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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Jennifer Schroder, Director 
 Michael Cogle, Park Planning and Development Manager 
 
Date: September 14, 2009 
 
Subject: Draft Response Letter to Jette A. Townsend Regarding Juanita Bay Park 

Volunteer Ranger Program 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Council authorize Mayor Lauinger to sign the attached response 
letter to Jette A. Townsend. 
 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
Ms. Townsend is a volunteer with the Juanita Bay Park Volunteer Ranger Program and in her 
letter urges continuation of funding for the program and for the Park Project Coordinator staff 
position. 
 
 
 
 

Council Meeting:  10/06/2009 
Agenda: General Correspondence 
Item #:  8. c. (6).









 
 
October 7, 2009       D R A F T 
 
 
 
Jette A. Townsend 
521 Alexander Avenue 
Kirkland, Washington 98933 
 
 
Dear Ms. Townsend: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated September 3, 2009 regarding the Juanita Bay Park Volunteer 
Ranger Program and Teresa Sollitto, Park Project Coordinator for the Parks and Community 
Services Department.   
 
As you noted, funding for the Ranger Program and the Park Project Coordinator position has 
been identified for elimination in 2010 due to the City’s on-going budget challenges.  The City 
Council has had to make some extremely difficult decisions in order to ensure a balanced 
budget for next year and beyond, and unfortunately many established City programs and 
services may be eliminated or reduced.  As you are aware, Kirkland residents will have the 
opportunity in November to vote whether or not to approve a proposed private utility tax rate 
increase, which would help to preserve these programs.  
 
We appreciate your thoughtful comments about the program and your kind words regarding 
Ms. Sollitto.  We would also like to acknowledge and thank you for your many years of 
volunteerism at Juanita Bay Park.  The success of the park as an urban wildlife area and its 
enjoyment by thousands of visitors each year is due in no small part to the efforts of dedicated 
volunteer park rangers like you. 
 
If you need further information please feel free to contact Jennifer Schroder, Director of Parks 
and Community Services, at (425) 587-3301 or via email at jschroder@ci.kirkland.wa.us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirkland City Council 
 
 
 
 
By: James L. Lauinger, Mayor 
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