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Goals for Tonight
• To gather stakeholder input to guide the Kirkland 
City Council in its recommendations for a 2016 
Sound Transit 3 Ballot Measure.

• To inform stakeholders about the issues and how 
to engage with decision makers.



Presentation Outline
 A Dialog to Identify Stakeholders’ Desired 
Outcomes
 The Cross Kirkland Corridor: Many things to many 
stakeholders
 Background on Sound Transit
 ST3 Projects under consideration
Questions and Answers
Next Steps
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2014 Citizen Survey Results



What are we trying to accomplish 
as a community?
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History of the Cross Kirkland 
Corridor
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Kirkland’s ERC Interest 
Statement

“Ultimately, the City’s 
interests would be met by 
implementing a 
welcoming, 
transportation–oriented 
facility for pedestrians and 
bicyclists, coupled with a 
high capacity transit 
system that connects 
Kirkland to the region.”

- Kirkland ERC 
Interest Statement –
Approved April 19, 2011



Sound Transit easement

“This (HCT) Easement is intended to be perpetual and 
Sound Transit shall have the right to determine the precise 
location of the Easement Areas…”

“The (HCT) Easement granted hereby shall have priority 
over any and…encumbrances…or other interests in the 
Property granted after (the easement recording date)…”
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Extensive stakeholder 
input and outreach 
shaped the CKC Master 
plan:
Kirkland Residents

Kirkland Businesses
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The CKC: 
Many things to many stakeholders
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Background on ERC/CKC :

Trail and 
Transit
 A multiuse trail for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and transit is central to 
vision 
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ECOLOGY
• Enhance ecology while enhancing the 

human experience.



EVENTS
• Major gathering spaces along the corridor
• Opportunities for art and performance
• Iconic, signature moments



EDDIES

• Secondary elements and events
• Places for pause and escape
• Subtle discoveries that enrich the space



ACTIVITIES
• Add interest and create buzz to compliment 

permanent corridor elements



ART
• Enriches the whole corridor
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How do we get to better mobility?
Transit is key to mitigating traffic congestion!

“The Kirkland Crawl” 
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Current traffic congestion



Who are the commuters?
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Strategies to Mitigate Gridlock

• Pedestrian Connectivity
• Bicycle Networks
• Motor Vehicle Traffic Management: 
Intelligent Transportation System

• Transit
• High Capacity Transit in Kirkland 
is Key to Success
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Transportation Master Plan –
Multimodal Approach



Strategies to Mitigate Gridlock
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Transportation 
Master Plan –
Multimodal 
Approach
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Stakeholders 
who have 
asked us to 
improve 
traffic 
congestion:



Who are our stakeholders?
Kirkland residents
Kirkland business owners and employees
Visitors
Commuters
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Seattle  transit blog Kirkland greenways



Growth Targets

State Growth Management Act requires cities to set targets 
for growth.

Kirkland works with other cities in King County to set these 
targets.

Puget Sound Regional Council will check our plan to ensure 
we’ve met these goals.
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Can we build our way out of 
congestion?
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The CKC:  
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• A Segment of the 42‐Mile ERC

• Part of a Regional 
Transportation Corridor

• Regional policy: HCT on the 
ERC.



Current Jobs and Housing near 
the CKC

Currently within 2,000 feet 
of the CKC:

•more than 1,800 businesses
• over 18,000 employees

The CKC directly connects 8 of 
13 neighborhoods:

• Over 25,000 residents live within 
a ½ mile of the corridor. 



