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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Nancy Cox, Development Review Manager 
 
Date: November 3, 2005   
 
Subject: RECOGNITION FOR ART KNUTSON, FORMER PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Mayor present a Certificate of Recognition to Art Knutson during Special 
Presentations at the November 15, 2005 City Council meeting.  Art, who is 89 years old, is moving 
with his wife, Claire, to Vancouver, WA to be closer to his family after living in Kirkland for 38 
years. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
 
Art Knutson, along with City Manager Al Locke and many others, played a large role in making 
Kirkland what it is today.  He was Public Works Director from 1967-1981.  Art oversaw 
construction of much of the infrastructure currently in use.  According to Bob Neir in his book A 
City Comes of Age,  “He designed the sewer system and the arterial street plan.  Art, it is claimed, 
paved everything that didn’t move.”  Some of his other major accomplishments include:  
 
 Development of Market Street with underground utilities and landscaped median 
 Juanita Slough bridge  
 Senior Center and Library 
 Par Mac Industrial Park 
 Kirkland City Hall 
 
He received two national awards during his tenure at Kirkland: 
 American Water Works Association 
 American Public Works Association 1973 Man of the Year 
 
He authored a Basic Waterworks textbook, first of its kind, and taught many classes to future 
public works engineers. 
 
Many thanks to Art Knutson, and a fond farewell! 
 


