
8 KIRKLAND PARK PLACE  \  DESIGN RESPONSE CONFERENCE \ 06\29\2009 LMN ARCHITECTS  \  801 SECOND AVE SUITE 501 SEATTLE WA 98104  \  TOUCHSTONE CORPORATION
ATTACHMENT 2



9LMN ARCHITECTS  \  801 SECOND AVE SUITE 501 SEATTLE WA 98104  \  TOUCHSTONE CORPORATIONKIRKLAND PARK PLACE  \  DESIGN RESPONSE CONFERENCE \ 06\29\2009
ATTACHMENT 2



10 KIRKLAND PARK PLACE  \  DESIGN RESPONSE CONFERENCE \ 06\29\2009 LMN ARCHITECTS  \  801 SECOND AVE SUITE 501 SEATTLE WA 98104  \  TOUCHSTONE CORPORATION
ATTACHMENT 2



11LMN ARCHITECTS  \  801 SECOND AVE SUITE 501 SEATTLE WA 98104  \  TOUCHSTONE CORPORATIONKIRKLAND PARK PLACE  \  DESIGN RESPONSE CONFERENCE \ 06\29\2009
ATTACHMENT 2



12 KIRKLAND PARK PLACE  \  DESIGN RESPONSE CONFERENCE \ 06\29\2009 LMN ARCHITECTS  \  801 SECOND AVE SUITE 501 SEATTLE WA 98104  \  TOUCHSTONE CORPORATION
ATTACHMENT 2



13LMN ARCHITECTS  \  801 SECOND AVE SUITE 501 SEATTLE WA 98104  \  TOUCHSTONE CORPORATIONKIRKLAND PARK PLACE  \  DESIGN RESPONSE CONFERENCE \ 06\29\2009
Kirkland’s Urban Fabric

Like most towns and cities in the northwest, 
Kirkland has grown rapidly since the late 
19th century, and its physical fabric refl ects 
the successive layers of this growth.  From 
its industrial shipbuilding roots, through the 
transformation to light industry and most 
recently high-tech, it retains traces of each 
phase, interwoven into a complex, dense 
fabric.  Kirkland’s character derives from the 
adjacency of uses – single-family residential, 
multi-family residential, commercial, offi ce and 
recreation – all within a small space between 
the hill and the lake. This lends it a vibrancy 
and diversity that are unusual in so compact 
a city.

Like any fabric woven of dissimilar materials or 
colors, the predominant impression Kirkland 
makes is not one of uniformity or monotony, 
but of complexity and heterogeneity.  While 
this can be a negative if it gets out of control, 
we feel that Kirkland has for the most part 
managed to benefi t from its visual diversity.

When faced with the question, “what is the 
existing context of downtown Kirkland?” the 
design team was challenged to think about 
context in a place that is not dominated by 
any particular scale, material or architectural 
style.  At fi rst, the lack of a predominant 
feature makes it diffi cult to identify a specifi c 
“Kirkland context.”  Particularly with a large-
scale project, fi nding buildings of equivalent 
scale is clearly not the way to address context, 
since few buildings of a similar scale exist in 
proximity to the site. 

But, in its very diversity, Kirkland offers examples 
of how to design buildings in a way that allows 
them to fi t into the heterogeneous context.  
We have developed the notion of “fabric” 
as a means to creating diverse architectural 
expressions using a limited palette of materials 
and colors.  
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Previous Design Response Conference (5/18/09)

Perspective View from East
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Design Response Conference 6/29/2009

Perspective View from East
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