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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Stephanie Day, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 
 
Date: April 15, 2008 
 
Subject: American Red Cross/COK Shelter Team Recognition 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Recognize the American Red Cross volunteers who successfully completed the recent shelter training 
series, offered in partnership with the City of Kirkland. The eight participants are: Mary-Alyce Burleigh, 
Desire Goble, Rob Mechaley, Jr., Alex Morse, John O’Brien, Nancy Smersh, Thang Nguyen & Jaime Walker. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
In the wake of past events such as the Hanukah Eve Windstorm and last years flooding event, it’s become 
increasingly clear that a need for a community shelter in the Kirkland area is a real possibility.  It is also 
apparent that in order to effectively run and operate a shelter, a tremendous amount of resources 
(personnel, supplies, equipment) are needed.  Local jurisdictions, with their shrinking budgets and 
dwindling funding sources, just don’t have enough resources to adequately staff and manage a shelter, 
even with staff training and equipment.  This is a much larger, regional issue and requires assistance and 
collaboration with not only our regional partners, but also our community partners.   
 
In the Fall of 2007, the City partnered with the American Red Cross to recruit members of the community 
to become ARC volunteers.  The series of trainings ran over the course of several weekends and required 
commitment from all participants to attend each and every session.  This was no small feat and speaks 
highly of these individuals.  Their dedication and commitment to completing the series and serving their 
community is monumental. They are a vital and necessary part of our disaster planning and are a 
tremendous asset to our community.   
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