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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Eric Shields, Planning Director 
 
Date: May 7, 2009 
 
Subject: Request to Collect School Impact Fees 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Consider the letter submitted by the Lake Washington School District (attachment 1) requesting 
the City to collect school impact fees on behalf of the district.  Provide direction to staff on 
whether to prepare a school impact fee ordinance for consideration at a future Council meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
 
State law authorizes the collection of impact fees to help defray the costs of new school 
facilities. The fees must be justified by a school district’s adopted Capital Facilities Plan. The 
plan must documents anticipated enrollment growth and capital needs and include a financing 
plan that identifies the role of impact fees. Collection of the fees occurs through the permitting 
process of general purpose governments, such as Kirkland.  Those governments must agree to 
collect the fees and forward collected fees to the school district. 
 
In January, 2008 the City Council met with representatives of the Lake Washington School 
District to discuss the District’s request that the City collect school impact fees.  (A copy of the 
previous request letter is included as attachment 2.)  At that time, City Council members raised 
a number of questions and asked the District to provide additional information. In February, 
2009, the District submitted a written response to the Council’s questions (attachment 3); and 
on April 22, 2009, the District submitted a formal request for the City to adopt an impact fee 
ordinance (attachment 1) and a copy of a draft 2009 Capital Facilities Plan (attachment 4). 
 
Lake Washington School District lies within the jurisdiction of four general purpose governments 
– Kirkland, Redmond, Sammamish and unincorporated King County.  All of the jurisdictions 
except Kirkland collect school impact fees.  The School District has requested that Kirkland 
collect fees at the following rates: $6,492 for new single family dwelling units and $887 for new 
multi-family dwelling units.  The existing rates collected by the other jurisdictions are as follows: 

• Sammamish: $6,492 for SF $887 for MF 
• King County: $6,492 for SF $887 for MF 
• Redmond:* $2,750 for SF $280 for MF 

(* Redmond will be considering increasing fees this summer) 
 

Council Meeting:  05/19/2009 
Agenda:  New Business 
Item #:  11. a. 



Note that if the unincorporated Finn Hill, Kingsgate and North Juanita areas are annexed to 
Kirkland, they would be subject to Kirkland’s impact fee rules.  Consequently, unless Kirkland 
authorizes impact fees, the School District would lose impact fee revenue from the annexation 
area.  
 
Although Kirkland has not authorized collection of school impact fees, the District has utilized 
the SEPA process to negotiate impact fee payment for larger developments.  The City has 
provided the District with notices of new developments that are subject to SEPA.  The District 
has appealed City issued Determinations of Nonsignificance on the grounds that the 
developments will have significant school impacts.  The appeals have been forwarded for 
consideration by Hearing Examiner, but they are typically a settlement between the District and 
developer occurs prior to an appeal hearing. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Letter from LWSD requesting that City collect school impact fees 
2. Request for impact fees submitted by LWSD prior to January 15, 2008 Council meeting. 
3. LWSD response to Council questions 
4. Draft 2009 LWSD Capital Facilities Plan 
 
 
cc: Chip Kimball, LWSD Superintendent 

Forrest Miller, LWSD Director of Facilities and Transportation 
Denise Stiffarm, K&L Gates LLP 
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