Growth in Totem Lake
Existing
Employees: 16,735
Housing Units: 3,024

Projected
Employees: 37,531
Housing Units: 9,227

2035 Growth Totals
Employees:  54,266
Housing Units:  12,241

Source: Kirkland GIS
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Growth in Downtown/ 6th Street

Park Place 
• 1.1 Million Sq/ft complex
• >3,000 new employees
• 250‐300 new housing units

Google Campus
• 6th Street Connector
• 180,000 sq/ft complex
• > 2,000 new employees
• Zoned for +3,000 jobs

Source: Kirkland GIS

31



South Kirkland P&R

TOD
• 7,000 sq/ft retail
• > 242 housing units
• 532‐stall parking garage
• 2.1 miles to Wilburton Station

Source: Kirkland GIS
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Our Transit Partners
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 Sound Transit:
 Operates express bus, commuter rail and 
light rail service
 Focused on serving regional housing and 
employment centers

Metro Transit provides bus service 
throughout King County
 Planning for Sound Transit 3 and King 
County Long Range Plan currently 
underway



What is Sound Transit 3?
 Third round of regional investments.

 Guided by the ST Long Range Plan. 

 To address growth and congestion.

 3 candidate  projects in Kirkland. 

 Targeting November 2016 election.

 Integrated with Metro Long‐Range Plan.
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How can ST3 help Kirkland?
Transit is key to reducing congestion!

Current traffic congestion
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What is the Metro/ST3 Coordinated Timeline?

36



ST 3 Process
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What are the Major ST3 Candidate Projects for 
Kirkland?

E‐02: I‐405 Bus Rapid Transit 
E‐03: Light Rail from Totem Lake to Issaquah 
via Bellevue
E‐06: Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) from Totem 
Lake to Bellevue Via Downtown Kirkland 
along the CKC
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What is Bus Rapid Transit?
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 Is toolbox to make buses better, faster and more reliable including:
 Special vehicles (high‐quality, improved circulation, electric)
 Exclusive lanes/bus
 Full‐featured stations
 Frequent service with fewer stops

 Used in cities across the US and world, each unique to local context

 Can integrate well with multi‐modal corridor

 Provides flexibility for future needs, routing and technologies

 Can be built according to CKC Master Plan vision.



Eugene EmX
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By Wolfham Burner (https://flic.kr/p/9AQuwp)



Cambridge Busway
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By Ed Webster (https://flic.kr/p/c3dPeN)



Proterra Bus
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Transit on the CKC
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E‐02: I‐405 Bus Rapid 
Transit
 Lynnwood to SeaTac/Burien via:
 I‐405 (primarily in HOV/HOT lanes)
 Downtown Bellevue
 SR 518, International Boulevard, I‐5

 Includes provisions for improved 
connections to cities along route

 Could include “in‐line” stations at:

 Could include transit 
improvements between I‐405 and 
Downtown Kirkland such as bus 
lanes

 Example Trip: Downtown Kirkland  
to Downtown Bellevue

 Travel times under development
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To/From Redmond

To/From Lynnwood

To/From SeaTac/Burien

NE 85th Street

ParMac

Downtown 
Kirkland

Kingsgate P&R (Existing)

Downtown 
Bellevue
(Existing)



Example: In‐Line Station
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Lower cost example: BRT on highway flyover above
NE 85th Street ‐cross‐section

CONCEPT – FOR ST3 TEMPLATE
COST ESTIMATING ONLY



To/From
Juanita

To/From Woodinville/Bothell

To/From Seattle

South Kirkland P&R

Houghton/6th Street

ParMac

Kingsgate P&R or TC

Downtown Kirkland

Downtown Bellevue
(Transfer to Issaquah, 
Seattle via East Link)

E‐06: Bus Rapid Transit 
from Totem Lake to 
Downtown Bellevue
 Via:
 Eastside Rail Corridor (CKC)
 Surface streets with transit priority

 Primarily exclusive running way

 6 to 8 stations in Kirkland

 Could also include Metro service 
to/from Seattle

 ~24‐36 foot width on east side of 
corridor
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Wilburton Station
(Transfer to Redmond)

Totem Lake

Spring District

Crestwood/Highlands/Norkirk
(Potential)

Carillon (Potential)

