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CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Fire & Building Department 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3000 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, Kirkland City Management 
                          
From: Eric Olson, Chief of Police 
 Kevin Nalder, Director Fire & Building Department 
  
Date: August 21, 2009 
 
Subject: Pandemic Flu Preparedness Fall 2009   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
City Council approve the transfer of project savings from the North Kirkland Community 
Generator capital project to purchase pandemic flu preparedness supplies. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has stated that they expect the April/May H1N1 Flu or a 
stronger mutation to return during the September 2009 Flu season. The Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) is estimating 40% of the nation’s population will be affected by this flu, up from 
the normal 25%. The WHO & CDC are predicting that not only the very young and old but also 
young adults and pregnant women will be most “at risk”. 
 
“In the event of an influenza pandemic, employers will play a key role in protecting employees' 
health and safety as well as in limiting the impact on the economy and society. Employers will 
likely experience employee absences, changes in patterns of commerce and interrupted supply 
and delivery schedules.” (OSHA Guidance 2007) 
           
In compliance with the recommendations from Public Health Seattle & King County it is being 
recommended that the City of Kirkland prepare for a possible flu pandemic.  It will be important 
for city government to be able to continue operations during a pandemic and to protect 
employees so that they are able to continue working and supporting the community.  The 
number one item that can be done right now is promoting preparedness and prevention with all 
employees and citizens. 
 
To accomplish this the City will need to take action in several areas. 

 Education about the flu and ways to prevent it and to prevent spreading it. 
 Education about prevention methods and personal responsibility and preparedness. 
 Protect employees that are at higher risk due to the nature of their work by 

purchasing necessary supplies to reduce the risk to the employee and their families. 
 
 

Council Meeting:  09/15/2009 
Agenda: Other Business 
Item #:  8. h. (2).



Page 2 of 2 
 

All employees protections: 
 Hand washing with soap and water is the best prevention and alcohol-based hand 

sanitizers as an alternative if soap and water is unavailable. 
o Personal responsibility to wash and use hand sanitizer 
o The City’s responsibility to supply hand sanitizer and wipes at shared work 

space, front counters, meeting areas. 
 Flu vaccinations. 

o Personal responsibility to be vaccinated. 
o The City provide easy access to vaccinations for employees and their families. 

 
Fire/ Emergency Medical protections: 

 A sixty day pandemic cache of emergency responder personal protective equipment 
to include; respirators, gowns, shoe and head covers, goggles, gloves, masks, hand 
sanitizer, and vehicle sanitizer. 

 Co-pay to cover Tamiflu vaccine.   
 
Police/Corrections protections: 

 A sixty day pandemic cache of emergency responder personal protective equipment 
to include; respirators, gowns, gloves, masks, hand sanitizer, and vehicle sanitizer. 

 Co-pay to cover Tamiflu vaccine.   
 
Cost:  
 
The request to supply hand sanitizer and wipes at shared work spaces, front counters, meeting 
areas and to provide a sixty day cache of personal protective equipment for police and fire is: 
 
 Facilities    3,250.00 
 Police  27,000.00 
 Fire  40,000.00 
 Total  70,250.00 
 
Of this total, $10,080.00 will be reimbursed from King County Fire District #41 (25.2% per 2009 
contract). 
 
Possible funding for remaining balance: 
  
In the 2006 - 2011 CIP process the Kirkland Office of Emergency Management was approved to 
purchase a permanently installed generator at the North Kirkland Community Center (CPS 0046) 
for $150,000.  Through efficiencies, the total cost of this project ended up totaling only 
$70,079, for a savings of $79,921.  
 
The Department would like to propose that $60,170 of above-mentioned CIP be re-allocated to 
purchase pandemic prevention supplies for the City of Kirkland. 
 
There is $19,751 remaining in the CIP account which is being requested to be held through 
2010 in case there is additional unknown cost to the flu vaccination or additional protective 
equipment is needed.   The Finance Department has verified that the funds are available from 
this project and eligible for this expenditure. 
 




