments. The Planning Commission oversees this process and
there are many opportunities for public involvement.

e The City of Kirkland’s growth targets in relation to other cities in the region. The graphic
displayed how growth targets for each city are based on a hierarchy of growth centers located in
each city.

e  Future 2035 growth targets for housing and employment, including 8,360 housing units and
22,430 jobs. Kirkland is also projected to experience an increase in population of 13,000 people
to 94,000 by 2035. Kirkland has enough capacity with current zoning to meet both the housing
and jobs growth targets.

e Questions related to the above targets and population growth:
0 What is our community image?
0 Where should new growth occur?
0 What types of jobs and businesses do we want?
0 How will we move from here to there? What are our future transportation options?
0 What kind of housing will we plan for?
e The ongoing process to evaluate the existing City-wide Vision statement and Framework goals.

e Major themes gleaned from the Visioning process. Kirkland residents envision their city to be
Green, Walkable, Vibrant, Livable, Sustainable, Accessible, Sustainable, Friendly, and Healthy.

e Whatisin a neighborhood plan? Most neighborhood plans include a vision statement, specific
goals, and policies related to topics ranging from historical context to urban design.

e How neighborhood plans fit into the Comprehensive Plan by planning for issues unique to
neighborhoods such as transition areas, redevelopment sites, and pedestrian trails or other
capital improvements.

e The neighborhood plan update process, which includes the first set of meetings in January and
February 2014, are designed to engage neighborhoods and assess their plans. The second set of
meetings in May and June 2014 are designed to report the results of the first set of meetings.

e Next steps include asking neighbors to attend Community Planning Day on April 26, 2014; the
second set of neighborhood meetings in May and June 2014; opportunities to engage with
various Planning Commission studies in 2014; and other ways for community members to stay
involved in the Comprehensive Plan update.

Question and answer session
Comments and questions covered a range of topics, and are provided below. Answers to questions by
City staff are noted in italics.
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The ratio of employment to housing in growth targets seems higher for Kirkland than other cities, why is
that?

The City of Kirkland does not know the answer to that question.

Who sets the growth targets?

Growth targets are set by the King County Council and ratified by a super majority of cities in
King County.

Why are we planning for 2035 as opposed to addressing immediate needs?

The purpose of these workshops is to prepare us for 2035 but if immediate changes are needed,
we will consider those as well.

I’'m concerned about commercial land uses being converted to residential because Kirkland needs more
businesses. Why does the City Council feel Kirkland is a residential city?

That is a great question to discuss within the neighborhood groups.

Is there an update on Park Place?

Park Place was recently sold to Prudential Insurance which is now the sole owner of the property.
They have informed us that they are taking some time to think about what to do with the
property. There’s an existing approved Master Plan which is the binding document that outlines
Park Place’s approved uses. If Prudential decides they want to do something different than what
is in the current plan, they will have to discuss that with the City and look to develop a new
Master Plan for the property.

Did City policies contribute to TouchStone’s decision to sell Park Place to Prudential Insurance?

As far as we know, the approved Master Plan for Park Place was in accordance with
TouchStone’s development desires.

The audience then broke up into their respective break-out session groups to have neighborhood-
specific discussions.
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Highlands Neighborhood break-out session
Dennis Sandstrom (Facilitator)
Eric Shields (City of Kirkland, Director of Planning)

The facilitator welcomed the group, went over ground rules and had everyone introduce themselves.
The facilitator then led the group in a discussion about neighborhood values and visioning. The City
planner then walked through the questions and concerns sent in advance of the meeting by
neighborhood leaders (see below), and provided initial responses to each. The specifics of the group’s
discussion are below:

Highlands Vision Discussion

e Physical divisions between cars and bikes

e More crosswalks and sidewalks

e Transit coupled with the Cross Kirkland Crossing
e  Multiplex movie theaters and shops

e Indoor sports complexes

e Cottages, affordable housing, cafés and business districts with small shops (maybe in the south
end of Kirkland)

Plan Updates Discussion

e Concerned about habitat loss

e Concerned about I-405 noise

e Need more local transit options to connect to the regional transit system
e Need more dog parks

e Keep parks

Email comments were also received

e Email Comment: The Highlands Board respectfully requests city responses to the following
guestions regarding our comprehensive plan.

