February 24, 2014

Dear Kirkland 2035 Subscriber,

Since we initiated the “Kirkland 2035: Your Voice. Your Vision. Your Future.” campaign last February,
hundreds of residents, business representatives, and community members have engaged in helping to

shape their city’s future. Current and upcoming opportunities to get involved include:

e If you were unable to attend the Neighborhood Plan sessions and would like to submit your

comments about your neighborhood plan, you can do so at www.kirklandwa.gov/nps.

e If you have ideas about the Economic Development element of the Comprehensive Plan, we'd
like to hear from you through an online survey at
http://ideasforum.kirklandwa.gov/surveys/economic-development-survey

e Save the date for Saturday, April 26, 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. for the third Planning Day where you can
see how your ideas have been incorporated into long range plans and participate in a “priority

spending” exercise.

Comments and ideas have been expressed about the Comprehensive Plan Update, Cross Kirkland

Corridor Master Plan, Transportation Master Plan, Surface Water Master Plan and the Parks, Recreation

& Open Space Plan. Public comments were incorporated into the now adopted Totem Lake Park Master
Plan and Urban Forestry Master Plan. The City has involved neighborhoods in projects funded by the
street and park levies, such as the Edith Moulton Park and Waverly Beach Park Renovation Plans and

new sidewalks, bicycle lanes and flashing crosswalks.

There is a great deal of information to report to you so we will feature updates to those long-range
plans that have had the most activity in recent months: The Comprehensive Plan Update, the Cross
Kirkland Corridor Master Plan and the update to the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space (PROS) Plan.

Comprehensive Plan Update

On February 21, 2014, the City Council received a report on what has been accomplished to-date on the

Comprehensive Plan Update including:

e The Development Capacity Analysis Report was conducted to determine if the City will meet its

20 year housing and employment growth targets allocated by the King Countywide Planning
Policies. The 20-year target for housing units is 8,361 and employment target is 22,435 jobs.
Based on existing zoning for vacant lands and redevelopment, the Capacity Analysis concludes
that the City has the development capacity to meet these targets.

e The 2013 Draft Community Profile provides baseline population, demographic, housing,
employment, land use data and historical trends for Kirkland. Key findings in the Profile come
from the 2010 U.S. Census information, State Office of Financial Management, Puget Sound




Regional Council and A Regional for Housing. Additional information is being added to the
profile with the final report to be completed by the end of March 2014.
e A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH) Housing Needs Analysis is a report for East King

County communities that includes existing housing supply, housing demand and demographic
data that will be useful for the update to the City’s Housing Element in the Comprehensive Plan.
e The Draft Vision Statement and new Guiding Principles were created from input received

during the Visioning Exercises and Neighborhood Plan discussions with members of the
community. As part of the Vision Statement update, participants were asked to describe
Kirkland in the year 2035 using one word which created a “Wordle” (or Word Cloud) that shows
the most common words used to defined the desired characteristics for Kirkland. Based upon
public input, the Planning Commission approved the draft Vision Statement and accompanying
Guiding Principles. The nine Guiding Principles fall within three categories: Livable, Sustainable,
Connected. The Guiding Principles are overarching goals that form the foundation of the goals
and policies in each Element Chapter of the Plan. NOTE: The City Council made some minor edits
to the both at its Feb. 21, 2014 retreat. Revised versions will be posted to the K2035 website
soon.

o Review of the 14 Element Chapters of the Comprehensive Plan has begun by the Planning
Commission. The Commission started its review of the Land Use chapter and will spend the
coming months reviewing other Element Chapters including the Economic Development,
Housing, Natural Environment and Transportation Elements. The overall review process is
described in the Retreat Memo (page 9).

