
CITY OF KIRKLAND 
123 FIFTH AVENUE  KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON 98033-6189  (425) 587-3001 

CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager   
 
From: Marie Stake, Communications Program Manager 
 
Date: November 24, 2008 
 
Subject: “Buy and Celebrate Local Month” Proclamation 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Council authorizes the Mayor to proclaim December as “Buy and Celebrate Local Month.” 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
Communities Count Partnership, a collaborative initiative coordinated through Sustainable Seattle, is 
encouraging cities in the Seattle and Puget Sound region to support a sustainability campaign called “Buy 
and Celebrate Local.”  The campaign encourages citizens to “re-think” the holidays, spend less money, 
and take action to contribute to a healthier, happier and more sustainable community.  Communities 
Count is supported in this campaign by Sustainable September, Eastside and Seattle Greendrinks, the 
Interra Project, King County Eco-Consumer and Waste-Free Holidays and others.   
 
The campaign asks that individuals take action in one or all of the following areas: 

• Support healthy people and communities 
• Think local first 
• Green your holidays 

 
Participants can report their actions on line now through February 2, 2009 at 
www.sustainableseattle.blogspot.com.    
 
As an effort to further raise the Kirkland community’s awareness of “green” opportunities, the City is 
proclaiming December as “Buy and Celebrate Local.”  This is the City’s first year to make such a 
proclamation that is intended to be an annual tradition. 
 
The City is currently developing a Kirkland-centric “buy local” campaign that will enhance this regional 
initiative.  The City learned from its recently completed ‘Sustainable Economy Assessment’ that Kirkland 
businesses and residents were interested in accessing more local goods and services. Another surprising 
finding was that people often were not aware of goods and services that can be found here. 
 
A ‘Buy Kirkland’ program will offer an online business directory and an opportunity to promote local 
businesses; those with and without a storefront presence. It will also enhance the City’s green business 
program and enable the City and partner business organizations such as the Chamber and KDA to offer 
technical assistance and notices of local events and initiatives that could benefit businesses. The “Buy 
Kirkland” campaign is anticipated to be launched in the spring of 2009.     

Council Meeting:  12/02/08 
Agenda:  Special Presentations 
Item #:  5. a.

http://www.sustainableseattle.blogspot.com/


 
The Communities Count Partnership (www.communitiescount.org) was born out of a collaborative effort 
among public and private organizations to create a report of population and community indicators for King 
County. The Communities Count Partnership is committed to improving community health and well-being 
through information advocacy—providing accurate and timely reports on conditions that matter to King 
County residents. Every three years, Communities Count reports on 38 social, economic, health, 
environmental and cultural indicators. The report is used by city and county governments, public agencies, 
foundations, human service funders, non-profit agencies, community-based organizations, and residents.   
 
A representative from Sustainable Seattle may be present at the meeting to accept the proclamation. 
 
 

http://www.communitiescount.org/


 
 A PROCLAMATION OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 

Proclaiming December as 

“Buy and Celebrate Local Month” 
in the City of Kirkland, Washington 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland is dedicated to the principles of sustainability and recognizes the importance of 
protecting our natural resources, encouraging public and private sustainable development, and promoting 
business sustainability to support our local economy; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland’s economic vision is “A strong, resilient, and diverse Kirkland economy with a 
healthy mix of businesses, varied job opportunities with good wages, a strong tax base and a broad base of goods 
and services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland is currently developing a “Buy Local” campaign that encourages local residents 
to obtain goods and services within the Kirkland community; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland is joining communities in the Puget Sound region in the “Celebrate Local” 
campaign that encourages residents to take a pledge to “re-think” the holidays and celebrate their local 
community, economy and environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, “Celebrate Local” challenges people to commitment to actions that will save money, contribute to a 
healthier, happier and more sustainable community, and result in a more positive impact; and 
 
WHEREAS, pledge forms to participate in the “Celebrate Local” can be found at 
www.sustainableseattle.blogspot.com and all efforts can be logged through February 2, 2009; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are many year-round opportunities in Kirkland to buy local food and goods, shop at numerous 
retail stores, purchase services from Kirkland businesses, and volunteer to support local agencies and residents; 
and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, James L. Lauinger, Mayor of the City of Kirkland, do hereby proudly proclaim December 
as “Buy and Celebrate Local Month” and encourage Kirkland residents to shop, eat and play in Kirkland and “Go 
Green” as much as possible; 
 

 Signed this 2nd day of December, 2008 
 
 

 
                   ______________________ 
        James L. Lauinger, Mayor 

http://www.sustainableseattle.blogspot.com/
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