Note: The comp plan document was adopted prior to acquisition of the CKC. The document
should be updated to reflect that the corridor is no longer a railroad, and is now owned by the
city.

Policy H-1.1: Provide markers and interpretive information at historic sites.
Who pays for this?
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Where can we find the Kirkland Heritage Society inventory that was done in 19997?

Policy H-2.1: Undertake measures to protect stream buffers and the ecological functions of
streams, lakes, wetlands, and wildlife corridors and promote fish passage.
How should the neighborhood proceed in doing this? What exactly should we do?

The feasibility of relocating the stream out of the railroad ditches upstream of Peter Kirk
Elementary school and moving it farther away from the railroad into a more natural channel
with native vegetation and reintroduction of cutthroat trout into the stream are opportunities
worth investigating.

Can this be incorporated into the CKC master plan?

Policy H-2.2: Develop viewpoints and interpretive information where appropriate on property
around streams and wetlands if protection of the natural features can be reasonably ensured.
When appropriate, the placement of interpretive information and viewpoints will be determined
at time of development on private property or through public efforts on City-owned land.

How can we learn about developments in sensitive areas? Is this item on the city permit
checklist for new developments?

Policy H-3.1: Enhance and protect the tree canopy.

We're familiar with numerous instances where tree companies have removed trees without
asking whether the property owner has a permit. Has the city considered requiring tree
companies to verify that the property owner has a permit, and to fine the tree company if they
don’t comply? It’s easier to train a few tree companies than it is to ensure that all Kirkland
residents know about the tree rules.

Ivy is killing many neighborhood trees. Holly is also a problem. The neighborhood wants to
encourage people to remove holly and ivy. Our requests would carry more weight if they came
from the city, either via a letter on city letterhead, or a city policy. Who can we work with to
discuss such an initiative?

Policy H-3.2: Encourage the preservation and proper management of trees adjoining 1-405 and
the railroad.

Change “railroad” to Cross Kirkland Corridor.

How can we influence trees on the 405 corridor? Is this a city role or a neighborhood role?

Policy H-4.1: Encourage clustered development on slopes with high or moderate landslide or
erosion hazards.

Is this city policy? Is it embedded in zoning codes? Is the neighborhood responsible for keeping
an eye on this?
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Goal H-6: Promote and retain the residential character of the neighborhood and encourage a
variety of housing styles and types to serve a diverse population.

We are concerned about the decreasing availability of affordable housing, as older homes are
replaced by large, expensive ones. How can the city and the neighborhood encourage affordable
housing?

Policy H-6.2: Allow innovative residential development styles when specific public benefits are
demonstrated.
What does this specifically mean? (Cottage housing? Other?)

Policy H-6.3: Encourage medium-density multifamily development as a transition between
low-density residential areas in Highlands and more intensive land use development to the
west and south of the neighborhood.

This does not appear to be reflected in the zoning for the west side of our neighborhood. Does
this make sense along the CKC?

Policy H-10.1: Enhance and maintain pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure within the
Highlands neighborhood, especially on routes to schools and activity nodes.

Who pays for this and decides priorities? The pedestrian walkway on 112th Ave NE at NE 87th
St. was built with neighborhood grant money some years ago. It is not being maintained (many
of the reflectors that separate pedestrians from cars are missing). We believe this walkway is an
essential route to downtown (an “activity node”). It’s also a primary connector to the CKC. How
can we get funding to replace the reflectors?

Figure H-8 Highlands Pedestrian System This map needs to be updated to reflect current trails
and walkways. Who can update it?

Policy H-11.1: Explore the possibility of a neighborhood gathering place.
What is the status of the Spinney Park master plan? Is there a picnic shelter in the plan?

Policy H-12.1: Provide enhanced emergency service (fire and police) through possible access
across the railroad right-of-way at 111th Avenue NE to improve response time.
Is this still on the table? Why must there be two teams on site?

Policy H-16.1: Establish building and site design standards that apply to all new, expanded, or
remodeled multifamily buildings consistent with City-wide policies.

How can we get input into these standards? The new homes at 11417 NE 87th St are massive.
So are the new (single family) homes at 9412 112th Ave NE.

