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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Tracy Burrows, Senior Management Analyst 
 
Date: February 27, 2006 
 
Subject: 2006 Legislative Session Status Report 
 
 
The 2006 Legislative Session is in its third week and the Legislature is moving to complete the 60-day session on 
time.  The next legislative cut-off date is February14th when bills must have progressed out of their house of origin.  
 
Below is a brief summary of the status of the City’s major issues: 

 

Annexation: Kirkland supports legislation that provides local governments with a set of annexation tools that help 
achieve the goal of having cities be the urban service providers within urban growth areas.  

Kirkland has been working with a coalition of cities to develop options for annexation funding.  The most promising 
option is SB 6686, which provides State sales tax funding to help cities close their annexation deficit.  This bill is 
necessary to implement the budget and is not subject to cut-off.  It has been voted out of the Senate and is awaiting 
executive action in the House Finance Committee. 

 

Municipal Courts: Kirkland supports cities’ ability to form municipal courts and is working to preserve all options 
for providing municipal court services in the future.   

Two bills related to municipal court services are still alive.  SB 6342 requires the election of all judges.  This bill is in 
the House Rules committee.  Our strategy is to amend this bill to include a population threshold.  HB 3082 confirms 
the authority of municipalities to contract with nearby cities for court services and increases the caseload of 
municipal courts to include certain types of protection orders.  This Bill is awaiting action in Senate Rules.    

 
Streamlined Sales Tax : Kirkland supports the objectives of the Streamlined Sales Tax project, including the 
application of sales tax to internet and catalogue sales.  Kirkland supports the seven principles for SST 
implementation that have been agreed upon by the Association of Washington Cities (AWC) SST Committee, 
including the goal of full mitigation for the sales tax revenue losses of negatively impacted cities.  
 
SB 6594, implementing streamlined sales tax, was amended in committee to provide full mitigation for cities that will 
lose revenue under the new sourcing rules.  This bill was passed out of the Senate unanimously.  It is awaiting action 
in House Rules. 
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Incentives for Affordable Housing : Kirkland supports incentives for affordable housing, including property 
tax exemptions to new or rehabilitated multi-family housing. 

Kirkland has worked with A Coalition for Regional Housing (ARCH) to draft bill amendments that would expand cities’ 
ability to grant property tax exemptions for new or rehabilitated multifamily housing, and in particular would allow for 
partial exemptions for rental and mixed use housing.  Our lobbyist is working to introduce these amendments before 
the Senate committee.  

 
Non-Discrimination:  Kirkland supports legislation that promotes statewide protection to all class groups 
recognized by the City, to provide equal access to services and to eliminate all discrimination in housing, 
employment, public accommodations, and lending practices.    
 
HB 2661 prohibits discrimination based on a person’s sexual orientation.  This prohibition applies to employment, 
housing, public accommodations, real estate transactions, insurance and commerce. The Bill passed the House and 
Senate and has been signed into law by the Governor. 
 
Transportation: Kirkland supports amendments to the RTID legislation that would provide greater flexibility for 
the sources and uses of RTID funds, and would allow for changes to the boundaries and structure of the RTID.   

A striking amendment to the House RTID is now on the table.  This bill differs from the House Bill in that it does not 
preclude a 2006 ballot measure, it is silent on the issue of the 520 Record of Decision, it makes no provision for the 
continuation of the monorail tax for transit purposes, and it allows a single county RTID to be created if a multi-
county vote does not occur by Dec. 1, 2007.  
 
Tort Reform: Kirkland supports efforts by the state to reduce liability costs for local governments. 

SB 6852 limits local government liability for offender supervision.  This bill did not make it past cut-off.  This is very 
disappointing since the Washington Cities Insurance Authorities (W.I.C.A.) has recently issued a decision they may 
no longer cover liability issues involving Municipal Probation Departments. 



Bill Number Legislative Issue Current Status – from AWC and wa.gov Action Needed/Initiated 
MUNICIPAL COURTS 
HB 3082 Contracting for Court 

Services 
A narrowly crafted bill that would confirm cities’ authority to 
contract together to provide municipal court services and would add 
to municipal court workload.  Passed unanimously out of the House. 
Awaiting action in Senate Rules.   

