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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Marie Stake, Communications Program Manager 
 
Date: April 17, 2008 
 
Subject: Arts Education Week Proclamation 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that Mayor James L. Lauinger proclaim May 11 - 17, 2008 Arts Education Week. 
 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
Una McAlinden, Executive Director of ArtsEd Washington and the City’s Cultural Council have asked that Mayor 
Lauinger designate May 11 - 17 as Arts Education Week.  ArtsEd Washington, Washington Alliance for Arts Education 
is a non-profit organization that networks statewide agencies, arts organizations, schools, businesses and individuals 
committed to providing quality arts education to all students in Washington State.  
 
Kirkland’s proclamation serves as a spotlight for the collective efforts of arts educators, and will provide an 
opportunity for schools and communities in the area to recognize the value of arts education, to celebrate local arts 
education achievements, and to focus attention on the necessary work ahead to ensure “Arts for Every Student.” 
 
ArtsEd Washington hopes the proclamation will be an important catalyst to build community awareness of the crucial 
role of arts as part of a complete and balanced education. They hope to sustain the momentum and excitement of 
the week celebrating arts education into the other 51 weeks to ensure that all children have an opportunity to 
develop the creativity essential for life in the 21st century.  The Kirkland Cultural Council is a member of ArtsEd 
Washington. 
 
The week coincides with the 5th Annual Kirkland Artists Studio Tour, May 10 - 11 taking place around the city that is 
sponsored by the Cultural Council. 
 
Members of the Kirkland Cultural Council will be on hand at the May 6th meeting to accept the proclamation. 
 

Council Meeting:  05/06/2008
Agenda:  Special Presentations

Item #:  5. e.



 
 A PROCLAMATION OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 

 
Designating May 11 – 17, 2008 as 

“Arts Education Week” of the City of Kirkland 
 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland recognizes that arts education, defined as dance, music, theatre 
and visual arts, is an essential part of a complete and balanced education for all students; and  
 
WHEREAS, education in the arts develops imagination, empathy, and critical thinking, which in 
turn helps students reach their full potential for academic achievement and personal success; and                                
 
WHEREAS, participation in the arts helps keep students and educators more engaged in school 
by promoting creative and interdisciplinary instruction, providing an outlet for self-expression, and 
creating opportunities for individual achievement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the imagination and creativity are seen as increasingly critical capacities needed for 
success in the 21st Century, as evidenced by national reports and the Washington Learns report 
on educational reform in our state; and 
 
WHEREAS, high quality school-based arts education involves a wide range of partners including 
educators, artists and arts organizations, community members, and local and statewide 
organizations;  
 
THEREFORE, I, James L. Lauinger, Mayor of the City of Kirkland, do hereby proclaim May  
11-17, 2008 as Arts Education Week in the City of Kirkland and urge all citizens to honor all 
students’ artistic talents, celebrate arts education programs and recommit ourselves to making the 
arts part of every students’ education. 

 
          Signed this 6th Day of May, 2008 
 
 
 
                   ______________________ 
        James L. Lauinger, Mayor 


