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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
   
From: Mike Metteer, Business Services Programs Manager  
 Carrie Hite, Deputy Director Parks & Community Services  
 Jennifer Schroder, Director Parks & Community Services  
   
Date: June 23, 2009  
 
Subject: Kirkland Municipal Code Chapter 11.80.100 Park Rules:  Revision to 

address business activities in parks  
  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Park Board recommends City Council adopt the attached ordinance, revising KMC  
Park Rules 11.80.100 relating to business activities in parks.   
 
BACKGROUND 
It is unlawful to sell refreshments or merchandise in any park without first entering into 
a concession contract according to the rules and regulations of the Kirkland Municipal 
Code Section 11.80.100.  This code is unclear as it relates to conducting business 
activities in parks, especially as it relates to providing services in exchange for financial 
gain.   
 
Recently, we have experienced a number of service related businesses using the parks 
for financial gain.  Presently there are at least 3 known businesses operating and 
advertising “boot camp outdoor workout” groups in both Marina Park and at Juanita 
Beach (see example below).  These types of group activities are becoming more and 
more popular, creating potential impacts on the parks for private financial gain. Under 
the current park rules, there is no formal request for service process, or contractual 
obligation to compensate the city, to enforce any waiver of liability for participant, or 
insurance requirements for the operator of the class.  The KMC is vague when it comes 
to businesses offering services rather than actual merchandise.  Staff is requesting 
broader language that will provide regulations and rules on all business activities 
conducted within a park or park site.   
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ACTUAL ADVERTISMENT   
Take your workout outside! This military style workout will challenge your mentally as 
well as physically. Cardiovascular work, strength, core and flexibility will all be included 
in this workout for experienced fitness enthusiasts.  Instructor will meet the group at 
Juanita Beach to begin the workout.  
Days: Wednesdays and Thursdays in May, June, July 
Times: 10:00 a.m. Wednesdays & 6:00 p.m. Thursdays 
Fee: $40 per month Member/$60 Non-member  
(drop in rates are $15/$20) 
 
 
PURPOSED REVISION TO KMC ORDINANCE 11.80.100 
It is unlawful conduct any type of business activity in any park without first entering into 
a contract according to Parks Department rules and regulations.  “Business activity” shall 
include, but not be limited to the following: 
 

(1)  Sale of food, beverages, merchandise or services; 
(2) Providing classes or other forms of instruction for a fee or other valuable 

consideration; or 
(3) Use of Park facilities for advertising any business, product or service. 

 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 4197 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO BUSINESS 
ACTIVITY IN CITY PARKS AND AMENDING KIRKLAND MUNICIPAL 
CODE SECTION 11.80.100. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Kirkland do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Kirkland Municipal Code Section 11.80.100 is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
 
11.80.100 Selling refreshments or merchandise. 
It is unlawful to sell refreshments or merchandise conduct any type of 
business activity in any park without first entering into a concession 
contract according to the rules and regulations of the park and 
recreation department therefor with the city.  As used in this Section, 
“business activity” shall include, but not be limited to the following: 

(1)  Sale of food, beverages or merchandise; 
(2)  Providing classes or other forms of instruction for a fee or 
other valuable consideration; or 
(3)  Use of park facilities for advertising any business, product 
or service. 

 
 Section 2.  If any provision of this ordinance or its application 
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the 
ordinance, or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected. 
 

Section 3.  This ordinance shall be in force and effect five days 
from and after its passage by the Kirkland City Council and publication, 
as required by law. 
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of ______________, 2009. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this _____ day of 
________________, 2009. 
 
 
    _________________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Attorney 
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