
 

 

CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Planning and Community Development Department 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA 98033   425.587-3225 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Joan Lieberman-Brill, AICP, Senior Planner 
 Paul Stewart, AICP, Deputy Director 
 Eric Shields, AICP, Director 
 
Date: March 5, 2008 
 
Subject: Transmittal of Planning Commission Recommendation on the Nakhjiri / 

Kirkland Congregational Church – United Church of Christ Private 
Amendment Request (File ZON07-00010) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council: 
 

• Consider the recommendation from the Planning Commission in support of the proposed 
Kirkland Comprehensive Plan amendment and rezone of the American Legion site and 
opposing the same proposed amendment for the Kirkland Congregational Church (KCC) 
site, and  

• Provide direction to staff to move forward with drafting an “intent to adopt” resolution to 
be considered at your April 15 meeting.  . 

 
COUNCIL REVIEW 
 
The March 18th meeting is Council’s opportunity to provide direction on any changes to the 
recommendation discussed in this memorandum.  Staff will then draft an “intent to adopt 
resolution”, to be adopted by Council in April as a place keeper for this private amendment 
request.  It will be incorporated into an ordinance adopting all 2007-2008 updates to the Plan for 
your consideration in the summer of 2008.     
 
At your meeting, Karen Tennyson, Planning Commission Chair, will transmit the Commission’s 
recommendation and staff will present an overview of the recommended rezone for a portion of the 
study area.  Staff suggests that Council consider the policy highlights and issues listed in Exhibit A, 
the Commission’s recommendation memo, as a guide for discussion of the recommended action. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
 

 

Council Meeting:  03/18/2008
Agenda:  New Business

Item #:  11. a.
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Nakhjiri /Kirkland Congregational Church Private Amendment Request 
 
The request is to change the land use designation and zoning of parcels located at 106 and 138 
5th Avenue and intervening alley (owned by the City) from RS 5.0 at 9 dwelling units per acre (low 
density residential) to Planned Area 7A (PLA 7A) at 18 dwelling units per acre (high density 
residential) so that the zoning boundary line between the RS 5.0 zone and the PLA 7A zone is 
extended westward midblock between 5th and 6th Avenues to First Street and includes the entire 
KKC site.  The Nakhjiri parcel is located at 138 5th Avenue and is the former site of the American 
Legion Hall.  The current owners purchased the property in 2006 and would now like to remove 
the structure to construct a duplex on the site.  The KCC is located at 106 5th Avenue.  The Church 
would like to have the future option to replace its existing parking lot with low-income housing units 
over underground parking.  The Church has no immediate plans or schedule for redevelopment.  
Attachment 1 is a map showing the location of the private amendment request.    
 
Planning Commission Recommendation 
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommends approval of the Nakhjiri private amendment 
request (PAR) and against the KCC request; 5 in favor and 2 opposed (see Exhibit A).  The 
Planning Commission’s recommended amendment to the Zoning Map and Comprehensive Plan 
Land Use Map appear as Attachments 2 and 3 to this memorandum.    
 
While the Nakhjiri rezone should have been considered during the 2006 Norkirk Neighborhood 
Plan update, the Commission concluded that the logical zoning boundary between low density and 
PLA 7 is the city owned alley abutting and to the east of the Nakhjiri property.  The rezone will 
result in continuity between the subject property and those parcels immediately to the east and 
south currently zoned PLA 7A (high density).   
 
The Planning Commission recommends against the KCC request.  While the majority of the 
Commission is sympathetic to the Church’s mission and in support of affordable housing, it felt 
that the speculative nature of such a fundamental land use change in an area that encroaches into 
single family would be disingenuous in light of the recently adopted Norkirk Neighborhood Plan.   
 
