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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Erin Leonhart, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
Date: September 22, 2009 
 
Subject: LETTER IN SUPPORT OF FEDERAL CLIMATE LEGISLATION  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that Council authorize the Mayor to sign letters to U.S. Senators Murray and 
Cantwell supporting the strongest possible climate and clean energy legislation this year. 
 
BACKGROUND 
One of the many commitments that the City of Kirkland has made to protect its natural 
environment and conserve natural resources was signing the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement.  Participating cities in the Agreement support:   
 

• Urging the federal government and state governments to enact policies and programs to 
meet or beat the target of reducing global warming pollution levels to 7 percent below 
1990 levels by 2012, including efforts to: reduce the United States’ dependence on fossil 
fuels and accelerate the development of clean, economical energy resources and fuel-
efficient technologies such as conservation, methane recovery for energy generation, 
waste to energy, wind and solar energy, fuel cells, efficient motor vehicles, and biofuels;  

 
• Urging the U.S. Congress to pass bipartisan greenhouse gas reduction legislation that 

includes 1) clear timetables and emissions limits and 2) a flexible, market-based system 
of tradable allowances among emitting industries; and  

 
The American and Clean Energy Security Act (ACES) recently passed by the House of 
Representatives includes key provisions that will enable U.S. local governments to more 
effectively develop and implement local climate protection initiatives, including: 

• New energy efficiency standards (codes) for buildings, appliances and industry; and 
• Building energy performance labeling programs to address energy efficiency potential in 

existing buildings. 
 
The City is also a member of ICLEI, Local Governments for Sustainability.  ICLEI is asking 
members to ask our Senators to pass a bill that retains and strengthens these provisions in the 
House bill and include consideration of the critical role that local governments must continue to 
play in advancing solutions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapting and responding 
to changing global climate conditions. 
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October 7, 2009      D R A F T 
 
 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
173 Russell Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator []:  
 
As a signatory to the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement and a member of ICLEI, the 
City of Kirkland Council would like to urge you to deliver the strongest possible climate and 
clean energy policy this year.    
 
The Need for Action 
The science is unambiguous that climate change is a clear and present threat to our world and 
national economy.  Over 940 mayors across the country, representing nearly 84 million 
Americans, have signed the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement, which commits to local 
solutions to address global warming and calls for strong climate policy.  Cities and urban areas 
house more than half of the world's population and are responsible for more than 80% of 
greenhouse gas emissions.  Many of the solutions that will result in real, tangible reductions 
must be implemented at the local level.   
 
We are doing our part at the local level, but we need strong federal policy to ensure that we are 
leading the world in the transition to a clean energy economy. 
 
By taking a strong stance on clean energy, you will be putting yourself on record as a champion 
for both our near term economic interests and the long term health and prosperity of our 
country and the world.  We urge you to join the majority of Americans who know that the time 
for action is now by supporting effective, comprehensive climate legislation that: 

1. Positions our communities to be competitive in the global economy,  
2. Drives investment that transitions us away from our dependence on the fossil fuels of 

the past and toward the clean energy of the future 
3. Takes serious steps to cut global warming pollution as soon as possible 
4. Maximizes the creation of new, local clean energy jobs for America, aiding in our 

national economic recovery. 
 
Copenhagen and Beyond 
The United States needs to fully engage in international climate protection negotiations 
beginning with participation in the 15th Conference of Parties of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change in Copenhagen in December 2009.  Passing a comprehensive 
climate-clean energy bill this year is needed to send a clear message to the world that America 
is ready to be a serious player in the international cooperative effort to limit climate change.   
 



Framework for Leadership on Clean Energy 
As city and county officials we strongly support federal policy that sets a firm cap on global 
warming pollution and utilizes market mechanisms to reduce costs and promote the best clean 
energy solutions.  We believe a firm cap is a critical component of a suite of policies necessary 
to meet our climate protection goals.  Key elements of a meaningful clean energy bill that will 
meet local government priorities include: 

• A science-based cap reducing total GHG emissions with both short-term (2020) and 
long-term (2050) goals; 

• Increasing percentage of allowances to be auctioned over time; 
• Strong provisions to protect consumers and provide funds for efficiency and clean 

technologies; and   
• Financial support for communities to implement the kind of local measures that will be 

needed to increase energy efficiency, smart transportation choices and other solutions. 
 
The American and Clean Energy Security Act (ACES) recently passed by the House of 
Representatives includes additional key provisions that will enable U.S. local governments to 
more effectively develop and implement local climate protection initiatives, including: 

• New energy efficiency standards (codes) for buildings, appliances and industry; and 
• Building energy performance labeling programs to address energy efficiency potential in 

existing buildings. 
We urge you to retain and strengthen these provisions in a Senate bill.  
 
Pass the Strongest Possible Bill this Year 
We urge you to work to more fully include consideration of the critical role that local 
governments must continue to play in advancing solutions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and adapting and responding to changing global climate conditions, including: 

• Support for enforcement as well as adoption of local energy and land use codes; 
• Elimination of federal and state barriers to local financing programs that use property 

tax mechanisms to finance efficiency upgrades; 
• Allocation of federal transportation dollars directly to local governments to support 

increased investment in transit as well as bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. 
To reiterate, it is critical to pass a bill this year that caps global warming emissions and sets the 
framework to transition to a clean energy economy. 
 
Cities and counties have a crucial role to play in this fight – and we are ready to step up to that 
role.  We urge you to help us seize this historic opportunity to deploy readily available clean 
energy technology, create millions of new jobs, and fight climate change.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kirkland City Council 
 
 
 
 
By James L. Lauinger, Mayor 
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