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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 
Date: May 5, 2008 
 
Subject: Public Works Week, May 19-23, 2008 
 
 
 
Each year the American Public Works Association promotes Public Works Week throughout the nation. Each city or 
county can choose to what extent they celebrate and acknowledge Public Works Week.  The purpose of the week is 
to educate the public on the benefits provided to the community through the physical infrastructure and the efforts of 
public works professionals. In addition, a significant portion of the education efforts is to inform the public of the role 
it plays in making good choices to help maintain the physical infrastructure and natural environment. Specifically, 
solid waste recycling, water conservation, travel by alternative modes, promoting natural runoff, enhancing water 
quality and reporting problems with the infrastructure are some ways citizens participate in managing and protecting 
both the public works system and the natural environment. In addition, another element of Public Works Week is to 
inform the citizens of the value they receive for their investment in the public works infrastructure. Citizens pay a 
variety of rates, fees, charges and taxes for a host of public works services. Another purpose of the week is to 
educate the public on the value it receives, including a transportation network, solid waste disposal and recycling, 
water quality, reduced flooding and erosion, clean water, wastewater collection and treatment, and other services. 
 
This week in the City of Kirkland will include displays on Wednesday, May 21 at the Wednesday Market on Park 
Lane. Public Works staff will be on hand in separate booths to answer questions and display equipment. There will 
be handouts for children, educational information about conservation, surface water management, pedestrian safety, 
alternative fuel equipment and recycling. In addition the Public Works video will be shown. On Thursday, May 22, 
there will be a meeting with all public works staff to thank them for their efforts. Finally, enclosed in this packet is a 
proclamation recognizing May 19-23, 2008 as Public Works Week. 
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 A PROCLAMATION OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 

 
Designating May 19-23, 2008 as 

“Public Works Week” in the City of Kirkland 
 
 
WHEREAS, Public Works is an essential fabric of the quality of life in modern society, and 
 
WHEREAS, many of the essential services of a productive life such as clean water, drainage, safe roads, solid 
waste collection, bicycle lanes, safe walk routes, wastewater collection and treatment, and other elements are 
built or inspected by, and maintained by the Kirkland Public Works Department, and 
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of Kirkland own, through the City, 310 lane miles of roads, 29 lighted crosswalks, 
202 vehicles, 168 miles of water mains, 141 miles of storm pipe, 114 miles of sewer main and 200,000 
square feet of buildings and grounds, and 
 
WHEREAS, that infrastructure is maintained and operated by the 102 employees of the Kirkland Public 
Works Department, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland, through City Council action, has been a leader in sustainability, pedestrian 
safety and recycling, and  
 
WHEREAS, the citizens support Public Works services and programs through taxes and rates, and are 
knowledgeable stewards of the infrastructure and the environment, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland Public Works Department is proud of its history of service and excellence, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the American Public Works Association is celebrating the contributions of public works 
departments across the United States this month, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, James L. Lauinger, Mayor of Kirkland, do hereby proclaim the week of May 19-23, 
2008, as Public Works Week in the City of Kirkland, and call upon all citizens to join me in celebrating their 
investment in the public works of the City of Kirkland, Washington. 
 
 

Signed this 20th day of May, 2008 
 
                  

  ______________________ 
          James L. Lauinger, Mayor 