Why is this policy for multi-family only? Should it apply to all home construction?
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e Email Comment:

| was sent a list of the goals for the neighborhood | have lived in for 30 years now, and | agree
with all of them, and like this one (along with others):

Goal H-6: Promote and retain the residential character of the neighborhood and encourage
a variety of housing styles and types to serve a diverse population.

This one is not currently happening - the development that is currently occurring is all overly
large house with no yards (postage stamp yard) for only the very rich - like they are all priced in
the close to million dollar range - we are very rapidly losing our ramblers worth about $400,000
- to these mega homes - two put in the place of one, all trees wiped out to do so. and the city
says this is ok..... why???? and not the vision for this neighborhood at all. When | complained
about wiping out all affordable housing | was told apartments are the affordable housing -
really??? Nothing between million dollar houses and apartments?, really? Where does that
young family who is doing well live? they cannot get the million dollar house yet, but why
should they be in an apartment, why not the stepping block of the $400,000 little rambler that
you give permits to bulldoze down daily - when those ramblers and the 300 year old trees
located on the same lot are all gone, they are gone. Kirkland only for the very rich - or
apartment dwellers is not my vision nor a Kirkland | would want to live in. But | guess that is the
cities vision, and it is not a good one. | would like to really see goal H-6 worked on a bit

harder. How about you make the demolition permits really, really expensive and hard to get
unless the house is uninhabitable. How about that?? Slow the contractors down just a bit
anyway.

My vision for Kirkland and my neighborhood is the diverse housing - preserving the older

(smaller) ramblers for younger families (not needy if they can afford $400,000), but why should
they not have a home instead of an apartment?? My vision is a Kirkland with a mix of people
and not just the very rich, and my vision of Kirkland is the one | know - with many old growth
trees still about ( but going away at a current very fast rate, unless you the city stops this).

Thank you for considering my comments,
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Market Neighborhood break-out session
Penny Mabie (Facilitator)

Janice Coogan (City of Kirkland, Senior Planner)

The facilitator welcomed the group, went over ground rules and introduced the City planner who gave

an overview of the neighborhood plan and anticipated growth statistics. The facilitator then led the

group in a discussion about neighborhood values and visioning as well as an exercise in comparing the

current plan to their vision. The specifics of the group’s discussion are below:

Market Neighborhood Vision

Children walking safely

Small businesses

Market street corridor is a beautiful corridor with vibrant businesses
Neighborhood related businesses

No marijuana shops

Better pedestrian transition from Juanita Bay Park to Juanita Village

Existing zoning limits the long term sustainability to make Market Street more attractive
(example, the zoning that limits the building height and Horizontal Facade Requirements (HFR)
make it impossible to redevelop).

Market St. is two lanes limiting neighborhood impacts

More solar and underground power utilities

No bikes on Market Street (safety concerns with them coming down the hill)
Better maintained parks

Retain historic structures and keep homes and businesses as they currently are
A variety of architectural styles

Connected sidewalks on major streets but only where that configuration makes sense; not every
street needs a sidewalk

Keep biking prominent and better-protected on streets for peaceful co-existence
Better lighting for walking down towards Waverly Way

More roundabouts to slow down cars in the neighborhood especially on 16th Ave W and
Waverly W

Repaired sidewalks

Need a walking trail from Heritage to Juanita Park and also extend it to Juanita Beach Park
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e Fewer cars on Market Street

® Less cut-through through neighborhood streets

Neighborhood Plan Updates Discussion

e Give up on making developers build sidewalks, instead have city take responsibility for making
complete pathways and maintain, possibly through taxation

e Increase neighborhood lighting but facing downward; avoid harsh LED lighting

e New developments pay fees in lieu of sidewalk to support

e Don’t allow marijuana operations on Market Street

e Clean up brush, weeds, and change plants to be natural on west side of Heritage Park

e Revegetate the west slope of Waverly Way to lower vegetation because that would requires less
maintenance and help stabilize the slope

e Provide a stop light on 18th Avenue by the Chinese restaurant to help with traffic congestion on
Market Street. It will safely slow down traffic turning onto Market Street.

e Adiscussion about how to improve Market Street Corridor included the following points:

