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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Jeff Blake, Director of Fire & building 
 
Date: April 4, 2006 
 
Subject: Introduction of Helen Ahrens-Byington and Tom Phillips 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
N/A 
 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
The Fire & Building Department has made two key appointments of management positions recently.  With 
a reorganization of the department and filling of the vacancy left by Ken Carlson’s departure, we have 
made appointments of a new Administrative Deputy Fire Chief and Building Services Manager. 
 
Helen Ahrens-Byington, Administrative Deputy Chief 
 
Helen’s a thirteen year veteran with the department has 
been promoted through the ranks to her new position which 
she started on March 1st.  Helen is a native Washingtonian 
who was born and raised in Vancouver.  She has been 
married to husband Barry since 1984; they have two 
children, Rebekah is 16 and Justin is 14.  She graduated 
from Western Washington College in 1987.  Helen’s most 
recent assignment has been as Station Captain at our Totem 
Lake station and has also been assigned to our Regional Fire 
Training Division.  Helen’s new responsibilities include 
administrative support, fire prevention, and emergency 
preparedness.  She’s looking forward to bringing a more 
focused look at our preparedness efforts, insuring 
employees, citizens, and volunteers are ready to work 
together in times of disaster. 
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Item #:  5. b.



 
Tom Phillips, Building Services Manager 
 
We managed to steal Tom from the City of 
SeaTac.  Tom has ten years experience as a 
Building Official and division manager; with both 
a public and private background in the 
construction field.  We feel very fortunate to have 
hired Tom to fill this critical position in our 
organization. 
 
Tom was raised in Edmonds and graduated from 
Edmonds High School.  After attending 
community college he was accepted into the 
I.B.E.W electrical apprenticeship program.  He 
worked as a commercial electrician and started 
his own electrical contracting business until 
going to work as an electrical/building inspector 
for the City of Redmond in 1987.  In 1991 Tom took a job with the newly incorporated City of SeaTac as a 
plans examiner.  In 1995 he was promoted to the building official position where he has been until now.  
In1992 Tom, his wife Brenda and their three kids moved to Covington where they built their house.  They 
are currently planning to build another house closer to Kirkland.  In Tom’s free time he enjoys cooking and 
playing golf. 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to introduce our two newest managers in Fire & Building; both are great 
additions to our management team. 