The minority of the Commission felt that with adoption of special regulations as recommended by 
staff to mitigate the neighborhood compatibility issues, the opportunity to provide affordable 
housing with a willing partner should not be missed.  They argued that limiting the style of 
development to single family abutting First Street and north of the midblock alley between 5th and 
6th Avenues, where the church adjoins single family development, would provide a buffer between 
existing neighboring single-family homes and the stacked or attached units to be built on the 
remainder of the KCC site.  They added that the subject property is well positioned across the 
street from an institutional use (city hall) and close to downtown.  Additionally, they felt that this 
rezone justified the requirement that 50% of units be affordable since they considered provision of 
affordable housing as the rationale for approval of the rezone.   
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Public Process 
 
The proposed private amendment followed the Process IV procedures as established in the Zoning 
Code for amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Map.  In addition to notifying the 
Norkirk Neighborhood Association and the Chamber of Commerce, property owners within 300 
feet of the study area were mailed notice and two public notice signs were erected in front of the 
study area.  Additionally, the list serve for the Norkirk Neighborhood Plan update was used to email 
all subscribers the public notice.   
 
The City Council began the annual review of 2007 – 2008 Private Amendment Requests (PAR’s) to 
amend the Comprehensive Plan on July 17, 2007.  At that time, the Council received a Threshold 
Determination recommendation from the Planning Commission to include the Nakhjiri PAR with 
those PAR’s that met eligibility criteria to proceed to Stage Two review, which entails full analysis 
and public review.  The Council concurred with the Commission’s recommendation and directed 
staff and the Planning Commission to proceed with the Stage Two review.  Additionally, based 
upon a written request from the Pastor at the Kirkland Congregational Church, at their August 7, 
2007 meeting the Council directed that the study area be expanded to include a larger area 
located at 106 5th Avenue, adjoining the American Legion site.   
 
Since that time, the Planning Commission has held several study sessions (August 23 and October 
11) and a public hearing (January 24) on these two private amendment requests (see PC Meeting 
Packets and PC Minutes for these meetings).   
 
The Growth Management Act allows amendments to the Comprehensive Plan to occur only once 
annually.  Adoption by ordinance of all 2007 -2008 changes to the Plan and implementing 
development regulations (i.e. zoning), as a result of this and other PAR’s will occur in the summer 
of 2008, along with all city initiated amendments.  Prior to that, on April 15th City Council will 
consider approval of a resolution of intent to adopt this PAR recommendation as modified, based 
upon Council’s direction on March 18th.  This resolution will act as a place keeper until final 
adoption occurs in the summer, allowing a shift of focus of the work program onto other tasks.     
 
Public Comment 
 
Written Comment 
 
All comment letters and emails are included as Exhibit B to this memorandum.  Of the fifteen 
received, nine letters/emails were from citizens who submitted comments more than once.  Eight 
letters/emails were received prior to the study session on October 11, and seven were received 
prior to the public hearing on January 24.   
 
One of the letters was from applicant Reverend Dr. Walter John Boris, representing the KCC, 
explaining his absence from the October 11 study session.   
 

 

http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/Planning/Planning_Commission.htm
http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/Planning/Planning_Commission.htm
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Four letters expressed opposition to the KCC rezone request only, and are summarized below: 
 

• Multifamily development changes the soul of neighborhood 
• The Norkirk Neighborhood Plan, adopted on January 16, 2007, specifically states that the 

Norkirk Neighborhood should retain its single family housing.  Honor the Plan.   
• Rezone would be precedent for allowance of multifamily creep, and erosion of single-family 

core.   
• Speculative motive for rezone – it will increase the value of future property development 

and broaden financial opportunity based on increased density potential.   
• Affordable housing policy should be developed comprehensively, rather than on case by 

case basis, through rezone requests.   
• Affordable housing proposal is uncertain.   
• If the alley were vacated, it would result in a fire safety hazard. (As noted during the Oct. 

study session, the city owns the alley between the KCC and Nakhjiri site, and has no plans 
to sell the property or change its current use as a street.)   

