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A. VISION STATEMENT

Welcome to Kirkland sign

The Vision Statement is a verbal snapshot of Kirkland in
the year 20352022. It summarizes the desired character
and characteristics of our community. It is an optimistic,
affirming and aspiring vision for the community we hope
to have. It provides the ultimate goals for our community
planning and development efforts.

The Vision Statement and Guiding Principles areis an
outgrowth of a community visioning process that
occurred in 20131992 and—then—agair—r—2002. The
outreach program was called Kirkland 2035 with the
theme of “Your Voice Your Vision Your Future.” A series of conversations about the future were held at numerous
neighborhood meetings, business forums, and City boards and commissions meetings, including the Youth
Council. The City also hosted several community wide planning days and business events. The City’s web page
included interactive forums and a blog as an internet version of the visioning conversation. Over 900 people
participated in the visioning program. Participants were asked questions about key issues they thought important
for the future relating to land use, housing, transportation, economic development and environmental issues to
help guide the updates to the Comprehensive Plan. Responses were summarized into key themes.

People were also asked to write down one word to describe what they want Kirkland to be like in the next 20
years. The collection of words resulted in the following Wordle with the most common words represented in the
largest text. The Wordle and the key themes from the community conversations are the foundation for the
following 2035 Vision Statement and Guiding Principles, and for updates to the general element chapters and the
neighborhood plans.
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The Guiding Principles express the fundamental goals for guiding growth and development in Kirkland over the

20-year horizon of the Comprehensive Plan. They are based on and provide an extension of the aspirations and
values embodied in the Vision Statement. The principles address a wide range of topics and form the foundation
of the goals and policies contained in the elements of the Comprehensive Plan. They strive to make Kirkland in
2035 an attractive, vibrant and inviting place to live, work and visit.

Although all of the Guiding Principles broadly apply to all Comprehensive Plan elements, some of the principles
are more applicable to certain elements than others.
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Vision Statement KI

" | YOUR VOICE.
YOUR VISION.
YOUR FUTURE.

is one of the most livable cities in America. We are a vibrant, attractive, green and welcoming place to live, work
and play. Civic engagement, innovation and diversity are highly valued. We are respectful, fair, and inclusive.
We honor our rich heritage while embracing the future. Safe, walkable, bikeable and friendly neighborhoods
are connected to each other and to thriving mixed use activity centers, schools, parks and our scenic waterfront.
Convenient transit service provides a viable alternative to driving. Diverse and affordable housing is available
throughout the city. Kirkland strives to be a model, sustainable city that values preserving and enhancing our
natural environment for our enjoyment and future generations.

Guiding Principles

Quality of life: safe and well-maintained neighborhoods with convenient access to parks,
recreational facilities, the waterfront, community gathering places, excellent schools, and
nearby services.

Diverse and Affordable: neighborhoods containing homes and businesses for a variety of
incomes, ages and life styles.

Community Design: High quality and attractive architectural design and landscaping, and
preservation of historic buildings and sites.

Ecological: natural systems and built structures that protect and enhance habitats, create a
healthy environment, address climate change and promote energy efficiency.

Economic: a vibrant economy offering choices in living wage jobs, businesses, services and
entertainment throughout the community.

Social: health and human services that fulfill the basic needs of all people without regard to
income, age, race, gender or ability.

Sense of Community: community involvement in government, schools, civic events and
volunteer activities creating a sense of belonging through shared values.

Accessible: safe, well maintained and extensive systems of roads, bicycle routes, pedestrian
paths, and transit corridors for all users that interconnect neighborhoods and connect to the
region.

Technology: reliable, efficient and complete systems for residents and businesses to be
connected, informed and involved.

www.kirklandwa.gov|kirkland2035
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Public art in Downtown Kirkland
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