0 *Make sure Market Street Corridor (MSC) zoning is purposeful enough to accomplish
neighborhood goals including change the Horizontal Facade Regulations

0 MSC goals and policies seem to advance pushing businesses back off street and
screening them; but that does not seem consistent with what’s in neighborhood plan

0 Bring the buildings closer to the street with overhangs, walkways etc., Zero lot lines are
more in keeping with the historical context

0 *We like the idea of zero lot lines if it means developers will redevelop

O * Put the green buffer in the back of commercial buildings to provide transition from
commercial to residential

0 Market Street is not pedestrian friendly

0 Provide roundabouts or other traffic calming methods to slow down fast traffic
0 Commuter traffic is increasing as people try to avoid 1-405 and SR 520

0 Slow down Market Street and improve access to 1-405

0 Don’t make Market Street so slow it pushes traffic into the neighborhood

e Direct people to Cross Kirkland Corridor transit as it develops traffic
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e Provide incentives to preserve existing affordable housing, disincentivize developers interested
in building to setbacks. For example, provide more incentives for smaller ramblers and change
floor area ratios FARs that are too big

e Have higher FAR on smaller lots and lower FAR on bigger lots.
e Don’t devalue property via regulations

e *Consider a transition to allow smaller lots between commercial and residential zones
specifically along Market Street corridors

e Market Street is a priority

* Statements with asterisks were generally agreed upon by most if not all participants.
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Moss Bay Neighborhood break-out session
Daniel Brody (Facilitator)
Jeremy McMahan (City of Kirkland, Planning Supervisor)

The facilitator welcomed the group, went over ground rules and introduced the City planner who gave
an overview of the neighborhood plan and anticipated growth statistics. The facilitator then led the
group in a discussion about neighborhood values and visioning as well as an exercise in comparing the
current plan to their vision. The group discussion focused on increasing pedestrian walkability and

connectivity and encouraging more businesses and business space in Kirkland. The group indicated their

current neighborhood plan seemed able to get their neighborhood to their vision. They did suggest
several areas for the City to review the plan. The specifics of the group’s discussion are below:

Neighborhood Vision Discussion

e Ensure that parks have bathrooms

e Access to a year-round indoor swimming pool

e Wide mix of retail stores in the downtown area, such as grocery and hardware stores
e  Move big retail stores downtown so we don’t have to go to Bellevue or Redmond

e Desire to ensure that those who live in Kirkland can both shop and work in Kirkland without
having to go to other cities

e Prevent zoning that would allow for additional office space to be converted into residential
areas

e |dentify ways to encourage small/local businesses to thrive in Kirkland

e |dentify ways to encourage above average jobs, such as technology jobs, in Kirkland
e Historical buildings with defined character are listed for protection

e Increase vegetation and green areas along sidewalks

e Sidewalks are lit at night for improved pedestrian visibility

e Sidewalks are well maintained for all types of uses, including wheelchairs

e Pursue efforts to make Kirkland more sustainable

e Pedestrian safety is improved and a key consideration in planning

e Increase in gathering spaces that people can use for events, such as parks, courtyards, and
plazas

e Transit options that get us where we want to go in a sustainable way
e Increase the walking connectivity throughout neighborhood

e Provide better pedestrian corridors that are integrated with businesses
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e Accommodate livable housing and ensure affordability for living downtown

e The Cross Kirkland Corridor is paved and usable

e Maintain the character of downtown Kirkland

e Extend green areas between buildings and street with some setbacks

e  Futuristic transportation options including eco-friendly ways to get from place to place

e Increase connectivity between the lake to Park Place and provide more gathering places

o No big box stores to preserve identity

e Accommodate people who cannot afford million dollar homes, maybe without parking

e Create a business friendly climate where businesses can succeed, no anti-business government
e Better north to south and east to west pedestrian corridors

e More multi-story buildings with commercial and housing so people can walk

e Tax structure difficult for small businesses, for example the B&O tax. We need an income tax
e Can’t take 6,600 new employees in restaurants and hair salons

e More balance in providing places for businesses in business district

e Preserve character of downtown and Moss Bay

Plan Updates Discussion

e Overall the current neighborhood plan is well thought out and can get us to our vision

e We need to make sure the City lives up to the plan we’ve created — how can we make sure this
happens?

