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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 Jenny Gaus, Environmental Services Supervisor 
 
Date: August 21, 2009 
 
Subject: Interlocal Agreement for 2008-2009 King County Flood Control Zone District 

Opportunity Fund Projects 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that Council pass the attached resolution (Attachment A) authorizing the City Manager 
to sign the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between the King County Flood Control Zone District 
(KCFCZD) and the City of Kirkland for Opportunity Fund Projects (Attachment B). 
 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
The KCFCZD is a quasi-municipal corporation that was created in April 2007 in order to address regionally 
significant flood problems.  The KCFCZD designated that 10% of the District’s annual property tax 
revenues be put in an Opportunity Fund to be allocated to municipalities based on that municipality’s 
proportional contribution to the overall King County assessed valuation, as collected.   
 
For Kirkland, the Fund can provide approximately $100,000 per year.  Funds can be “banked” or used 
each year.  The funds can be used for flood control or stormwater control improvements pursuant to a 
comprehensive plan.  They can also be used for cooperative watershed management actions for the 
purposes of water supply, water quality, and water resource and habitat protection and management, 
provided that salmon habitat protection is linked to construction of a flood or stormwater project. 
 
Applications for projects that will use the funds are due in the fall of each year.  This first year, the 
interlocal agreement process was delayed, because it is the initial year of the opportunity fund.  In future 
years, projects will be approved by KCFCZD in March of each year, and the City can sign an interlocal 
agreement soon thereafter. 
 
For 2008-2009 funds, the following Kirkland project applications were approved by the KCFCZD Board of 
Supervisors: 
 

• 122nd Avenue NE Low Impact Development stormwater facilities:  $50,000 
• Juanita Creek flood storage/habitat program: $50,000 
• Regional detention in the Forbes Creek watershed:  $100,000 

 
The 2008-2009 projects were approved by Council in October of 2008.  The following are brief 
descriptions of each project: 
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122nd Ave NE Low Impact Development (LID) stormwater facilities:   
 
The Lake Washington School District is rebuilding Lake Washington High School, and as part of that work, 
the District is required to provide frontage improvements on 122nd Ave NE between NE 75th and NE 80th 
Streets.  This location is ideal for LID facilities for a number of reasons including the fact that it is a highly 
visible location and adjacent to a school which will serve as a good community education platform.  In 
this situation, the LID facilities were designed to treat more flow than required for just the School 
redevelopment making them slightly more expensive than traditional facilities which would have been 
part of the required frontage improvements.  In order to insure that the LID facilities are built, Kirkland is 
contributing $50,000 in KCFCZD money to pay for the difference between traditional and LID stormwater 
facilities.  Construction of the LID facilities is currently underway.  An interlocal agreement concerning 
transfer of funds from Kirkland to the Lake Washington School District to fund LID features will be 
presented to Council shortly. 
 
Juanita Creek flood storage/habitat program:   
 
This program will include partnering with property owners on Juanita Creek to construct projects that will 
provide flood relief and habitat improvement while protecting structures.  Further details of this proposed 
program will be presented to Council for consideration once it is developed.  First-year efforts will include 
detailed identification of opportunities for increasing flood storage and habitat quality along the Creek, 
work with property owners to determine the type of partnership that would be most beneficial to both 
parties, and development of criteria for prioritizing projects.  This program would supplement the “private 
streambank stabilization” projects that are currently part of the surfacewater CIP and would identify 
opportunities for improvement of habitat and water quality in addition to fixing acute maintenance 
problems on Juanita Creek. 
 
Regional detention in the Forbes Creek watershed:   
 
This project would reduce erosion and improve habitat in the Forbes Creek watershed by detaining 
stormwater in a pond or other type of facility.  Most of the Forbes watershed was developed before 
stormwater controls were required, and existing high flows are continually damaging aquatic habitat.  
Regional detention may be required as part of a WSDOT solution to flooding in the NE 116th/I-405 
interchange, and WSDOT has indicated that they may be looking to Kirkland for partnership on such an 
effort.  This project is currently on the unfunded portion of the surfacewater CIP. 
 
 
Attachment A:  
  
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE KING COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 
DISTRICT AND THE CITY OF KIRKLAND FOR OPPORTUNITY FUND PROJECTS 
 
Attachment B:   
 
INTERLOCAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE KING COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 
DISTRICT AND THE CITY OF KIRKLAND FOR OPPORTUNITY FUND PROJECTS 



RESOLUTION R-4772 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN INTERLOCAL 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE KING COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 
DISTRICT AND THE CITY OF KIRKLAND FOR OPPORTUNITY FUND 
PROJECTS. 
 

WHEREAS, THE King County Flood Control Zone District is a quasi 
municipal corporation of the State of Washington founded in April 2007; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the purpose of the District to protect public health and 
safety, regional economic centers, public and private properties and transportation 
corridors; and 

 
WHEREAS, Overarching countywide strategies and objectives of the 

District include improving levee protection through major commercial, 
industrial and residential areas, improving flood water conveyance and 
capacity, reducing hazards by removing flood, erosion, and landslide prone 
residential structures, providing safe access to homes and businesses by 
protecting key transportation routes, minimizing creation of new risks to 
public safety from development pressure; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District allocated 10 percent of the District’s annual 

property tax revenues for a sub-regional opportunity fund to be used by King 
County municipalities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District Board of Supervisors determined that eligibility 

of projects for opportunity funds be based on consistency with RCW 
86.15.035 and RCW 39.34.190 for salmonoid habitat protection be lined to 
the construction of a flood or stormwater project; and 

 
WHEREAS, The District Board of Supervisors approved Kirkland’s 

applications for use of 2008-209 funds for the 122nd Ave NE Low Impact 
Development Stormwater Facilities, the Juanita Creek Flood Storage/Habitat 
Program, and Regional Detention in the Forbes Watershed, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of 
Kirkland as follows: 

 
Section 1.  The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to 

execute on behalf of the City an interlocal agreement substantially similar to 
the Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
 
Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting this 
_____ day of __________, 2009. 
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Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of __________, 2009. 
 
 

____________________________ 
Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 
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