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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Tracy Burrows, Senior Management Analyst 
 
Date: January 25, 2007 
 
Subject: 2007 Legislative Session Status Report 
 
 
The 2007 Legislative Session is in its third week. The first legislative cut-off date is February 28th when bills must 
have progressed out of their house of origin.  
 
Below is a brief summary of the status of the City’s major issues that have been addressed to date: 
 

Municipal Courts: Kirkland supports cities’ ability to form municipal courts and is working to preserve all options 
for providing municipal court services in the future.   

Senator Adam Kline has introduced a bill that would allow cities to contract with one another, would require the 
election of all judges, and would expand the jurisdiction of municipal courts to include several types of protection 
orders.  This last provision could significantly expand the caseload of municipal courts without the commensurate 
resources to handle the workload.  At the hearing on the bill, AWC organized strong testimony in opposition to the 
election requirements and the expansion of municipal court jurisdiction.  AWC has developed an alternative bill that 
is limited to the issue of court contracting and Rep. Goodman is the prime sponsor for the bill.  It has yet to be 
scheduled for a hearing.  

 
Streamlined Sales Tax : Kirkland supports the objectives of the Streamlined Sales Tax project, including the 
application of sales tax to internet and catalogue sales.  Kirkland supports the seven principles for SST 
implementation that have been agreed upon by the Association of Washington Cities (AWC) SST Committee, 
including the goal of full mitigation for the sales tax revenue losses of negatively impacted cities.  
 
Both Senate and House SST bills appear to be poised to move forward with SST bills.  There is no organized 
opposition to SST.  If adopted, the effective date of the legislation would be July 1, 2008. 
 

Incentives for Affordable Housing : Kirkland supports incentives for affordable housing, including property 
tax exemptions to new or rehabilitated multi-family housing. 

Kirkland has worked with A Coalition for Regional Housing (ARCH) and AWC to draft a bill that would expand cities’ 
ability to grant property tax exemptions for new or rehabilitated multifamily housing, and in particular would allow for 
partial exemptions for rental housing.  Rep. Springer has signed onto the bill.  It has yet to be scheduled for a 
hearing.   

Council Meeting:  02/06/2007
Agenda:  Reports
Item #:   6. b. (2).



 
Transportation and Growth Management 
 
Kirkland is also monitoring a number of bills related to transportation funding and growth management.  For a 
number of years, Kirkland has partnered with AWC to support more local options for transportation funding.  This 
year, AWC has developed a bill that would give local governments that establish Transportation Benefit Districts the 
authority to impose up to a $20 motor vehicle license fee by a vote of the Council.  If applied in Kirkland, this would 
generate approximately $600,000 in revenue.  Rep. Springer has signed on to sponsor this bill.   
 
The Washington Association of Realtors has proposed amendments to the Growth Management Act that are aimed at 
increasing the supply and capacity of land within the Urban Growth Boundary.  While some of the proposed 
amendments are consistent with growth management goals, others appear to be intended to limit local government 
discretion over land use regulation and to expand the urban growth boundary.  Many of the concepts that the 
Realtors are advocating for were considered by the Governor’s affordable housing task force, but were not supported 
by a consensus of that group.  Kirkland is working with AWC and the Suburban Cities Association on a strategic 
response to these bills. 



2007 Legislative Issues Update 
 as of  

1/25/2007 

Kirkland Legislative Contacts 
Senator Eric Oemig: http://www.sdc.wa.gov/oemig.htm
Rep. Roger Goodman: http://www.housedemocrats.wa.gov/members/goodman/
Rep. Larry Springer: http://www.housedemocrats.wa.gov/members/springer/
Senator Rodney Tom: http://www.sdc.wa.gov/tom.htm
Rep. Ross Hunter: - http://www.housedemocrats.wa.gov/members/hunter/
Rep. Deb Eddy: http://www.housedemocrats.wa.gov/members/eddy/
  

Bill Number Legislative Issue Current Status – from AWC and leg.wa.gov Action 
Needed/Initiated 

MUNICIPAL FINANCE 
SB 5089 Streamlined Sales 

Tax 
Support. Conforming Washington's tax structure to the streamlined sales and use tax 

agreement.  Passed out of Ways and Means Committee.  In Senate Rules. 
HB 1072 Streamlined Sales 

Tax 
Support. Scheduled 
for Exec. Action 
1/26 

Conforming Washington's tax structure to the streamlined sales and use tax 
agreement.  Scheduled for executive action by House Finance Committee

HB 1342 LTAC Flexibility  Hearing scheduled 
for Feb 1

Clarifies the use of existing lodging tax revenues for tourism promotion. The bill 
would define “tourism promotion” to also include the operation of special events, 
not just marketing.  It also allows cities to support tourism-related facilities owned 
by a nonprofit organization.  

st. 