e Adjust the plan to encourage development of business/office space in the business district over
new housing developments. Perhaps a policy where sites large enough to accommodate 12,000
square feet or more are held for office development.

e Ensure proper sidewalk maintenance, especially along 6th St and pedestrian improvements on
85th

e Encourage the development of retail in association with good pedestrian paths

e Encourage the development of the Lakeshore Plaza

e Review areas where sidewalks are needed and add major pedestrian connections
e Improve sidewalk safety so they are walkable by the elderly

e Ensure the plan calls for additional community spaces (ex. Crossroads mall)
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e Add to the plan policies to ensure better access and connection to the Cross Kirkland Corridor
throughout its length, we want to see multiple access points

e Review if the plan can restrict more salons from being developed

e Address parking issues along 6th Street and buffer sidewalks

o Allow residential to increase heights without amenities and keep synergy
e Improve connectivity from Moss Bay to Cross Kirkland Corridor

Other Issues

e Kirkland needs to ensure that it has a sustainable tax structure

e The transition from Redmond to Kirkland needs to be reviewed for pedestrian and street
improvements

e Upset about the potential re-zoning in the CBD5 from office space to residential and allow
development of eight stories
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Norkirk Neighborhood break-out session
Kerri Franklin (Facilitator)
Paul Stewart (City of Kirkland, Planning and Community Development, Deputy Director)

The facilitator welcomed the group, went over ground rules and introduced the City planner who gave
an overview of the neighborhood plan and anticipated growth statistics. The facilitator then led the
group in a discussion about neighborhood values and visioning as well as an exercise in comparing the
current plan to their vision. The specifics of the group’s discussion are below:

Norkirk Vision Discussion
e Connected sidewalks

e Safe biking and walking routes

e Trees

e Small 12-foot trees

e Scenic views

e Groundwater bioswales

e Cafes people can walk to on sidewalks

e Safer connections to the Cross Kirkland Corridor

e Safe streets and neighborhoods with no vagrants

e Maintaining Canary as a historic museum near 8th Ave between 8th and 9th Street
e Vibrant businesses on Market Street

e Cafes, offices and shops

e The neighborhood “humming with life”

e Residential units on top of business units

e We do not want 10 to 20 pot shops in our neighborhood

e A new Peter Kirk elementary

e lesscars

e Light rail down Market Street

e Maintain social diversity but solve homeless problem, don’t push the problem elsewhere
e Natural features in parks

e Low fences

e Lots of walking
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e Attractive businesses in the industrial district

e Maintain neighborhood services

e Space for gardens

e P-Patches

e Llargeryards

e Parking to support Cross Kirkland Corridor

e Ingress and egress on Cross Kirkland Corridor

e Make the Cross Kirkland Corridor safe for multiple uses including pedestrians and bikes
e Preserve the historic character in our neighborhood

e Excellent maintenance of infrastructure including sidewalks, roads, and roundabouts

Neighborhood Plan Updates Discussion

e Put a theatre at Park Place

e Develop Park Place development because we use it. There’s vibrant neighborhood services
there and it’s where we shop

e Complete sidewalks on “safe walk to school routes” between 4th Avenue and 18" Avenue
e Make 19th Avenue safe
e Change zoning to preserve the daylight plains like Palo Alto

e No large houses on small lots because the foot print of the house is too big and leaves no room
for ayard

e Limit variances but be consistent

e Enforce zoning codes and regulations

e Developers can only use one exception from Floor Area Ratio (FAR)
e Protect groundwater using bioswales and rain gardens

e Provide for density for:

Businesses
Market Street (historic district)

Industrial areas

O O O O

The Canary building

e Provide for parking
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e  Promote walkability

e Social character equals a magnet that attracts density
e Provide cottage-like developments

e Improve traffic on Market Street because it’s a parking lot
e Provide better sidewalks on Market Street

e Maintain high density in high density areas

o KeepFARasis

e Develop the Cross Kirkland Corridor Plan

e Increase lighting on 7th Avenue to improve safety

e Crosswalks

e The 236 bus route should run more often

e Provide light rail on Market Street

e Provide additional transit

e Keep zoning as is with no zoning creep into neighborhoods
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