 
Eight letters/emails expressed opposition to both rezones.  (Of the eight letters expressing 
opposition to both requests, one party submitted two prior to the study session.  A 3rd letter by the 
same party, submitted prior to the public hearing, opposed only the KCC rezone.)  The reasons 
expressed for opposing both rezone requests include those opposing the KCC rezone, along with 
the additional reasons summarized below: 
 

• The current owners of the American Legion site knew what the development potential was 
and were aware of the cost/risk of redeveloping the site under current zoning.  They 
should not now use the argument that they can not effectively redevelop the site to fit their 
needs without density increase.  Their poor business decision should not impact the 
neighborhood.     

• View obstruction, air and noise pollution. 
• Lack of transparency with the decision by Council to expand study area to include KCC 

rezone request after the Threshold determination process was completed for all other 
private amendment requests.  Not understanding how /why a formal request wasn’t 
submitted by KCC as required for Nakhjiri Private Amendment Request.   

• Rezone of either property would be precedent for allowance of multifamily creep, and 
erosion of single-family core.   

• Multi-family housing results in rental housing.   
• Lack of understanding of what affordable housing means 
• Rezone request puts neighbors in a position of defending the recently adopted Norkirk 

Neighborhood Plan, which doesn’t seem right.   
 
Two letters from the Kirkland Heritage Society expressed opposition to the Nakhjiri rezone request 
only.  They argued that the land use re-designation and rezone request should be opposed, 
because it would ensure the demolition of the historic structure, and that would be inconsistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan.  The building is the site of the former American Legion Hall, which is 
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recognized as an community landmark in the Comprehensive Plan because it is one of a few 
remaining buildings that recognizes the role of veterans in our community.  (However, as pointed 
out in the staff memorandums – even though the Plan does contain goals and policies concerning 
the preservation of historic structures in Kirkland, the City cannot require that the structure be 
preserved, regardless of the land use designation or zoning classification.  The city pursued 
research into the purchase of the site in 2006 and concluded that it would be too costly to 
remodel, restore and preserve for city purposes.  Unless a willing party steps up to voluntarily 
preserve it, there is no mechanism to require preservation.)     
 
Oral Comment 
 
Nine people spoke at the public hearing.  Two of the nine who spoke were the co-owners of the 
American Legion Hall site, Mr. Mehdi Nakhjiri and Mr. Youssef Parast; and one represented the 
KCC, Reverend Walter John Boris.   
 
Reverend Boris reiterated that it was not his intent to bypass the private amendment process by 
visiting the Council prior to coming to the Planning Commission, but rather, because he heard that 
the Nakhjiri and KCC sites had been left out of the Norkirk Neighborhood Plan update, he wanted 
to take part in the current process by piggybacking the KCC rezone request onto the Nakhjiri 
rezone request, and in doing so save the City time by combining the requests.  He explained the 
inspiration for the request came from its sister church in Seattle, University Congregational 
Church, which developed low income units in conjunction with a few market rate units, on a 
portion of its parking lot in partnership with King County, the City and the State.  His intent is to be 
able to similarly provide low income housing on a portion of the KCC parking lot, partnering with 
some combination of King County, City and State.  He expressed the need for Kirkland to address 
the community value of taking care of all our citizens, and that KCC is a partner in that in asking 
for this rezone.   
 
The co-owners of the American Legion site summarized that the reason for their request is to be 
able to re-develop in a similar manner as the remainder of the block east of the city owned alley, 
namely, multifamily residential.  They intend to live on the property and believe that while a duplex 
would be compatible with adjoining residential development; single family wouldn’t match the 
existing development style on the north side of 5th Avenue.  They also reiterated that this proposal 
should be viewed separately from the KCC request.   
 
The rest of the comments summarized below, were from neighbors opposed to the rezones for the 
following reasons: 
 

• Property values decrease adjoining low income housing and Tent City,  
• Lack of understanding of what affordable housing is and that it goes against quality 

neighborhoods for people who have been successful.   
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• Multi family zoning is not an appropriate land use in this location where there is 
predominately single family housing.  The discussion of affordable housing has taken this 
primary issue of land use off track.   

