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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
 
From: Daryl Grigsby., Public Works Director 
 Ray Steiger, P.E., Capital Projects Manager 
  
 
Date: March 5, 2009 
 
 
Subject: SLATER AVE NE/ NE 100TH ST CROSSWALK IMPROVEMENTS - ACCEPT CONTRACT 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council accept the work for the Slater Avenue NE/NE 100th Street 
Crosswalk Improvement Project, as completed by Precision Earthworks, Inc. of Mukilteo, Washington, 
and establish the statutory 45-day lien period.  
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
Traffic speeds and safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists have been long-standing issues for 
North Rose Hill residents who live along and adjacent to Slater Ave NE.  Past strategies to calm traffic 
on Slater Ave NE included narrowing the traffic lanes with edge lines, deployment of the City’s 
portable radar sign, and building sidewalks as development occurred.  The neighborhood’s interest in 
developing a more aggressive traffic calming plan was intensified after a collision between a boy on a 
bicycle and a motor vehicle in the summer of 2006, at Slater Ave NE & NE 100th Street.  A Task Force 
of 9 residents along Slater Ave NE and the North Rose Hill Neighborhood Association worked with the 
City’s Public Works, Fire, and Police Departments to develop a traffic calming plan for Slater Ave NE.  
The plan, as developed by the Task Force, was presented to Slater Ave NE residents at an Open 
House in April 2008 and through written ballot it received an 82% support rating.  The plan’s 
approval needed a 70% support rate from those who submitted their ballots. 
 
The plan developed by the Task Force includes traffic-calming elements at 5 locations in addition to 
improved street lighting.  The highest priority of the Task Force consisted of improvements at the 
Slater Avenue NE/NE 100th Street intersection (Attachment A), including: 
 

1. Curb bulbs on the north and south sides of the intersection to shorten the crossing distance 
for pedestrians and bicyclists -- to improve the visibility between non-motorized and 
motorized traffic, and to slow traffic. 

2. A median island on the south side of the intersection to slow traffic and to interrupt the visual 
perception of Slater as an unobstructed raceway. 

3. An emergency beacon to stop north-south traffic when emergency vehicles are approaching 
the overpass to I-405. 

 
The Slater Avenue NE/NE 100th Street Crosswalk Improvement Project has a total project budget of 
$58,000 with funds coming from Neighborhood Connections ($12,500) and Neighborhood Traffic 
Control Program ($45,500) (Attachment B). The subject project focused on the first element of the 
Task Force’s priority list with construction of the curb bulbs.   
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In November 2008, Public Works staff advertised for contractor bids on the project using the Small 
Works Roster. On December 2, 2008 the City received eight (8) bids with Precision Earthworks being 
the lowest responsive responsible bidder, with a price of $39,535.00, and under the City’s Purchasing 
Policy, KMC 3.85.080 – Small Purchases, the Public Works Director awarded the contract.  
Construction began in Mid-January and was completed by February 11, 2009 -- total payments to the 
Contractor were $37,496.13, resulting in a budget surplus of over $14,000 which will be returned to 
the Neighborhood Traffic Control Program for future projects (Attachment B).   
 
The median island (item 2 listed above) will be constructed in March by the City’s Street Department 
using a portion of the remaining funds and the emergency beacon (item 3 above) will be revisited in 
the future as additional funds become available.  
 
Attachments (2)                                                                             
  

Completed curb bulbs and new pavement markings 

Slater Ave NE at NE 100th St Prior to Construction 
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