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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Lorrie McKay, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
Date: October 1, 2013 
 
Subject: Resolutions Supporting Lake Washington School District No. 414 Ballot 

Measures on the February 2014 ballot 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
City Council holds a public hearing and considers the three attached Council Resolutions 
expressing support for Lake Washington School District No. 414’s proposed Educational 
Programs & Operations Levy, its Capital Projects Levy and its Bond Measure, which will each be 
on the ballot on February 11, 2014. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Lake Washington School District No. 414 serves the cities of Kirkland, Redmond and 
Sammamish. It is the sixth largest district in the state of Washington, with over 25,000 students 
in 51 schools. 
 
At its August 5 Board meeting, the Lake Washington School District No. 414 Board of Directors 
voted to place three measures on the ballot on February 11, 2014: two levies and one bond 
measure (Attachment A). If passed, the levies would replace current measures that expire at 
the end of 2014. The bonds would build schools to house projected enrollment growth and to 
replace existing aging schools. 
 
The overall tax rate with the replacement levies and the new bond measure would be $4.73 per 
$1000 of assessed value. The increase for the average valued home in Lake Washington School 
District would be $365 per year, or $30 per month.  
 
LWSD Resolution No. 2162 - Replacement of Existing Educational Programs and Operations 
Levy 
 

The Educational Programs & Operations (EP&O) Levy authorizes a four-year levy which will 
replace the expiring levy: $63 million in 2015, $64.9 million in 2016, $66.8 million in 2017, 
and $68.9 million in 2018. It will cost $1.85 per thousand dollars of assessed value on each 
home in property taxes in 2015 (a 7 cent per thousand of assessed value increase over the 
expiring levy) and $1.88, $1.90 and $1.92 respectively each year thereafter. The EP&O levy 
funding makes up about 23 percent of the district’s general fund revenues. It provides 
funding for basic items such as textbooks, insurance, utilities and maintenance; teacher 
planning, preparation and training; and athletics and activities. 
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LWSD Resolution No. 2163 - Replacement of Existing Capital Projects Levies 
 

The proposed capital projects levy authorizes a four-year levy which will replace an expiring 
levy to fund both facility and technology projects. For each of the four years, this levy 
would cost .91 cents per thousand dollars of assessed value, which is an increase of .21 
cents per thousand dollars of assed value over the expiring levy. This measure would raise: 

• $21.2 million for building systems replacement & improvements, such as new roofs 
• $4.8 million for site improvements, including athletic field and playground upgrades 
• $9.3 million for school and program building improvements 
• $6.3 million to for code, compliance, health and safety projects 
• $20.7 million for technology infrastructure and support 
• $28.5 million for technology equipment, including replacement of student computers 

on a four-year lifecycle 
• $9.3 million for instructional software & support systems 
• $8.8 million for business system & technology operations software and support 
• $18.3 million for technology training and professional development 

 
 
LWSD Resolution No. 2164 - General Obligation Bonds 
 

The bond measure authorizes the sale of bonds totaling $755 million. The measure 
authorizes the board to levy additional property taxes annually to repay the bonds. The 
funds would be used to build new schools to accommodate growth and to modernize 
existing schools. The new schools are needed based on the district’s projections of 
enrollment growth of 4,200 students over the next four years. Over the next eight years, 
the bond will enable the district to build new schools and space for students including:  

• Three new elementary schools 
• One middle school 
• Additions for Lake Washington High School in Kirkland and Eastlake High School 
• A STEM-focused high school on the west side of the district and  
• An international-focused high school on the east side of the district.  

 
The last two schools would enroll students from throughout the district. 

 
The funds for modernization would replace three schools in Kirkland (Juanita High School, 
Kamiakin Middle School, and Peter Kirk Elementary School), two in Redmond (Evergreen Middle 
School and Rockwell Elementary School) and Mead Elementary School in Sammamish.  
 
The bond measure does not include funding to replace the Juanita High School Aquatic Facility; 
however, the scope of the Juanita High School modernization project does include replacement 
of the current field house and theater.   
 
Additional information about the levies and bond can be found on the Lake Washington School 
District website at: http://www.lwsd.org/News/2014-Levy-and-Bond/Pages/default.aspx 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lwsd.org/News/2014-Levy-and-Bond/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

Three Separate Resolutions Supporting the Lake Washington School District No. 414 
Ballot Measures: 
 
The attached three resolutions correspond to and express the Council’s support for each of the 
Lake Washington School District No. 414’s three 2014 ballot measures. 
 