• The speculative nature of the affordable housing proposal should be reason enough to 
oppose. 

• Lack of transparency in adding KCC request to Nakhjiri private amendment request   
• Proposal compromises Norkirk Neighborhood Plan 

 
Factors and Approval Criteria to be Considered 
 
The following Factors to Consider in Approving an Amendment to the Comprehensive Plan, found 
in Zoning Code Section 140.25 must be considered when reviewing a private amendment request: 
 
1. The effect upon the physical, natural, economic, and/or social environments. 
 

For the social environment, approval of the request may hasten the demolition of the American 
Legion Hall, which is designated as a community landmark in the Comprehensive Plan; 
however, demolition could occur with or without the rezone.  It is likely that the rezone, which 
increases density from 9 to 18 units per acre and therefore allows two rather than one 
residential unit, will provide economic motivation to redevelop the site.  Preservation of 
community landmarks is entirely voluntary.  In 2006, after looking into the potential of 
purchasing the site, the city concluded that it was too costly to preserve and remodel the 
building.    
 

2. The compatibility with and impact on adjacent land uses and surrounding neighborhoods. 
 

The proposed rezone from low density RS 5.0 to high density PLA 7A would result in the 
potential for multifamily rather than single family development, and double the currently 
allowed density from 9 to 18 dwelling units per acre.   
 
If rezoned, the Nakhjiri site would result in one additional dwelling unit for a total of two units.  
The Nakhjiri site continues the pattern of multifamily development and institutional uses in PLA 
7 to the east and south, and is separated from the rest of the low density RS 5.0 zone to the 
west by an alley.  It would remain separated from the low density development to the north by 
the existing midblock alley between 5th and 6th Avenues.  The alleys provide a manmade 
separation between the zones.  Here the rezone would result in similar density found to the 
east.   
 
If rezoned, the KCC site would result in 9 additional dwelling units for a total of 17 units.  The 
KCC site is surrounded on its north, west and a portion of its east side by low density, single 
family development.  The Church has historically been a buffer between that single family 
development and the higher density and more intensive PLA 7A development to the east and 
south.  The recently adopted Norkirk Plan reinforced this development pattern and its 
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boundaries with policies to allow a range of residential densities within Planned Area 7 while 
retaining the predominately detached single family housing style at the core of the 
neighborhood in existing low density zones.  Here the proposed rezone would be incompatible 
with adjoining lot sizes to the north, west and northeast.    

 
3. The adequacy of and impact on public facilities and services, including utilities, roads, public 

transportation, parks, recreation, and schools.   
 

Existing public facilities are adequate to serve the recommended PLA 7A zoning.  The site is 
accessed by local access streets and is near transit routes on Market Street and downtown.  
Public utilities exist throughout the area.  The site is near Kirkland Junior High School and 
Peter Kirk Elementary School.   

 
4. The quality and location of land planned for the proposed land use type and density. 
 

The Nakhjiri property is located adjacent to similar land use types and higher density to the 
east.  The KCC property serves more as a transition from the higher density and institutional 
use (City Hall) to the single family lower density development to the north and northeast. 

 
5. The effect, if any, upon other aspects of the Comprehensive Plan.   
 

If the land use designation for this site is changed for either site, the city wide and 
neighborhood plan land use map would need to be changed.  Other aspects of the 
Comprehensive Plan are expected to be unaffected.   

 
The city may amend the Comprehensive Plan only if it finds that the following Criteria found in 
Zoning Code Section 140.30 are met: 
 
1. The amendment must be consistent with the Growth Management Act. 
2. the amendment must be consistent with the countywide planning policies 
3. The amendment must not be in conflict with other goals, policies, and provisions of the 

Comprehensive Plan. 
4. The amendment will result in long term benefits to the community as a whole, and is in the 

best interest of the community.   
 
