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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: City Council 
 
From: Park Board 
 
Date: March 3, 2009 
 
Subject: Off-leash areas within the City of Kirkland park system 
 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the City Council direct the Park Board to conduct a study to identify 
opportunities or alternatives for off-leash area(s) within the Kirkland park system and for the 
Park Board to chair a community stakeholder committee.  
 
Background 
In response to citizen complaints regarding leash law violations and dog owners requesting that 
an off-leash area be developed in Kirkland, Kirkland City Council authorized the Park Board in 
2003 to study the issue and recommend sites to consider pilot off-leash areas in existing city 
parks.  The committee was comprised of Park Board members, Parks staff, and representatives 
from Lake Washington School District, East Lake Washington Audobon Society, Juanita Bay Park 
Rangers, Kirkland American Little League, as well as neighborhood representatives.   As a 
result, in 2004 the Park Board completed their study and recommended to City Council a 
process to follow when a citizen stewardship group voiced interest and commitment to support 
an off-leash area within a Kirkland park. 
 
On November 16, 2004 the City Council passed Resoulution-4478 approving the Park Board's 
recommendation regarding dogs and parks, as amended:    
 

• Include off-leash dog areas as a program element for public consideration as part of all 
future park master planning projects. 

 
• When a stewardship group steps forward to champion an off-leash area, the following 

criteria should be followed: 
• Conduct a Public Hearing 
• Involve Neighborhood Associations in the public process 
• Funding for start-up costs and ongoing maintenance should be offset by 

user fees, donations, and volunteer stewardship. 
 
As a result of the resolution, staff has included consideration of an off-leash area in the master 
planning processes of Juanita Beach Park, McAuliffe Park, Carillon Woods and Rose Hill 
Meadows.  However, this element was not supported by the community nor was there a 
stewardship group in support of an off-leash area; therefore an off-leash area was not included 
in these master plans.   
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Status 
In 2008, a citizen group called Kirkland Dog Off-leash Group (KDOG) has organized, filed for 
501(c)3 status, developed a website and to-date has over 500 signatures in support of an off-
leash area in Kirkland.  Attached is a copy of a presentation KDOG gave to the Park Board on 
October 8, 2008, that summarizes their organization and readiness to participate with the city in 
a long-term stewardship agreement.   
 
The Park Board has been reviewing the work of the off-leash study of 2004 and in December 
2008 toured two parks with off-leash areas: Beaver Lake Park, Sammamish; and Robinswood 
Park, Bellevue.  At the Park Board's January meeting, Crestwoods Park was discussed as a site 
that was recommended in 2004 as a potential off-leash area and viewed by the Park Board as a 
viable site to consider for a pilot off-leash area.   
 
On February 4th the Norkirk Neighborhood Association invited the Park Board Chair and the 
Director to attend their meeting to hear the community's concerns and to seek clarification as to 
the process of siting an off-leash area in the park system.  Park Board Chair, Colleen Cullen, 
and board members Chuck Bartlett, Jennifer Davies and Sue Keller listened to concerns and 
responded to questions.  The meeting was well attended and there was a mix of Norkirk 
residents both for and against an off-leash area at Crestwoods Park.   
 
At the Park Board's February 10th meeting, the Park Board, after a full discussion on whether it 
was time to reconvene a committee to study viable alternatives to provide off-leash areas within 
Kirkland's park system, passed a motion to recommend to the City Council that they authorize 
an off-leash area study committee.    
 
 
Attachments: 
November 16, 2004 Resolution-4478 
KDOG PowerPoint presentation October 8, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 







K DOG ProposalK-DOG Proposal

Kirkland Parks and Recreation



Background
Kirkland is a great dog-friendly place to live: 
Over 10 000 dogs live in KirklandOver 10,000 dogs live in Kirkland
Dog parks are being created in cities and 
rural areas:rural areas:

New parks in Sammamish, Monroe, Everett, Kent, 
Shoreline Snohomish CountyShoreline, Snohomish County

Park Board members have already begun to 
identify locations for a dog park establishedidentify locations for a dog park, established 
dogs as park users
Dog parks are not a novelty first dog park inDog parks are not a novelty, first dog park in 
Seattle in 1996. 



Overview

K-Dog was established in February 2008K Dog was established in February 2008
Registered as a non-profit corporation in WA 
state elected board and officersstate, elected board and officers
Filed for 501c3 status
C t d li titi ith 365Created an online petition with over 365 
signatures to date (10/1/2008)
120 b120+ members 
Partnering with WOOFD2 event next year 



Agenda

Kirkland Parks Dept has asked for supportKirkland Parks Dept. has asked for support 
from K-Dog in the following areas:
Stewardship Agreement draftedStewardship Agreement drafted
Financial support pending signed agreement
Ed ti t t f tEducation component part of event 
scheduled for next summer



Financial Support

K-Dog is committed to provide financial support:g p pp
From Local busineses and individuals:

Sell sponsorships for parks at tiered pricing on an annual 
basis (used successfully in Anacortes)basis (used successfully in Anacortes)
Seek donations in kind from Home Depot, Lowes and Dunn 
Lumber.
S k d ti f k t t St b kSeek donations from parks grant program at Starbucks
Seek donations from members

Events Scheduled 2008:
Halloween Event
Membership Drive
Website and Signage Promotion for BusinessesWebsite and Signage Promotion for Businesses



Education

K-Dog is committed to educate dog park usersK Dog is committed to educate dog park users 
in expectations, rules, dog socialization 
Members are law abiding citizens who wantMembers are law abiding citizens who want 
to follow the rules
Excellent signage at existing parks (examplesExcellent signage at existing parks (examples 
Seattle, Sammamish, Anacortes, Everett)
K Dog Website to provide articles from localK-Dog Website to provide articles from local 
trainers on socialization skills for puppies and 
older dogsolder dogs.



Environmental Protection

K-Dog is committed to protecting the safety andK Dog is committed to protecting the safety and 
beauty of our parks.
K-Dog members engaged as stewards ofK-Dog members engaged as stewards of 
park to build, maintain and improve dog park.
K-Dog will help to Provide waste bags forK-Dog will help to Provide waste bags for 
parks



Community Identification

K-Dog members are active tax-paying Kirkland g p y g
residents.
Not a “destination dog park”, a community resource
K f d k i Ki kl dKeeps revenue from dog park users in Kirkland
Kirkland needs to maintain it’s reputation for 
progressive parks activities. We the fewprogressive parks activities. We the few 
communities in King County that does NOT have a 
dog park? – Bellevue, Mercer Island, Bothell, 
Bellevue Redmond Sammamish Edmonds KentBellevue, Redmond, Sammamish, Edmonds, Kent
Realtors in our group tell us Dog Parks are selling 
points giving higher desirability in a communityp g g g y y



Conclusion

K-Dog and Kirkland residents are ready for anK Dog and Kirkland residents are ready for an 
off-leash dog park
Stewardship AgreementStewardship Agreement
Financial support 
Ed ti l tEducational support
Environmental protection
Community Identification
What do we need to do next?
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