
 CITY OF KIRKLAND 
123 FIFTH AVENUE KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON 98033-6189   425.587.3030 

 
CITY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE  

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Robin S. Jenkinson, City Attorney 
 
Date: February 22, 2006 
 
Subject: Salary Commission/Housekeeping Ordinance 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Council pass the attached housekeeping ordinance which would amend Section 3.08.010 of the 
Kirkland Municipal Code to reflect that the salaries of the Mayor and City Council are now established by the 
Salary Commission. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS:   
 
This is a housekeeping matter.  Section 3.08.010 of the Kirkland Municipal Code, “Salaries-Elected officials 
(councilmember and mayor),” reflects the Council Members’ and Mayor’s salaries as they were last adjusted in 
1996, when the salaries were set by the City Council itself.   
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:  
 
In 2001, the state Legislature enacted RCW 35.21.015 which expressly authorized cities to create independent 
salary commissions to set salaries for elected officials.  In 2005, the City Council passed Ordinance No. 4022 
which established a Salary Commission for Kirkland.    Under Kirkland Municipal Code Chapter 3.11, the Salary 
Commission is responsible for annually reviewing and periodically adjusting the salaries of the Mayor and City 
Council.  As provided in RCW 35.21.015(1)(3), any adjustment in salary is filed with the City Clerk and becomes 
effective without any action of the City Council.  In January 2006, following a review of comparative salaries and a 
public meeting, the Salary Commission adopted a resolution adjusting the salaries and filed the Resolution with 
the City Clerk.  The ordinance also updates Section 3.08.020 to show that the City now has a biennial, rather 
than an annual budget.  The attached ordinance is necessary to amend the Kirkland Municipal Code to show both 
these changes.  
 
 Attachment 
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ORDINANCE 4041
 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO SALARIES OF 
ELECTED OFFICIALS AND OTHER OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES; AND 
AMENDING SECTIONS 3.08.010 AND 3.08.020 OF THE KIRKLAND 
MUNICIPAL CODE. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Kirkland do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Section 3.08.010 of the Kirkland Municipal Code is hereby 
amdended to read as follows: 
 

3.08.010 Salaries—Elected officials (councilmember, mayor). 
The salaries for elected officials are established to be as follows: shall be as 

established by the Salary Commission as set forth in Chapter 3.11 of the 
Kirkland Municipal Code. 

Councilmember: $650.00 per month. 
The councilmember serving as mayor shall, while so serving, receive an 

additional $300.00 per month. 
The individuals holding the offices for which salaries are herein established 

shall be entitled to receive such salaries commencing with the month of 
January 1996. Until said date, elected officials shall continue to receive the 
salaries established by Ordinance No. 3025 adopted June 15, 1987. 

In addition to the stated salary, council members may to the same extent as 
other general city employees participate in any life insurance program, as may 
be established by the city for city employees (other than by collective 
bargaining contract).  

 
 Section 2.  Section 3.08.020 of the Kirkland Municipal Code is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 
 

3.08.020 Salaries—Other officers and employees. 
For all other city offices and positions as may, from time to time, be 

established (including but not by way of limitation the city manager, the 
director of administrative services, and the director of finance, the salaries shall 
be as set forth in the annual biennial budget as adopted for each year.  
 
 Section 3.  This ordinance shall be in force and effect five days from 
and after its passage by the Kirkland City Council and publication, as required 
by law. 
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting 
this _____ day of ______________, 2006. 
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Signed in authentication thereof this _____ day of 

________________, 2006. 
 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Attorney 
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