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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 
Date: September 24, 2008 
 
Subject: Council support of ‘21st Century Transportation for America’ 
 
 
 
The Washington Public Interest Group (WashPIRG) is requesting cities and other agencies in the state to support its 
‘21st Century Transportation for America’ agenda. WashPIRG is a consumer advocacy association that seeks to 
represent consumers in the areas of health care, transportation, media reform and other areas.  
 
The  Seattle chapter of WashPIRG submitted a letter to the Mayor which outlines the state of transportation 
challenges in the country, including fuel costs, global warming, congestion and other issues and seeks the Kirkland 
City Council to endorse its efforts in federal transportation funding.  Its “21st Century” campaign proposes a three-
point platform to address those issues: 
 
 

• priority for transit, bus rapid transit and mass transit,  
• funding existing roads and bridges, and  
• promoting projects that reduce dependence on oil, curb global warming and alleviate congestion. 

 
These three points are consistent with the positions taken by the Kirkland City Council relative to transportation 
priorities and expenditures. We are recommending the Council support the ‘21st Century Transportation for America’ 
platform. WashPIRG is also requesting support of other cities, including Seattle, Redmond and others. 
 
The U.S. PIRG Education Fund commissioned a report “A Better Way to Go: Meeting America’s 21st Century 
Transportation Challenges with Modern Public Transit” (March 2008).  The report is available online at 
http://www.washpirg.org/.   
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D R A F T 
 
 
David Kosmos                                                                                   
Program Associate 
Washington Public Interest Group (WashPIRG) 
1402 3rd Avenue, Suite 715 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
 
 
Dear Mr. Kosmos: 
 
Thank you for providing the Kirkland City Council with information about WashPIRG’s  “21st Century 
Transportation for America” initiative.  As you may know, the City of Kirkland is coordinating multiple 
sustainability efforts that align with WashPIRG’s three-point federal funding reform platform to expand public 
transportation opportunities, invest in infrastructure improvements, and focus transportation dollars on 
solving major problems. 
 
The City of Kirkland actively advocates for non-motorized transportation improvements, transit, mass transit, 
walking, biking, skinny streets, maintaining the basic road infrastructure and other techniques that promote 
sustainable mobility.  Our pedestrian promotion and safety programs are nationally recognized.  In addition, 
the city has worked with transit agencies and others to fund a Downtown Transit Center, a Freeway Direct 
Transit Access Project, and a Transit Center at Evergreen Hospital, one of our largest employers.  In 2005, 
the City signed the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreement and has adopted greenhouse 
gas emission reduction targets for the years 2012, 2020 and 2050.  The City recognizes that a significant 
reduction in vehicle miles traveled will be necessary to meet these goals. 
 
The Kirkland City Council is cognizant of the importance of federal transportation funding.  The upcoming 
reauthorization of the U.S. Highway and Transit Bill provides an opportunity for additional non-motorized 
and transit funding in addition to necessary investments in existing infrastructure.  The Kirkland City Council 
will support these changes in the 2009 legislative agenda. 
 
The Kirkland City Council congratulates WashPIRG on it it’s “21st Century Transportation for America” 
campaign and supports your agency’s commitment to federal transportation funding reform.  Please keep 
the City informed of your efforts by contacting Erin Leonhart, Intergovernmental Relations Manager, at 425-
587-3009.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kirkland City Council 
 
 
 
By James L. Lauinger, Mayor 
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