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CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Department of Parks & Community Services 
505 Market Street, Suite A, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3300 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Jennifer Schroder, Director 
 
Date: December 15, 2006 
 
Subject: Letter to the Washington State Park Commission regarding the proposed Land Classifications 

for Saint Edward State Park 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council review the letter to the Washington State Park Commission regarding the 
proposed land classifications for Saint Edward State Park, and authorize the Mayor to sign on behalf of the City 
Council.   
 
BACKGROUND:  Since fall 2005, State Parks, with the assistance of a 15 member Citizen Advisory Committee, has 
worked to prepare the long-term boundary, land classification and comprehensive plan for Saint Edward State Park.  
The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission will take action on a staff-recommended long-term 
boundary and land classification at their regularly scheduled Commission meeting on January 12, 2007. 
 
Saint Edward State Park is a 316-acre park that provides a significant forest canopy and 3,000 feet of undeveloped 
shoreline habitat along Lake Washington within an urban setting.   A Recreation Area land use classification for the 
forested areas of the park will be considered for adoption by the State Park and Recreation Commission.  This 
recommendation is not supported by the Citizen Advisory Committee.    
 
The State Park system uses a Land Classification System to guide use and development of its parks. Classifications 
may be applied to park lands in whole or in part. There are six land classifications: Recreation Areas are suited for 
and/or developed for high-intensity outdoor recreational use; Resource Recreation Areas are suited for and/or 
developed for natural and/or cultural resource-based, medium-intensity and low-intensity outdoor recreational use; 
Natural Areas are suited for preservation, restoration, and interpretation of natural processes;  Heritage Areas 
are suited for preservation, restoration and interpretation of historic properties; the Natural Forest Areas are 
suited for preservation, restoration and interpretation of natural forest processes while providing for low-intensity 
outdoor recreation activities as subordinate uses; and Natural Area Preserve classification designates areas  
suited for preservation of rare or vanishing flora, fauna, geological, natural historical or similar features. 
 
For each classification there is a list of activities and facilities that are permitted, conditionally permitted or not 
permitted with the classification (list attached).  A conditional activity requires approval of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission during CAMP. An activity identified in the matrix as permitted in a classification is not obligated to be 
included within the park. 
 
The Advisory Committee recommended designating four of the six land classifications to Saint Edward State Park. 
The Advisory Committee recommended the Natural Area classification for the entire forested portion of the park west 
of the Seminary Building, and all the land east of the Seminary Building to be classified Resource Recreation. The 
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Heritage Areas classification is recommend for the Seminary Building and Bastyr University and the ball field areas 
are recommended as Recreation.    
 
The State Parks staff’s recommendation of land use mirrors the Advisory Committee’s except for the forested areas 
west of the Seminary Building.  The staff recommendation designates all the forested land west and east of the 
building as Resource Recreation which allows for medium-intensity and low-intensity outdoor recreation uses.   The 
list of permitted uses of this land classification shows the potential for future development in the existing forested 
areas of the park.     
 
Large parcels of forested public lands provide important environmental benefits as well as provide opportunity for 
citizens to enjoy a peaceful walk along the undeveloped lakeshore within a mature forested canopy.   The Advisory 
Committee strongly recommends the best land classification to protect this resource is the designation of Natural 
Area.    
 
 
 



Land Use and Land Classification Compatibility Matrix – Facilities 
 
 
 

 
Recreation 

 
Resource Recreation 

 
Heritage 

 
Natural/Natural Forest Area 

 
Natural Area Preserve* 

 
Amphitheater 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Archery/Target Range 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Camping - Std and Util 

 
P 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Camping - Primitive 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Camping - Adirondack  

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Camping - Horse-oriented 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Camping - Water Trail 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Children's Play Area 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Day Use Picnic - Tables 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Day Use Picnic - Group Shelter 

 
P 

 
N 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Day Use Lodges/Centers 

 
P 

 
N 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Environmental Learning Centers 

 
C 

 
N 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Equestrian Facilities 

 
C 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Fields - Informal Play/Mowed 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Indoor Accommodations 

 
P 

 
N 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Interpretive -  Centers 

 
P 

 
N 

 
P 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Interpretive - Kiosks 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Interpretive Trail 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
Interpretive - Signs 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
Parking - Vehicles 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Roads 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 



Land Use and Land Classification Compatibility Matrix – Facilities (Continued) 
 
 
 

 
Recreation 

 
Resource Recreation 

 
Heritage 

 
Natural/Natural Forest Area 

 
Natural Area Preserve* 

 
Sanitary: Comfort Stations 

 
P 

 
N 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Sanitary: Composting/Vault 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Sports Fields 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Skiing - Alpine Facilities 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Swimming Facilities 

 
P 

 
N 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Trails - Hiking 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
Trails - Mountain Biking 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N** 