The rezone to PLA 7A of the Nakhjiri site is in the best interest of the City and is consistent with the 
GMA, countywide planning policies and the Kirkland Comprehensive Plan by providing a logical 
boundary between the high and low density zones.    
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SEPA Compliance 
 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) materials are available for viewing in the formal file located 
in the Planning Department or see Attachment 2 of the January 24 staff memorandum.  
 
Attachments 
1. Nakhjiri / Kirkland Congregational Church Private Amendment Request Study Area Map 
2. Recommended amendment to the Comprehensive Plan  
3. Recommended amendment to the Zoning Map 
 
Exhibits 
A. Planning Commission Recommendation Memo 
B. Comment Letters 
 
CC: ZON07-00010 
Planning Commission 
Mehdi Nakhjiri, 10420 NE 55th Street, Kirkland, WA  98033 
Youssef Parast, 1534 4th St, Kirkland, WA  98033 parast@comcast.net  
Melody B. McCutcheon, HCMP, 500 Galland Building, 1221 Second Ave., Seattle, WA  98101 
mbm@hcmp.com  
Reverend Dr. Walter John Boris, Pastor, Kirkland Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, 

106 Fifth Ave., Kirkland, WA  98033 
Norkirk Neighborhood Association  
Kirkland Chamber of Commerce 
 
 

 

http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/__shared/assets/Combined_Nakhjiri_PAR_SFS7724.pdf
mailto:parast@comcast.net
mailto:mbm@hcmp.com
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CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Planning and Community Development Department 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA 98033   425.587-3225 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kirkland City Council 
 
From: Karen Tennyson, Chair, Kirkland Planning Commission 
 
Date: March 5, 2008 
 
Subject: Planning Commission Recommendation to adopt the Nakhjiri / Kirkland 

Congregational Church – United Church of Christ Private Amendment Request 
(File ZON07-00010) 

 
Introduction 
 
We are pleased to submit the recommendation on the Nakhjiri / Kirkland Congregational Church 
Private Amendment Request (PAR).  The Commission recommends that the request to increase 
density and change the zoning classification be approved for the Nakhjiri site, and denied for the 
Kirkland Congregational Church (KCC) property.  We believe that the site of the former American 
Legion Hall should be added to the Planned Area 7A zone because it is located next to an alley, 
which provides a logical zoning boundary for the high density zone, but that expanding the zone 
past the alley, westward to First Street and northward to 6th Avenue (KCC site) would not be 
consistent with the Norkirk Neighborhood Plan policies adopted just a year ago to protect low 
density single-family development.  While the request by KCC to provide affordable housing at their 
site is commendable, it does not justify the requested land use change at this time.   
 
Policy Highlights  
 
The Norkirk Neighborhood Plan was updated in January 2007 culminating a 3 year public 
involvement process.  Norkirk Neighborhood Plan policies address protecting the low density single 
family residential core and limiting encroachment by more intensive and denser development to 
the existing Planned Area 7 zones.   
 

• Residential Land Use Goal N-3 states “Promote and retain the residential character of the 
neighborhood while accommodating compatible infill development and redevelopment.”   

• Policy N-3.1 states “Retain the predominantly detached single family housing style in the 
core of the Norkirk Neighborhood.”   

• Planned Area 7 Land Use Goal N-5 states “Maintain effective transitional uses between the 
downtown and the low-density residential core of the neighborhood.”   
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• Policy N-5.1 states “Allow a range of residential densities in Planned Area 7.”  Text 
supporting this policy notes that future development throughout PLA 7 should be 
compatible with the scale of structures in adjacent single-family zones.   

 
The Commission recognizes that it was an oversight during the Neighborhood Plan update process 
to revise the boundary between the high density PLA 7A and the low density RS 5.0 zone to the 
existing city owned alley adjoining and to the west of the Nakhjiri site.  This is a logical boundary 
separating PLA 7A, with its existing multi-family development to the east, and the low density RS 
5.0 zone to the west.   
 
While the Commission is comfortable with a minor zoning boundary change to include the 5,100 
square feet Nakhjiri site, we cannot justify the density increase of an almost one-acre parcel that 
adjoins single family development on its north, west and northeast sides.  That would represent an 
unacceptable intrusion into the low density core.   
 
