
 

CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Department of Public Works 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3800 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager      
 
From: Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 Tami White, Parking Coordinator 
 Iris Cabrera, P.E., Transportation Engineer 
 David Godfrey, P.E., Transportation Engineering Manager 
 
Date: April 6, 2006 
  
Subject:              Parking Changes on Downtown Streets 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve ordinance amending Section 12.45.220 of KMC in order 
to allow parking on certain portions of Lake Street, Central Way and Third Avenue.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
LAKE STREET 
 
In 2004, as part of a review of crosswalk conditions, the crosswalk on Lake Street just north of Park Lane 
was identified for a curb bulb.  It was to be installed on the east side of Lake Street in order to prevent 
“double threat”1 pedestrian accidents.  This curb bulb (see Figure 1, “A”) is scheduled to be completed 
during the period May 4 to May 10.   
 
Because of the bulb at Park Lane, the continuous northbound curb lane that exists today from south of 
Kirkland Ave to Central Way will be interrupted (see Figure 1, “B”)  This makes it possible to install a new 
curb bulb in the northeast quadrant of the Lake Street Kirkland Avenue intersection (see Figure 1, “C”) 
without significant disruption to traffic flow.   The curb bulb helps pedestrians by shortening their crossing 
distance and allowing them better visibility.  The bulb also requires that the curb lane become a right-turn-
only lane at Kirkland Ave (see Figure 1, “D”).  Construction of this work will take place with construction of 
the bulb at Lake Street/Park Lane. 
 
The combination of bump-outs allows three parking stalls to be placed between them on the eastside of 
Lake Street (see Figure 1, “E”) and two stalls to be added north of Park Lane (see Figure 1, “F”).  
Additionally a stall is being added south of Kirkland Ave. (see Figure 1, “G”).  The parking shown in Figure 
1 “F” and “G” will be restricted by time of day to disallow any parking between 4:00 and 7:00 PM.  This 

                                                 
1 Double threat accidents are those that occur on multi-lane streets when one lane of traffic is stopped and a 
pedestrian begins to cross, not realizing that the other lane of traffic is not stopping.  Lake Street in this 
location has two lanes northbound and one lane southbound, so a double threat potential exists between 
pedestrians and  northbound motorists. 
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will help traffic movement in the afternoon peak time.  The middle section of parking is not limited by time 
because the right turning volume onto Park Lane is relatively small.  
 
The Kirkland Municipal Code §12.45.220 prohibits parking on certain streets at certain times.  Some of 
these restrictions apply to Lake Street and conflict with the plans described above.  Specifically, the 
restrictions contained in sections (a) (1) and (2) prohibit parking at any time on the east side of Lake Street 
in the area of interest.  We are proposing deletion of these sections.  Section (b) describes time limits when 
parking is restricted by time of day on both the east and west sides of Lake Street.  While we plan to 
restrict parking by time of day on the east side of Lake Street as described above, we propose deletion of 
section (b) rather than its modification.  Eliminating specific restrictions from the KMC allows quicker 
adjustment to changing situations because changes can be made to time limits without an ordinance.  
Parking on the west side of Lake Street is not currently time restricted. 
 
We have surveyed the merchants on Lake Street and they enthusiastically support the added parking.  The 
Parking Advisory Board is also in support of these changes.  The Transportation Commission supported 
installation of the bump out north of Park Lane and the other improvements flow naturally from that one. 
 
           FIGURE 1 Pedestrian bump outs and parking 
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CENTRAL WAY 
 
As a part of the Central Way project, parking is to be added on the south side of Central Way between Lake 
Street and 4th Street.  Again, the KMC §12.45.220 has restrictions that conflict with this plan.  We 
propose to alter to the KMC to remove those conflicts.  This is accomplished by deleting section (a) (3) 
 
ANOTHER KMC CHANGE 
 
In reviewing KMC §12.45.220 it has come to our attention that section (b) (6) prohibits parking on the 
north side of Third Avenue between First Street and Second Street.  Because parking is in place and has 
been functioning well for many years, we propose deletion of this section. 



ORDINANCE 4049
 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE REGULATION 
OF PARKING AND AMENDING SECTION 12.45.220 OF THE KIRKLAND 
MUNICIPAL CODE. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Kirkland do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Section 12.45.220 of the Kirkland Municipal Code is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

12.45.220 Parking prohibited on certain streets at certain times. 

It is a traffic infraction to park or stand a motor vehicle in violation of the 
following parking prohibitions: 

Prohibited Parking Areas 

(a) No Parking At Any Time (in effect at all times): 

(1) East side of Lake Street between Central Way and Kirkland Avenue; 

(2) East side of Lake Street South between Kirkland Avenue and a point one 
hundred twenty-five feet south of the centerline of Kirkland Avenue (the alley 
south of Kirkland Avenue); 

(3) South side of Central Way between Lake Street and Sixth Street;  

 (4) (1) South side of Northeast 85th Street between Sixth Street and 120th 
Avenue Northeast; 

(5) (2) North side of Northeast 85th Street between 122nd Avenue 
Northeast and Sixth Street; 

(6) North side of Third Avenue between First Street and Second Street. 

(b) No parking between the hours of four p.m. to six p.m. (except on 
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays): 

(1) West side of Lake Street between Commercial Avenue and Kirkland 
Avenue; 

(2) East side of Lake Street between a point one hundred twenty-five feet 
south of the centerline of Kirkland Avenue (alley south of Kirkland Avenue) and 
a point one hundred feet south of Second Avenue. 

(c) (b) On streets or in a designated municipal permit or garage parking 
area where signs or pavement marking prohibit parking or standing. Violations 
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of this subsection include, but are not limited to, parking or standing a motor 
vehicle where: 

(1) Curb is red, which shall mean no parking at any time; 

(2) Curb is yellow, which shall mean no parking due to use such as fire lane 
or delivery lane; 

(3) Bus stop is designated. A bus stop may be designated by red and yellow 
curb paint or by a sign. If a bus stop is designated only by a sign, then parking 
is prohibited within seventy-five feet of such sign. 

(d) (c) In a no parking area designated per Section 12.45.020. 

Furthermore, a motor vehicle left standing or parked in violation of this 
section constitutes an immediate safety hazard to the users of the public right-
of-way and the general public. Such vehicle may be impounded and removed 
from the area under the supervision and authority of any city police officer.  
 
 Section 2.  This ordinance shall be in force and effect five days from 
and after its passage by the Kirkland City Council and publication, as required 
by law. 
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting 
this _____ day of ______________, 2006. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this _____ day of 
________________, 2006. 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
____________________________ 
City Attorney 
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http://search.mrsc.org/nxt/gateway.dll/kirkmc/kirk12.html?f=templates$fn=kirkdoc-frame.htm$3.0$q=$x=$nc=1654#12.45.020#12.45.020

