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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Van Ingram-Lock, Management Analyst 
 Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 
Date: November 6, 2008 
 
Subject: JOIN THE NATION’S LOCAL GOVERNMENT CLIMATE PROTECTION LEADERS BY ENDORSING 

THE CLIMATE ACTION BLUEPRINT FOR THE NEW PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that Council endorse the Empowering Local Government Climate Action: Blueprint for the New 
President and 111th Congress.   
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
Climate Communities and ICLEI USA (International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives) are seeking the 
endorsement of local elected leaders from across America for their “Empowering Local Government Climate Action: 
Blueprint for the New President and 111th Congress" (attached).  The Blueprint will be released the first week of 
December 2008 at a series of local media events across the country.  Climate Communities members will convene 
in Washington, DC in mid-December to meet with leaders of the new President’s transition team and the incoming 
Congress to discuss the Blueprint's recommendations. 
 
Local government leadership and action is critical to addressing the climate change challenge.  But the local 
government role in combating climate change and building a green economy cannot be fulfilled without strong 
national leadership from the President and Congress.  The nation must recognize that the climate solution cannot be 
achieved without local governments. We need a strong federal-local-state partnership on climate change.  Federal 
policies must provide resources to empower local communities across America to play our part in solving the climate 
challenge. 
 
Endorsing the Blueprint is consistent with Kirkland’s membership in ICLEI and climate protection goals, and 
demonstrates our long-standing tradition of environmental stewardship.   For over 20 years, the City has 
implemented various policies, regulations, and programs to protect the natural environment.  This endorsement will 
encourage federal government’s involvement in climate action.  With Council’s approval, staff will complete the 
online endorsement form and the City of Kirkland will be noted as a supporter of the Blueprint.  
  
 
 
 
Attachment: Empowering Local Government Climate Action: Blueprint for the New President and 111th Congress 

Council Meeting:  11/18/2008 
Agenda: Other Business 
Item #:  8. h. (2).
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