In addition to the review of the Element Chapters, the next steps in the Comprehensive Plan Update
include:

e Consideration of comments from the Neighborhood Plan Sessions: Planning staff held the first
set of meetings with neighborhoods (by geographic areas) as an opportunity for residents and
businesses to familiarize themselves with their Neighborhood Plans and suggest updates.
Common themes heard at these meetings include: positive comments about the Cross Kirkland
Corridor, concern about traffic, desire for local business districts to provide basic daily services
and goods and be attractive, well-maintained and walkable; and that neighborhood character
should be maintained. If you were unable to attend the sessions and would like to comment on
your Neighborhood Plan, please take the online survey at www.kirklandwa.gov/nps.

Summaries will be posted to the Kirkland 2035 website in March. A second set of follow-up
meetings will be held between May and June to share what was heard and how comments can
be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan or future updates.

e Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS): The EIS will evaluate any significant

probable impacts of the revisions to the Comprehensive Plan and evaluate serveral growth
concepts. The EIS is expected to be issued in January 2015. The consulting team of Berk, Studio
3MW, The Watershed Company, and Fehr and Peers will prepare the EIS.



Cross Kirkland Corridor Master Plan

There continues to be great community excitement about the current use and future use of the Cross
Kirkland Corridor (CKC). The CKC Master Plan has four goals: Connect Kirkland, Foster a greener

Kirkland, Shape a place unique to Kirkland; and Activate Kirkland and evolve over time. The City Council
received an update on Feb. 4, 2014 and will receive another on May 20. The City Council is expected to

adopt the Master Plan in mid-June.

The Master Plan has been featured at Community Planning Days, public forums and presented to the
Transportation Commission, Planning Commission and Park Board. Informational presentations will be
given (5 & 6 p.m.) at the Feb. 27 Community Forum, 4:30-7:30 p.m., Peter Kirk Community Center.

In response to the great interest of the CKC, the City is now publishing monthly updates and hosting a

monthly “Brown Bag” series. To receive the updates, subscribe here.

Park, Recreation & Open Space Plan

The City’s 2010 Park, Recreation & Open Space (PROS) Plan is being updated to reflect the needs of the
larger Kirkland due to the annexation of Finn Hill, North Juanita and Kingsgate(also known as Evergreen

Hill). Several public meetings were held and a survey of Kirkland residents was conducted to receive
input on what citizens love about their city parks and recreation programs and how can they be
improved in the future.

The draft PROS Plan will be featured at the Feb. 27 Community Forum, 4:30-7:30 p.m., Peter Kirk
Community Center. The final draft PROS Plan is scheduled to be presented to the Park Board on April 9,

2014 and to the City Council on June 3, 2014. To receive agendas via email, subscribe from the E-

Bulletin webpage.

Other Kirkland 2035 Plans in the Works....

e Juanita Corridor Study: The purpose of the study is to evaluate existing conditions, collect input

from stakeholders and users, and analyze potential safety improvements for drivers, bicyclists
and pedestrians. The study will identify key improvements that will be included in the project
prioritization process in 2014 for the 2015-2020 Citywide Capital Improvement Program. The
City Council will receive an update on March 18, 2014.

e Transfer of Development Rights Study: This study looked at the creation of a Transfer of

Development Rights (TDR) program within the Totem Lake Urban Center. The City Council will
receive an update on March 18, 2014.
e Transportation Master Plan: The Transportation Master Plan will help prioritize future

transportation projects needed in Kirkland through the year 2035. These projects will support
safety, mobility, commerce, quality of life, and connectivity for all modes of transportation. The
City Council will receive an update on April 15, 2014.



e Surface Water Master Plan Update: This Plan identifies projects and programs that will support
long-term progress for the three overarching goals of flood reduction, water quality
improvement, and aquatic habitat protection and restoration. The City Council will receive an
update on May 6 and is expected to adopt it on June 17.

We are thankful for the level of participation from Kirkland residents and hope the following summary
captures how the community’s voice and vision are bringing Kirkland’s future more into focus.

Sincerely,

The Kirkland 2035 Team