Continue to support. 

SB 6612 Court Reorganization Allows for contracting.  Significantly expands jurisdiction and 
caseload of municipal courts without commensurate funding.  
Requires presiding judge to be signatory on ILA establishing 
contracting court.  Requires election of judges in contracting courts.  
This Bill is dead for this session. 

Dead. 

SB 6342 Election of Judges Requires election of all judges. Passed out of Senate.  Awaiting 
action in House Rules.  Seeking venue for amending this bill to 
include population threshold. 

Continue to oppose, seek 
amendment to include 
population threshold. 

ANNEXATION 
SB 6686 Annexation Funding Would provide State sales tax funding to help finance the annexation 

deficit.  Passed out of Senate on 38-10 vote.  Hearing in House 
Finance on 2/23. 

Testify at hearing and continue 
to support. 

HB 2667 Annexation Funding Would allow local governments to continue to levy the County Road 
Tax after annexation.  Washington Association of Counties strongly 
opposes. This Bill is dead for this session. 

Dead. 

NON-DISCRIMINATION 
HB 2661 Non-Discrimination Outlaws housing and employment discrimination based on sexual 

orientation.  Passed the legislature and signed by the Governor.  
Signed into law. 

STREAMLINED SALES TAX 
SSB 6594 Streamlined Sales Implements changes to sales tax sourcing.  Provides for full Support. 

2006 Legislative Issues Update 
 as of  

2/27/2006 

Kirkland Legislative Contacts 
Senator Bill Finkbeiner: http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/members/senmem45.htm 
Rep. Toby Nixon: http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/members/d45_1.htm 
Rep. Larry Springer: http://www1.leg.wa.gov/house/springer  
Senator Luke Esser: http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/members/d48_1.htm 
Rep. Ross Hunter: - http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/members/d48_1.htm 
Rep. Rodney Tom: http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/members/d48_2.htm 



Tax Mitigation mitigation of negatively impacted cities.  Passed out of Senate, 
Awaiting action in House Rules. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
SB 6588 
HB 1742 

MF Property Tax 
Incentives 

Expands the number of cities that can offer property tax exemptions 
for multi-family housing in target areas.  Kirkland and ARCH are 
pursuing amendments to allow for a partial exemption for rental and 
mixed use housing. SB 6588 is dead for this session.  HB 1742 in 
House Finance and Housing. 

Support amendments to bill. 

TORT REFORM 
SB 6215 Governmental 

Liability 
Significantly reforms liability for governmental activities, 
particularly in areas such as offender supervision and transportation.  
Codifies portions of the Public Duty Doctrine and its exceptions.   

Died at first cut-off. 

SB 6852 Governmental 
Liability 

Liability reform for offender supervision.  AWC working with 
Attorney General’s Office to develop acceptable language.  This is a 
critical issue since the Washington Cities Insurance Authorities 
(W.I.C.A.) has recently issued a decision they would no longer cover 
liability issues involving Municipal Probation Departments.  This Bill 
did not make it out of the Senate. 

Dead. 

ENVIRONMENT AND GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
HB 2662 
SB 6428 

E-Waste Recycling Creates state-wide e-waste recycling program funded by 
manufacturers.  Could help fund Kirkland’s e-waste recycling 
program. Senate bill passed 41-8.  Awaiting executive action by  
House Nat. Resources. 

Support. 

SB 6514 
HB 2738 

Biodiesel Replaces 2.5% of gasoline with ethanol and 2% of diesel with 
biodiesel. Senate Bill died in Senate Rules. House Bill awaiting 
action in Senate Rules. 

Support 

Budget Supplemental Supplemental funding request for continuing implementation of Support 



 

funding request buildable lands data collection in King County. 

TRANSPORTATION 
SHB 2871 
SSB 6599 

RTID Reform Striking amendment to House Bill is now in play.  Amendment 
allows 2006 vote and is silent on 520 mitigation and project planning.  
Also allows a single county RTIS if no vote by Dec. 1 2007. 

Monitor negotiations. 


