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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 Ray Steiger, P.E., Capital Projects Manager 
 
Date: June 22, 2006 
 
Subject: Mark Dinwiddie response letter  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that the City Council authorize the Mayor to sign the attached letter to Mr. Mark Dinwiddie. 

 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: 
 
Mr. Dinwiddie sent a letter to the City Council regarding the planning and design efforts of the NE 85th Street Corridor 
Improvements project, specifically to the timing of input from property owners as the design progresses toward a 90% 
milestone.  Mr. Dinwiddie’s comments were related to concerns that his input wouldn’t be able to be incorporated into 
the final design, and that proposed medians would affect his business negatively. 
 
Staff recently presented an update to Council on the design, schedule and budget issues with this project at the June 
20th Council Meeting.  Staff maintains that there has been, and will continue to be, opportunity for public input through 
outreach to neighborhood associations, the NE 85th Street Action Team, newsletters, direct mailings, and upcoming one-
on-one property owner meetings.  What has most noticeably taken longer than anticipated has been the collection of 
information toward covering the issue of underground of overhead utility lines, and the preparation of specific property 
information for over 90 private property parcels associated with this large public works project. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment A, Dinwiddie Letter of June 12, 2006 
Attachment B, Draft Response Letter 
Attachment C, Schedule Details 
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Q 

CAR WASH 

June 12,2006 

Kirkland City Council 
123 5th Avenue 
Kirkland 

Re: Center Turn Lane 

Dear Gina Hortillosa, 

In the fall of 2005 the members on the 85th Street Action Team were told 
the plan for the sidewalks and roadway were to be taken to 30% completion. At 
that point the city would meet individually with each business owner and discuss 
our concerns over the 30% completion of the NE 85th St. lmprovement Project. 
The City told us that they would be meeting individually with the business owners 
in December. 

It is now June and we have still not heard from the City. Not only have we 
not heard from the City, I was told yesterday by Gina Hortillosa that the 
lmprovement Project is well past the 50% completion mark and on it's way to 
90% completion. This has been my greatest fear. The City will take this plan to 
90% completion and then go to the business owners and address our concerns. 
They will hear our concerns and tell us that it's already 90% completed and that 
our input is too late. Why go to 90% unless the City has already made up its 
mind? It is my opinion that City really doesn't care about the businesslproperty 
owners concerns. Going to 90% completion and then going to the 
businesslproperty owners for input proves my point. It is not what we were 
promised by the City. I don't want to hear that it took a long time to put the 
packages together. The City could have taken the 30% completion plan and 
gone door to door, if necessary, back in December. There is no excuse. 
I fear that the City is going to do what ever it wants regardless of our concerns. 

My main concern is the landscape center turn lane in front of my business. 
I've talked to Dave Anderson and Gina over the last several months regarding 
the landscape center lane. Both have reassured me that nothing is final till the 
City meets with the property owners. Why waste the time and money in 
developing the lmprovement Project to 90% only to have to revise the plans after 
talking to us? That's ass backwards. Either the City can't plan this out properly 
or it never intended to take our concerns seriously. Believe me, I'm extremely 
concerned. 
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The City's plan will have adverse effect on my business. If my customers cannot 
make a left hand turn out of my business then they will go to my competitor west 
of me. This will be money out of my pocket and will also depress the value of 
my business. The Council must understand that I cannot stand by and let this 
happen. But then again, who's there to hear my concerns? 

Mark Dinwiddie 
Rosehill Car Wash 
425-822-2280 

cc. Jim Fitzgerald, Attorney 
Eric Shields 
Gina Hortillosa 
Janice Soloff 
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July 5, 2006      D R A F T 
 
 
 
Mr. Mark Dinwiddie 
Rose Hill Car Wash 
12633 NE 85th Street 
Kirkland, Washington  98033 
 
RE: NE 85th STREET CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
 
Dear Mr. Dinwiddie: 
 
Thank you for your recent letter concerning the project planning and design of the NE 85th Street 
Corridor improvements project.  Please know that the Council considers this project a high-priority 
investment for the Rose Hill business area and for the City at large, and we are highly attentive to 
the complex issues arising with this project.   
 
During the scoping of the project last fall, it was decided to explore the possibility of relocating the 
above-ground utility lines to underground features.  This study has had an impact on the project 
schedule discussed last fall, but it is felt that this is a critical aspect to the overall design. 
 