To/From Issaquah



BRT on the ERC
Order of Magnitude Costs

Construction of Kirkland Segment – ~$140 million

Construction of Bellevue Segment – ~$70 million
◦ (assumes at‐grade alignment, excludes 
NE 6th Street)

Preliminary Engineering, Engineering, 
Permitting, Environmental Compliance,                                           
Overhead – ~$80 million

Vehicles – TBD

Operations/Service – TDB

Partial Total – ~ $290+ million (2015 dollars)
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New or Improved 
Kirkland Service
 High‐quality multi‐use trail and 
other CKC Master Plan elements

 Kirkland scale system

 Service to/from:
 Totem Lake to Downtown Bellevue
 Juanita to Seattle
 I‐405 Woodinville/Bothell to Seattle
 Issaquah/Bellevue to Seattle
 I‐405 BRT 

 Potential innovative solutions 
could include Greenroads®, electric 
buses, buses with door on both 
side, fully enclosed stations, etc.
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To Juanita

To Woodinville/Bothell

To Seattle

South Kirkland P&R

Houghton/6th Street Corridor

ParMac

Kingsgate P&R or TC

Downtown Kirkland

Downtown Bellevue

Wilburton Station

Totem Lake

Spring District

Crestwood/Highlands/Norkirk
(Potential)

Carillon (Potential)

To Issaquah

To Lynnwood

To SeaTac/Burien



Example ‐ Avoiding Congestion
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Chronically 
Congested Ramp 
SR520 to I405

Direct Access 
from SR520

Busway on 
Corridor 
(CKC)

HOV3+ Lanes 
on SR520

HOT Lane 
Merge on 

I405

No HOV 
Lanes



E‐03: Light Rail from 
Totem Lake to Issaquah 
via Bellevue
 Issaquah to Totem Lake generally 
via:
 I‐90 corridor
 Wilburton area of Bellevue
 Eastside Rail Corridor (CKC)

 Exclusive running way

 4 Stations in Kirkland

 ~30 foot right‐of‐way need (wider 
at stations) ST Template assumes 
the center. City preference for 
alignment on east side of corridor

 Example Trip: Downtown Kirkland  
to Downtown Bellevue

 Travel times under development
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To/From Issaquah

South Kirkland P&R

Houghton/6th Street

ParMac

Kingsgate P&R or TC

Wilburton Station (Transfer for Seattle, 
Downtown Bellevue and Redmond)



Public Outreach:
TODAY: November 19th – Open House at Kirkland Performance Center

Previous Presentations:
◦ Moss Bay Neighborhood 
◦ Highlands Neighborhood
◦ Kirkland Business Roundtable 
◦ Kirkland Chamber of Commerce Public Policy Board
◦ Keller Williams

Upcoming Outreach:
◦ Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods: November 23rd at Heritage Hall, 7 P.M.
◦ CKC Brown Bag Lunch: Noon on November 30th at City Hall
◦ Juanita Neighborhood Meeting: January 11th at the Kirkland Justice Center, 7 
P.M.
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Comments We Have Heard
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We need 
transit on 

the 
corridor  Waste of 

moneySome areas 
along the  trail 

that are 
ecologically 
sensitive 
wetlands

Preserve 
OUR trail

Both bus and 
light rail 
should be 
considered

Loud & 
Smelly Busses 
don’t belong 
on the CKC



What we heard . . .
It will be unsafe for walkers and bikers
BRT will reduce walking and biking use
CKC will lose its peacefulness
Too costly
Put buses on I405
Access to buses would need to be convenient



What we heard . . .
Concerned about noise and odors of uses
I would use the bus
Contamination of wetlands
Process needs more transparency
Won’t solve traffic problems
Can we really achieve the CKC master plan 
vision?



What we heard . . .
Build a CKC monorail with bike and pedestrian 
path below
Buses every 2‐3 minutes is too much
Need transit on the corridor
Need to preserve open space



What else do we need to 
know?