HB 1254 LTAC Flexibility Hearing scheduled 
for Feb 1

Expands the definition of “tourism related facilities” to include those owned by a 
nonprofit organization. It allows municipalities to contract with nonprofit 
organizations for tourism promotion activities.  

st. 

HB 1369 City Fiscal Flexibility No hearing 
scheduled yet. 

Expands voter-approved multi-year property tax lid lifts to all local jurisdictions i.e. 
library and fire districts. It also removes non-supplanting language on the lid lifts 
for cities and counties.   

ENVIRONMENT AND GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
 Ecology Issues 

NPDES Phase II 
Permit  

Will likely be 
appealed by 
multiple 
stakeholders   

Stormwater permit which affects 101 cities in Washington. Permit entails details 
about stormwater management requirements.   

stHB 1726 Housing Density  Hearing Feb 1  in 
House Local Govt. 

Changes the OFM population forecasting method based to account for job growth – 
will likely increase King County’s share of Puget Sound growth.  Also requires 
UGA to be sized for part-time, vacation, and second homes. 

stHB 1727 Housing Density Hearing Feb 1  in Adds local requirements for accommodating growth including provisions for a 



range of housing densities and mandatory use of innovative techniques if land 
supply is not adequate for projected population and employment growth. 

House Local Govt. 

HB 1358 Requiring 
Performance and 
Reasonable Measures 
for the Purpose of 
Growth Management 
Planning   

Requires all 29 GMA-planning counties to adopt policies and performance 
measures that regularly  review progress towards accommodating 20-year 
population and employment growth projections.  

Hearing scheduled 
January 25th  

SB 5372 
HB 1374 

Puget Sound Planning 
and Clean-Up 
Reorganization  

Recreates the state agency, Puget Sound Action Team, to be called the Puget Sound 
Partnership. This partnership will be governed by a seven-member council 
appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. Bill creates an action 
agenda which directs and coordinates efforts to restore Puget Sound Health by 2020. 
This agenda will effect the activities put on in surrounding counties.                            

Hearing held 
January 23rd  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT and INFRASTRUCTURE 
SB 5115 Local Infrastructure 

Financing Tool   
 Increases the competitive portion from $2.5 million to $5.0 million.  
 Repeals the one per county prohibition on using this authority. 
 Eliminates an assessed value per square foot requirement.  
  Provide several technical changes that will make the authority more 

flexible.  

Hearing on January 
24th   

HB 1091 
SB  5090 

Innovation Zones Authorizes CTED to designate innovation zones that must include a university or 
college, a concentration of R&D firms, and training capacity.  Innovation zones will 
be eligible for LIFT and possibly other funding sources. 

Hearing on January 
24th 

HB 1361 Dedicating Existing 
Revenue 
Infrastructure 
Funding  

Redirects part of the state Real Estate Exercise Tax (REET) for a variety of state 
recreational programs and also directs funding to the Public Works trust fund 
(PWTF).   

Hearing scheduled 
for January 25th  

ENERGY 
HB 1036 Creating Sustainable 

Energy Trust 
Entails charging all electric and natural gas retail customers a benefit charge to be 
then used to develop sustainable renewable resources.  

Hearing on Jan 
17th. 



LAW & JUSTICE  
SB 1036 Court Contracting 

and Election of 
Judges 

Testified at January 
19

Clarifies the authority the city has to contract court services.  Bill requires judges to 
be elected and expands the types of cases that municipal courts must hear.   th hearing. 

TRANSPORTATION 
 Transportation 

Benefit Districts   
No hearing 
scheduled yet.  

Transportation Benefit Districts are currently authorized and funding mechanisms 
require a vote of the people.  This bill would authorize an additional $20 in Motor 
Vehicle License Fees by councilmanic vote.  This would be approximately 
$600,000 in revenue in Kirkland.  

 
 