Planning Commission Issues 
 
Process  
 
While the Nakhjiri PAR was recommended by the Commission for Private Amendment Request 
Stage Two review through the annual Comprehensive Plan Amendment process, the study area 
was expanded to include the KCC site after the Council received a request from Pastor Boris, 
representing KCC.  The Commission recognizes that the legislative nature of the annual Plan 
update process allows the Council to expand the study area of any PAR.  In this case neighbors 
spoke of their concerns for this process.  They were concerned on two counts; 1) that the applicant 
for the KCC should have submitted a request as part of the Threshold Determination submittal 
deadline, and; 2) because the Norkirk Neighborhood Plan update was recently completed and 
already changes were being requested.  They also expressed concerns that the issue of 
affordability was conceptual and vague.   
 
The majority of the Commission concurred that it would be inappropriate to rezone the KCC site to 
PLA 7A at this time, without more information as to the proposed concept for an affordable 
housing project, particularly in light of the extensive Norkirk Neighborhood Plan public process that 
resulted in agreement regarding where and when increased density would be acceptable in the 
neighborhood.   
 
Affordable Housing 
 
The Commission is sympathetic to the Churches’ mission and sincerity to provide affordable 
housing.  The Commission discussed options currently available to the applicant, under existing RS 
5.0 zoning.  While this remedy may not provide as much flexibility as would rezoning to 
multifamily, the applicant could currently subdivide the site into up to 8 lots at full build out, and 
provide one home and one Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) on each lot, resulting in 16 total 
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dwelling units.  ADU’s can be affordable dwelling units.  This is one less dwelling unit as would be 
allowed if the KCC site were to be rezoned to PLA 7A.  (At full build out if rezoned to PLA 7A, 17 
units could be developed).   
 
Additionally, while the Commission does not support the rezone, we discussed what the acceptable 
number of affordable units would be if the site were rezoned.  Some felt that it could be justified 
only if the percentage of mandatory affordable units required is at least 50% of the dwelling units, 
since affordable housing is the major rationale for the rezone.  Others pointed out that this 
percentage might not pencil out for anyone other than the current owner who is volunteering to 
provide affordable housing.  Because there are no guarantees that the current owner will proceed, 
the percentage needs to be realistic.   
 
The Commission noted that since the church had no specific plans to develop the property at this 
time the KCC could possibly bring back another PAR proposal in the future that demonstrates what 
their intentions are and a conceptual site plan incorporating features that address the 
neighborhood compatibility concerns expressed by the neighbors during this process.     
 
Public Participation 
The Planning Commission held two study sessions leading up to the January 24th public hearing.  
At the hearing, nine citizens provided oral testimony to the Commission.  We received 15 written 
comments, with the majority opposing both rezones.   
 
cc: ZON07-00010 
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File ZON07-00010 

From: Dan Ross [djexec1@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2007 4:01 PM 
To: Joan Lieberman-Brill 
Subject: Nakhjiri/Kirkland 
Joan,
              We,  Dan @ Joy Ross owners of the two properties adjoining the above mentioned 
Property to the north object to any rezone. Our Prperties are 129 and 133 6th ave. 
                                                            Thank you, Dan & Joy Ross
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File ZON07-00010 

Dear Ms. Liberman-Brill, 

Please convey my regrets to the Kirkland Planning Commission that I am unable to attend the 
October 11, 2007 meeting.  I intended on being present, as I was at a previous City Council 
meeting and Planning Commission meeting to present the re-zone request on behalf of Kirkland 
Congregational Church.  But I was called out-of-state for a denominational meeting. 

Our request is a direct one, and I presented our reasoning in my original letter: we heard that 
the Nakhijiri property was going to be considered for re-zoning and realized that it would be 
prudent of us to make the same request.  We have already demonstrated our concern about the 
lack of affordable housing and would like to keep open the possibility that we could build some 
needed units if funding became available. 

