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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Jenny Gaus, Surface Water Engineering Supervisor 
 Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 
Date: October 4, 2007 
 
Subject: Response Letter to Keith Maehlum 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
It is recommended that Council authorize the Mayor to sign the enclosed response letter to Keith Maehlum which 
details changes that have been made to the 2008-2013 Surface Water CIP. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
Mr. Maehlum met with City staff in July of 2007 to discuss flooding that has been occurring at the Plaza at 
Yarrow Bay Business Park.  Mr. Maehlum is a part-owner of this office park.  He was concerned because a 
project that included measures to reduce flooding of the office park as well as replacement of the culvert 
beneath Lake Washington Boulevard, SD-0048 Cochran Springs/Lake Washington Boulevard Crossing 
Enhancement, had been moved to the unfunded list in the Preliminary 2008-2013 CIP.  The flooding of the 
office park appears to result from sediment buildup in Cochran Springs Creek, which runs through the 
office park in a city-owned parcel.  Following discussions with Mr. Maehlum, and in further investigation of 
the situation, staff recommended that the flood relief measures for the office park be constructed 
separately from the rest of the SD-0048 project.   
 
The SD-0048 project had been moved to the unfunded portion of the CIP because it does not appear that 
replacement of the culvert beneath Lake Washington Boulevard will be necessary, based on the fact that 
the existing culvert has not caused flooding of Lake Washington Boulevard through the several extreme 
(100-year plus intensity) rain events that have occurred in the past few years.  The Lake Washington 
Boulevard culvert replacement comprised the majority of the project budget, making the cost/benefit of the 
overall project unfavorable.   
 
The following changes have been made in the 2008-2013 CIP in response to staff review and to Mr. 
Maehlum’s letter and testimony: 
 

• New project SD-0065 Cochran Springs Creek/Plaza at Yarrow Bay Flood Control has been added.  
Project will provide flood reduction at the office park and riparian restoration.  It is funded at $156,000 and 
is scheduled to begin in 2008. 
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• The budget for project SD-0048 Cochran Springs/Lake Washington Boulevard Crossing Enhancement 
has been reduced by $156,000.  This project will remain on the unfunded list.  Staff will continue 
to monitor the Lake Washington Boulevard culvert to determine whether or not a replacement 
crossing for the stream is warranted. 

 
The letter to Mr. Maehlum details these changes.  Should you have any questions or concerns about these 
changes to the CIP, please contact Jenny Gaus, Surface Water Engineering Supervisor. 
 
Attachment 1:   
Letter from Keith Maehlum to the Honorable Mayor Lauinger and Kirkland City Council dated September 4, 
2007 
 
 



September 4,2007 

Honorable Mayor Lauinger and Kirkland City Council 
City of Kirlclaild 
123 Fifth Avenue 
Kisldand, WA 98033 

Re: Preliminary 2008-20 13 CIP 
Cocluan Springs Creek, Project Number SD 0048 

Honorable Mayor Lauinger and Kirlcland City Council, 

We would appreciate your consideration of dividing the Cocluan Springs Creek project 
into two parts; the first pait to be funded as soon as possible would address flood control 
measures for Cochran Springs Creek and the second part to remain unfunded would 
address the Lake Washington Boulevard crossing. 

We are the owners of the Plaza at Yarrow Bay, a 300,000 sf, Class A office campus on 
Lake Washington Boulevard just north of SR-520 and home to many high quality office 
tenants such as University of Washington, Manpower International, Windermere Real 
Estate and Electronic Evidence Discovery, just to name a few. 

A public stream corridor containing Cocluan Springs Creek bisects the northern portion 
of the office campus as shown on the enclosed photo. Several times over the last several 
years, the creek has overflowed its south bank and flooded a significant portion of the 
parking lot as shown on the enclosed diagmn. At least once in recent years, the creek 
overflowed to such a degree that the flooding extended beyond the parking lot to the 
lower structured parking area and the ca~~~pus ' s  exercise facility. Every time that the 
parking lot and exercise facility is flooded, there is a fair amount of property damage and 
extensive clean up required. We have not sought rei~nbursement from the City for this 
damage in the past. In addition, the flooding causes considerable inconvenience to the 
campus's employees who cannot get access to their cars due to the depth of the water in 
the parking lot. 

After reviewing this matter with City Staff from Parks and Public Works, we understand 
that the cause of the creek flooding is sedi~nent buildup in the stream channel west of 
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Lake Washington Boulevard. The 2006-20 1 1 CIP included the entire project as fbnded 
with construction starting in 2009 and included a description that "sand in the stream 
appears to originate from springs and upwelling, as opposed to large-scale bank erosion," 
and that "sedinlent deposition downstreain of Lake Washington Boulevard may increase 
the risk of overbank flooding water in the Yarrow Bay busiiless park." Since then the 
project has been re-designated as unfunded. 

Our experience over the past few years is that the frequency and the severity of the 
flooding are increasing as the buildup of the sediment increases. We feel that the existing 
temporary flood control measures as shown on the enclosed photo are unsightly, could 
soon fail and do not convey a sense of quality or security to our tenants. Therefore, we 
request your consideration of authorizing a more perinanent flood control improveinent 
be constiucted to elimiilate future creek flooding as soon as possible. 

Please call me at 206-839-9867 or einail me at ~ ~ u n r @ h f l k l ~ t e . ~ o m  if you have 
any questions. 

' Keith Maehlum 

Tlre Plnzn rrt Yarrow Boy, Inc. 
2025 First Avenue + Suite 700 + Seattle, WA 98 12 1 

Telephone: (206) 448-5080 + Facsimile: (206) 448-5075 



















 
 
       D R A F T     
 
October 17, 2007 
 
Keith Maehlum, Vice President 
The Plaza at Yarrow Bay Inc. 
2025 First Avenue, Suite 700 
Seattle, WA  98121 
 
RE:  Flood Control Project in 2008-2013 CIP 
 
Dear Mr. Maehlum: 
 
Thank you for your letter and September 4th testimony concerning the 2008-2013 CIP and flooding 
at the Plaza at Yarrow Bay office park.  In response to your concerns, and after review by surface 
water staff, the 2008-2013 CIP has been altered as follows: 
 

• A new project, SD-0065 Cochran Springs Creek/Plaza at Yarrow Bay Flood Control has 
been added.  This project is funded at $156,000, and is scheduled to begin in 2008. 

 
• The estimated cost for SD-0048, which is currently unfunded, has been reduced by 

$156,000 to reflect the work that will be done under SD-0065. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns about the 2008-2013 CIP, please contact Jenny Gaus, 
Surface Water Engineering Supervisor, at (425) 587-3850.  The project will be assigned to a 
project engineer in January of 2008, and that person will be in contact with you concerning 
specifics such as design and schedule.  Thank you for your interest in surface water issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
City of Kirkland 
 
 
 
James Lauinger, Mayor 
 
Cc: Dave Snider, Capital Projects Supervisor 

Jenny Gaus, Surface Water Engineering Supervisor 
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