
 

 

April 9, 2009 

 

Dear Kirkland City Council:  

The Juanita Neighborhoods Banner Committee is proud to unveil many of the sixty-five pieces of children’s art at 
the April 21st City Council meeting.  On behalf of Juanita’s three neighborhood schools, the Cultural Council and 
the Juanita Neighborhoods, I would like to thank the City Council for making this project possible through the 
Neighborhood Matching Grant Program. 

Background: 

Juanita is home to over 12,000 residents, a thriving retail and commercial 
village, two waterfront parks, streams and wetlands with wildlife viewing 
and walking opportunities.   Families enjoy an active community center, 
historic landmarks and three excellent neighborhood schools.  When 
asked to draw a picture of their neighborhood, the art students at Juanita 
Elementary, AG Bell Elementary and Juanita High drew turtles, 
boardwalks, sunsets, streams, trees, windmills, birds, houses, butterflies, 
and their favorite pet.  Over 100 pieces of art were submitted from the 
three schools for the Juanita Neighborhoods Banner Project.   

The high quality of artwork made it difficult to narrow from 100 to 65 
and impossible to eliminate even one of the 65 finalists.  With the help of 
the Cultural Council, the decision was made to place three pieces of art 
(one from each school) on each side of the 10 banners so that all 65 
pieces would be used. 

Although the Neighborhood provided the funding and impetus for the project, it was the art teachers, art 
docent, and their students who made it a success.  Early on, the Cultural Council enthusiastically embraced our 
effort and provided guidance, inspiration, and expertise.  The Juanita Neighborhoods Board would like to thank 
the following individuals or organizations for their generous and enthusiastic contribution to this project. 

Michelle Lustgarten, AG Bell Elementary Art Teacher 
Laura Stanger, Juanita Elementary Art Docent 
Lois Judd, Juanita High School Art Teacher 

Kathy Feek, Cultural Council 
Sudie Elkayssi, City of Kirkland 
Kari Page, City of Kirkland 

Margo Mitchell, JN Secretary and Treasurer  
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