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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 Ray Steiger, P.E., Capital Projects Manager 
 
Date: September 7, 2006 
 
Subject: RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION – NE 120TH STREET 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council authorize the advance of $300,000 worth of funds for the acquisition of private 
property along the proposed NE 120th Street roadway alignment. 
 
 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: 
 
NE 120th Street begins at 132nd Ave NE adjacent to the Lake Washington Technical College and continues west to Slater 
Ave NE (Attachment A).  The $4.6 million extension of this arterial from Slater Ave NE to 124th Ave NE has been 
identified as a priority project in the City’s Totem Lake plan, comprehensive plan, Capital Improvement Plan, and 
Transportation Improvement Plan.  In 1996, with the development of the Infinity of Kirkland auto dealership, owners of 
the property along the proposed corridor entered into an agreement with the City to allow purchase of the needed 
property along the alignment.  Terms of the ten year agreement fixed the cost of the property at 1996 values ($9.11 per 
square foot) adjusted for the regional consumer price index (Attachment B); this agreement expires on August 27, 
2007. 
 
Staff has submitted a number of grant applications for the new roadway extension project, however for various reasons, 
none have been successful to date.  In the spring of 2006, based on information and materials provided to the staff of 
various congressional and senatorial representatives, the City was notified that $1.5 million in federal funds had been 
tentatively earmarked for Kirkland’s NE 120th Street extension project.  The funding would not however be available until 
late 2007, and as such not in time to secure the Infinity of Kirkland right of way under the 1996 agreement.  
 
With this memo, staff is recommending that the property be purchased in advance of the federal funding that is due to 
be received in late 2007.   Funding for the acquisition of the right of way will come from two sources: impact fees, and 
REET II reserves that have been approved for the project in 2008 (Attachment C).  Federal funding that is received in 
2007 will then be utilized to develop preliminary engineering, environmental documentation, and purchase the 
remaining right of way (if not secured through development activity along the proposed corridor).  With the purchase of 
right of way, preliminary engineering and environmental documentation completed, it has been conveyed to staff that 
the overall project will be in a more competitive position to secure additional federal or State grant funds to complete 
the project. 
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ATTACHMENT C

FISCAL NOTE CITY OF KIRKLAND

Date

Description
2006 Est

End Balance
Prior Auth.

2005-06 Additions
Prior Auth.

2005-06 Uses

Other Information

Other 
Source

End Balance

Prepared By Sandi Miller, Financial Planning Manager September 7, 2006

Revenue/
Exp 

Savings

Fiscal Impact
Funding will be from Impact Fees ($200,000) and REET II Reserves ($100,000) that were already planned for this project but in year 2008.  The Impact Fee 
Fund and the REET II Reserve are fully able to fund these requests earlier than originally planned.

2006Amount This
Request Target

Source of Request

Description of Request

Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director

Reserve

Request for funding of $300,000 for right of way related to the NE 120th Street Roadway Extension project.  The City has a purchase agreement with the 
Infinity of Kirkland dealership to purchase the right of way at a reduced cost that will expire in 2007.  In order to take advantage of the favorable terms of the 
purchase agreement and to better position the remaining portions of the roadway extension project for grants, it is recommended to use reserves to purchase 
the right of way in 2006.

Funding for the right of way purchase will come from funding that was already planned for this project in the current 2006-2011 CIP in year 2008.

Legality/City Policy Basis

Recommended Funding Source(s)
Revised 2006