Thank you for considering our request. 

Rev. Dr. Walter John Boris 
Kirkland Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 
106 Fifth Ave. 
Kirkland, WA 98033



Exhibit B-7
File ZON07-00010



Exhibit B-7
File ZON07-00010



Exhibit B-8 
File ZON07-00010 

October 11, 2007 

Joan Lieberman-Brill 
Planning & Community Development Department 
City of Kirkland 
123 5th Ave., 
Kirkland
WA 98033 

Re: File no. ZON07-00010 

Dear Joan, 

My name is Siobhan Ferguson and my family lives at 517 1st Street. We live directly 
opposite Kirkland Congregational Church. We are firmly opposed to the proposed re-
zoning of this important landmark. 
In my view the removal of the local church and its surrounds would have a big impact on 
the availability of an important community service and a loss of an important example of 
late post-modern architecture. 

The charm of Kirkland is its village atmosphere and not its residential density.  We chose 
to live here over Redmond and Bellevue for the urban layout, and most importantly for 
the feeling of a small town community. 
Pursuing high density housing in this proposed area doesn’t work. Kirkland currently has 
high density housing generally along its perimeters, leaving most of the central core for 
single family housing. This layout works for aesthetic and practical reasons. 

 We enjoy the charm and vitality the Congregational Church brings to this neighborhood.  
If we reduce the availability of public places (this church provides many non- religious 
services) where will groups, organizations turn to for their events?  

Kirkland prides itself on being one of the few eastside neighborhoods with a village like 
feel. We would like to keep it this way and to achieve this we must preserve existing and 
active community facilities amongst our residences.   

Yours sincerely, 

Siobhan Ferguson
517 1st St 
Kirkland
WA 98033 
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KIRKLAND HERITAGE SOCIETY 
203 Market Street, Heritage Hall 
Kirkland, WA  98033 

January 24, 2008 

City Planning Commission 
City of Kirkland 
123 Fifth Avenue 
Kirkland, WA  98033 

RE:  Process IV permit for Nakhjiri  (Former American Legion Hall Building) 

On behalf of the Board of the Kirkland Heritage Society I am writing to request that you not 
approve the application to amend the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map and Zoning Map on 
the site of the former American Legion Hall building.  This action will cause the demolition of 
this historic structure which would be inconsistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

One of the adopted Framework Goals (FG-6) in the Plan is relates to historic preservation and in 
the Community Character Chapter (IV) this is further detailed with Goal CC-2: Preserve and 
Enhance Kirkland’s historic identity. A series of five Policies deal with: 
 Policy CC-2.1: Preserve historic resources and community landmarks of 
recognized significance. 
 Policy CC-2.2: Identify and prioritize historic properties for protection, 
enhancement and recognition.  Two lists contain 30 buildings and 3 sites – The American Legion 
Hall is on List B as a Community Landmark. 
 Policy CC-2.3: Deals with providing incentives to private owners for preservation. 
 Policy CC-2.4: Notes that adjacent structures should recognize the historic 
resource when being built or remodeled. 
 Policy CC-2.5: Encourages the use of visual and oral records to identify and 
interpret the history of Kirkland. 

The American Legion Hall is a recognized Community Landmark in the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan.  It served as a Baptist Church prior to being purchased by the American Legion.  In the 
1930’s it was remodeled by the Works Progress Administration (WPA).  It is one of the few 
remaining buildings that recognize the role of veterans in our community. Those associated with 
the American Legion and its Auxiliary were the early leaders of the community.  All of these 
factors contribute to its historic significance. 

Policy CC2.1 identifies a variety of methods to preserve historic resources and community 
landmarks.  The present use by the Church is certainly an option that fits the methods identified.  
Again, we request that you deny this request to change the Comprehensive Plan Map and Zoning 
Map.  This recognized historic resource should be preserved!  It would be unfortunate if this is 
the first building on the City’s list to be demolished. 

Thanks you for your consideration. 

Robert G. Burke, President 
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