 
N 

 
Trails - Equestrian 

 
C 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N** 

 
N 

 
Trails - Nordic Track Skiing 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N** 

 
N 

 
Trails - C-C skiing 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
Trails - Snowmobile 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N** 

 
N 

 
Trails - Paved non-motor 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Water: Docks/Piers > 10 boats 

 
P 

 
N 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Water: Docks/Piers - < 10 boats 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Water: Launch Ramps 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Water: Hand Launch Areas 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Water: Mooring Buoys 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
P (Permitted) - Use permitted with normal agency design review  
C (Conditional) - Use may be permitted, but conditioned to assure design is compatible w/purpose of land classification and abutting classification objectives.  
N (Not Permitted) - Use not permitted.  
NA - Not Applicable 
* All uses in a Natural Area Preserve must be specifically approved by the Park and Recreation Commission as part of a management plan. 
**Relocation of existing trails into a natural or natural forest area is permitted per WAC 352-32-070(3) and WAC 352-32-075(2)(b). 



Land Use and Land Classification Compatibility Matrix – Activities 
 
 
 

 
Recreation 

 
Resource Recreation 

 
Heritage 

 
Natural/Natural Forest Area 

 
Natural Area Preserve* 

 
Farming/Orchards 

 
C 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Filming/Special Events 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Grazing 

 
C 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Harvesting - Edible Fruiting Bodies 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
Harvesting - Mushrooms  

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
Harvesting - Shellfish 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
Harvesting - Fish 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
Harvesting - Algae, etc. 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
Haying 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Metal Detecting 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Orienteering 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Ocean Beach Driving 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Off-Trail: Equestrian 

 
C 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Off-Trail: Hiking 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
Off-trail biking 

 
C 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Paragliding 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Technical Rock Climbing 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 



Land Use and Land Classification Compatibility Matrix – Activities (Continued) 
 
 
 

 
Recreation 

 
Resource Recreation 

 
Heritage 

 
Natural/Natural Forest Area 

 
Natural Area Preserve* 

 
Water: Jet Skiing 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Water: Kayak/Canoeing 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Water: Power Boating 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Water: White Water Boating 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Water: Sailing 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
Water: Skiing 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Water: Swimming 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
Water: Wind Surfing 

 
P 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Winter: Alpine Skiing 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Winter: C-C Skiing (off-trail) 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
Winter: Mushing/Sled Dogs 

 
C 

 
C 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Winter: Snowshoeing 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
Winter: Snowmobiling (off-trail) 

 
P 

 
P 

 
C 

 
N 

 
N 

 
Wood Debris Collection 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
N 

 
N 

 
 
P (Permitted) - Use permitted with normal agency design review  
C (Conditional) - Use may be permitted with Commission concurrence, but conditioned to assure compatibility w/purpose of land classification and 
abutting classifications. 
N (Not Permitted) - Use not permitted. 
NA - Not Applicable 
* All uses in a Natural Area Preserve must be specifically approved by the Park and Recreation Commission as part of a management plan. 
**Relocation of existing trails into a natural or natural forest area is permitted per WAC 352-32-070(3) and WAC 352-32-075(2)(b).  
 
 



January 2, 2006       D R A F T 
 
 
 
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission 
c/o Bill Koss, Manager Planning and Research 
PO Box 42650 
Olympia, WA 98504-2650 
 
RE: Saint Edward State Park Land Classification and Long-term Boundary Planning Project 
 
Dear Commissioners,  
 
The City of Kirkland recommends the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission approve the 
Advisory Committee’s full recommendation for Land Classification and Long-term Boundary, specifically, to 
adopt the Natural Areas classification for the forested areas west of the Seminary Building.   
 
The State Parks staff recommendation of land use mirrors the Advisory Committee’s except for the forested 
areas west of the Seminary Building.  The staff recommendation designates all the forested land west and 
east of the building as Resource Recreation.  A Resource Recreation land use designation allows for 
medium-intensity and low-intensity outdoor recreation uses.   The list of permitted uses by this land 
classification provides the potential for future development that does not reflect the Advisory Committee’s 
recommendation to protect this important natural resource in perpetuity as “natural.”    
 
Large parcels of forested public lands provide important environmental benefits as well as provide a healthy 
respite from our busy lives and an opportunity to appreciate nature.   
 
The land classifications you approve will guide the future use and development of Saint Edward State Park.   
Designating the areas west of the Seminary building a Natural Area will ensure this unique resource be 
protected for future generations.  
 
As you know the 15 member Advisory Committee has worked over 12 months.  We extend our appreciation 
for their participation and dedication to protect and preserve Saint Edward State Park. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to submit our comments. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Kirkland City Council 
 
 
James L. Lauinger 
Mayor 


