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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Marilynne Beard, Assistant City Manager 
 
From: Robin S. Jenkinson, City Attorney 
 
Date: September 9, 2009 
 
Subject: Draft Response Letter to David Alskog 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Staff recommends that the Council authorize Mayor Lauinger to sign the attached letter to 
David Alskog. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
At the September 2, 2009, Council Meeting, the City Council passed a motion for the Mayor, 
Deputy Mayor, and City Attorney to prepare a draft letter in response to David Alskog’s letter of 
August 10, 2009.  Mr. Alskog’s letter was addressed to the City Council and asked that the 
Council take certain action. 
 
The attached letter has been reviewed and approved by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 
 
 

Council Meeting:  09/15/2009 
Agenda:  General Correspondence 
Item #:  8. c. (1).









 
 

 
September 9, 2009     D R A F T 
 
David A. Alskog 
Livengood Fitzgerald & Alskog 
123 Third Avenue 
PO Box 908 
Kirkland, WA  98083-0908 
 
Re: August 4, 2009 City Council Meeting 
 
Dear Mr. Alskog: 
 
Thank you for your letter of August 10, 2009, addressed to the Kirkland City Council 
regarding the August 4, 2009 City Council meeting.  Your correspondence requested that 
the City Council take certain action.  Due to the August meeting schedule, the earliest 
regular meeting at which the City Council could discuss your letter was the September 1 
meeting. 
 
At the September 1 meeting, the City Council voted to reconsider the vote on the motion 
made August 4, 2009, which reappointed Council Member Tom Hodgson as chair of the 
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee (LTAC).  Additionally, the City Council will reexamine the 
selection process for all LTAC members and request a self-assessment of the LTAC from 
current committee members.   
 
The City of Kirkland, its residents, businesses, and the City Council have a common interest 
in the efficient and effective performance of the LTAC.  The Council understands that Mr. 
Utley was offended by the opinions expressed by Mr. Hodgson.  The City Council deeply 
appreciates all volunteer board and commission members’ service to the community.   
 
Please understand that this correspondence is not intended to address, nor waive, the City’s 
defenses to the allegations in your letter of potential liability for allegations of defamation.  
The Council’s interest lies in working with Mr. Utley and the remaining members of the 
LTAC to secure appointments of members and continue with the important work of the 
committee.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kirkland City Council 
 
 
 
by James Lauinger, Mayor 
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