In consultation with staff, I understand that the project is entering the right-of-way negotiation and 
acquisition phase.  Staff is preparing to work with approximately 90 private property owners in 
order to gather additional specific input and to attempt to incorporate this input into the design.  
There is assurance that this process loop will feed back into the design and that the 90% plans will 
not be complete until meetings with property owners have occurred and issues which may arise 
have been resolved.   
 
The specific concern you raise in your letter regarding center medians is one such issue, and in 
the design, business ingress and egress will be optimized while attempting to add other features 
such as landscaping and pedestrian amenities.   
 
Additional schedule highlights for the project were presented to Council at the June 20th Council 
Meeting and are attached for your reference;  public information outreach dates and events are 
listed.  I also understand that you’ve had contact with project engineers in the Public Works 
Department regarding your frontage, and I’m confident that your concerns will be fully addressed 
through working with staff.   
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If you have further questions about this project, please contact project engineer, Don Anderson in 
the Public Works Department at (425) 587-3826. 
 
Sincerely, 

KIRKLAND CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
James L. Lauinger, Mayor 
 
attachment:  schedule details 
 
 
cc: Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 Eric Shields, Planning Director 
 Ray Steiger, P.E., Capital Projects Manager 
 Janice Soloff, Planner 
 Don Anderson, P.E., Project Engineer 
 Gina Hortillosa, P.E., Project Engineer 



ATTACHMENT C 
SCHEDULE DETAILS 

Progress Milestones to Date: 
 

Mar 2004 30% Design completed by Sound Transit 
May 2004 Project transfer to City of Kirkland;  City retains Garry Struthers Associations (GSA) as prime design 

consultant 
Nov 2004 City of Kirkland initiates public outreach with properties and business owners impacted by the 

project with individual meetings with property owners  
Dec 2004 Public open house, Sound Transit completes Environmental Process of original 30% design;  

negotiations for Interlocal Agreement between Kirkland/Sound Transit 
July 2004 Newsletter 
Sept 2004 Newsletter 
Oct 2004 GSA Completes 50% Design 

85th A Team (50% submittal) 
Letters to Property Owners (update and meeting schedule) 
Letter to Business Owners (update and meeting schedule) 

Nov 2005 85th A Team Meeting (ROW Process);  Updates for Highlands NA, NRNHA & SRNHA 
Dec 2005 CoK requests PSE provide Cost Estimate for Under-grounding of Overhead Utility Lines per 50% 

Plans 
Jan 2006 CoK re-requests PSE Cost Estimate 
Feb 2006 CoK re-requests PSE Cost Estimate 
May 2006 CoK receives PSE Cost Estimate.  As Utilities often share poles, CoK now coordinates receiving 

Verizon Cost Estimate 
Dec 2005 – 
Present 

GSA continues design, progressing from 50% toward 90% design & preparation of Property 
Information Packets for Right-of-Way Phase.  93 Private Parcels are Impacted with this Project 

 
Upcoming Milestones (assumes no under-grounding of overhead utility lines): 
 

June – Sept 
2006 

Right-of-way Negotiation & Acquisition Phase (including Letters of Intent, Information Packets, and 
one-on-one property owner meetings) 
Art Committee Process for Art Determination 

July 2006 SEPA Addendum Process Complete 
Oct – Nov 
2006 

90% Design Complete, Review & Comment by City Staff 

Oct 2006 Obtain Council Approval of Final Plans for new Median Islands, per Comp Plan Requirements 
Nov 2006 Submit and obtain WSDOT Channelization Approval (SR-908) 
Nov – Dec 
2006 

Newsletter to mailing list 
Presentations of 90% Design to:  NE 85th Street Action Team, NRHNA, SRHNA, Highlands NA 

Jan – Feb 
2007 

Bid Period 

Mar 2007 – 
Aug 2008 

Construction Period 

 
 
Notes: 

 ROW Phase length is highly variable and dependent on actual negotiations;  could extend the schedule an additional three 
months or more.  

 Both design and construction schedules would take longer should the under-grounding effort be undertaken.  Additional 
design coordination would be necessary;  construction needs would include additional trenching by the City’s contractor 
and coordination with under-grounding of private aerial lines.  

 With the large number of properties involved in right-of-way acquisition (estimated 40 out of the 93), staff has prepared a 
draft Eminent Domain ordinance (see Attachment D). 


