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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Jenny Gaus, Surface Water Engineering Supervisor 
 Rob Jammerman, Development Engineering Manager 
 Kathy Brown, Public Works Director 
  
Date: November 6, 2014 
 
Subject: 2014 SURFACE WATER MASTER PLAN ADOPTION 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that City Council approves the attached Resolution that adopts the 2014 Surface Water 

Master Plan. 

 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
Appropriate management of surface water in the City of Kirkland achieves multiple goals, all of which improve 
the quality of life for Kirkland citizens.  The Surface Water Master Plan improves safety, reduces risk to public 
and private property, and enhances our natural environment.  Improved safety is achieved by reduced 
flooding. Properly sizing and maintaining the City’s stormwater conveyance system keeps water from ponding 
on the streets and sidewalks, creating safer conditions for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians.  Reduced 
flooding also means a reduction in the risk of damage to property and business operations.  The Plan also 
benefits groundwater management, which can contribute to reduced risk of landslides. Improved water quality 
and fish passage in the City’s waterways, ponds, and lakes provides for enhanced recreation opportunities, 
including fishing, swimming, and enjoying the beauties of nature in our City.  Management of the urban forest 
insures that Kirkland will remain a green and livable community for many years to come. 
 
Council discussed the Draft Surface Water Master Plan at the September 2nd Study Session and the October 
21st Regular Council meeting (9-2-14 Study Session - SWMP , October 21st Regular Meeting - SWMP).  
 
A public comment period on the Draft Surface Water Master Plan was held October 8-29.  One comment was 
received.  That comment and a response from City staff will be incorporated into Appendix O of the final 
SWMP, and are attached here (Attachment A). 
 
In response to Council comments and to finalize the document, the following changes were made to the Draft 
Surface Water Master Plan: 

 The paragraph at the beginning of the Background section above was inserted into the Executive 
Summary and into the Introduction regarding the community benefits of appropriate surface water 
management including property protection, safety, and enhancement of the natural environment. 

 The cover and document footers were altered to note the date of the final plan.  
 Characterizations for additional basins were added to Appendix F – Basin Characterization Summaries, 

and additional species of wildlife were added to the Denny Creek Characterization per public comment. 

 Appendix O – Public Comments and Staff Responses were added to the document. 
 

Council Meeting: 11/18/2014 
Agenda:  Unfinished Business 
Item #: 10. a.

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/City+Council/Council+Packets/090214/3a_StudySession.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/City+Council/Council+Packets/102114/10d_UnfinishedBusiness.pdf
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The 2014 Surface Water Master Plan is available on the City website:  2014 Surface Water Master Plan 
 
If the Council has no additional questions or input, staff is recommending that Council passes the Resolution 
adopting the 2014 Surface Water Master Plan.   
 
Following adoption, implementation of the Surface Water Master Plan will take place through the budget 
process, the capital improvement program process, and through the work of Surface Water Utility staff.  Staff 
will report to Council annually on implementation progress using the performance measures contained in the 
2014 Surface Water Master Plan.  The Plan can be amended or updated as needed if new conditions warrant 
or the performance measures indicate that progress in a particular area of the Plan is not satisfactory.  
 
 
 
Attachment A:  Public Comment and staff response on the Draft Surface Water Master Plan 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Page657.aspx
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RESOLUTION R-5082 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
ADOPTING THE 2014 SURFACE WATER MASTER PLAN. 
 

WHEREAS, appropriate management of surface water in the 
City of Kirkland achieves multiple goals, all of which improve the 
quality of life for Kirkland residents; and  
 

WHEREAS, the goals of the Surface Water Utility include flood 
reduction, water quality improvement, infrastructure maintenance, and 
fish habitat protection, which collectively are intended to improve 
safety, reduce risk to public and private property, and enhance our 
natural environment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the most recent Surface Water Master Plan was 
adopted in 2005, and the projects and programs in that plan have 
been implemented; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City annexed the Finn Hill, Juanita and 
Kingsgate neighborhoods in 2011, resulting in new stormwater 
systems and streams coming under City management; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City intends to meet obligations for water 
quality improvement under the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
Permit; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City intends to meet obligations for water 
quality improvement and fish habitat improvement under the Water 
Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 8 Lake 
Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed, Chinook Salmon 
Conservation Plan and the Federal Endangered Species Act; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2014 Surface Water Master Plan recommends 
programs and projects for the next ten years of Surface Water Utility 
Operation in accordance with the goals noted above. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2014 Surface Water Master Plan is adopted.   
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of __________, 2014. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of __________, 
2014.  
 
             ____________________________ 
             MAYOR 
 

Council Meeting: 11/18/2014 
Agenda:  Unfinished Business 
Item #: 10. a.
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Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 
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