 
Under RCW 42.17A.55, the Council may vote on a resolution to support or oppose a ballot 
proposition “so long as (a) any required notice of the meeting includes the title and number of 
the ballot proposition, and (b) members of the legislative body or members of the public are 
afforded an approximately equal opportunity for the expression of any opposing view;…” 
 
Following the public meeting, the Council should consider each resolution independently and 
may approve or reject the resolution, modify the resolution, ask staff to provide additional 
information for action at a later date, or take no action on the resolution.   
 
Attachments:  A. Lake Washington School District February 2014 Bond and Levy Information  

B. Resolution in support of LWSD Proposition 1: the Replacement of Existing 
Educational Programs and Operations Levy 
C. Resolution in support of LWSD Proposition 2: the Replacement of Existing 
Capital Projects Levies 
D. Resolution in support of LWSD Proposition 3: the General Obligation Bonds 
measure 



Lake Washington 
School District

+



Building Replacement Completed (2006 Bond)Other School Improvements (Levy)Replacement or Major Renovation (Bond)

Lake Washington School District

RE
DM

ON
D 

 R
ID

GE
  D

RI
VE

 

SAMMAMISH

REDMOND

KIRKLAND

JUANITA

EAST
REDMOND

BELLEVUE

WOODINVILLE

3

19

32

22

36

46/47

15

50

49

48

40/44

34

41/42

18
27

4
1

5

23

30

9

21

17

2

11

29

13

28
1214

16

20

24

25

31/33

8/26

37

38/43

39

6/35

7/10

51

+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+

+

+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+

+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+

+

+

+



RESOLUTION R-5006 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
STATING THE CITY COUNCIL’S SUPPORT FOR PROPOSITION NO. 1, 
THE LAKE WASHINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 414 REPLACEMENT 
OF EXISTING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND OPERATIONS LEVY.  
 
 WHEREAS, on February 11, 2014, voters in the City of Kirkland 
will decide whether to approve Proposition No. 1, the Lake Washington 
School District No. 414 Replacement of Existing Educational Programs 
and Operations Levy; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the District, for the past four years has had in effect 
an educational programs operation levy in order to enable the District 
to pay for its educational programs and services, including teaching, 
school supplies, athletics, buildings and transportation; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the current educational programs and operations 
levy expires at the end of 2014; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the money in and to be paid into the General Fund 
of the District during the next four school years will be insufficient to 
enable the District to pay for necessary educational programs and 
operations and to properly meet the educational needs of the students 
attending District schools; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to provide funding for such educational 
programs and operations and such educational needs, the Board of 
Directors of Lake Washington School District No. 411 adopted a 
resolution to authorize and educational programs and operations levy 
for four years commencing in 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the investment in top-quality education for our 
children is an important part of the quality of life enjoyed by Kirkland 
residents; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to State law, RCW 42.17A.555, the City 
Council of Kirkland desires to show its support for Proposition No. 1, 
the Lake Washington School District No. 414 Replacement of Existing 
Educational Programs and Operations Levy; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The City Council hereby supports Proposition No. 1, 
the Lake Washington School District No. 414 Replacement of Existing 
Educational Programs and Operations Levy to pay part of the cost of 
educational programs and operations support of the District.   
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Section 2.  The City Council hereby urges Kirkland voters to 

support the Replacement of Existing Educational Programs and 
Operations Levy to ensure continued high quality education to the 
benefit of our community and quality of life.  
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of __________, 2013. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of __________, 
2013.  
 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 



RESOLUTION R-5007 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
STATING THE CITY COUNCIL’S SUPPORT FOR PROPOSITION NO. 2, 
THE LAKE WASHINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 414 REPLACEMENT 
OF EXISTING CAPITAL PROJECT LEVIES.  
 
 WHEREAS, on February 11, 2014, voters in the City of Kirkland 
will decide whether to approve Proposition No. 2, the Lake Washington 
School District No. 414 Replacement of Existing Capital Project Levy; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the educational facilities of Lake Washington School 
District No. 414, including technology facilities are in need of 
renovation, construction, improvements and expansion to meet the 
current and future educational program needs of its students; and 
 

WHEREAS, the current capital projects levy expires at the end 
of 2014; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds available to the District will be insufficient to 
enable the District to implement such projects; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to provide funding for these projects the 
Board of Directors of Lake Washington School District No. 411 adopted 
a resolution to authorize a capital project levy to provide a total of 
$127.2 million, such levy to be made for four years commencing in 
2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the investment in top-quality education for our 
children is an important part of the quality of life enjoyed by Kirkland 
residents; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to State law, RCW 42.17A.555, the City 
Council desires to show its support for Proposition No. 2, the Lake 
Washington School District No. 414 Replacement of Existing Capital 
Project Levy; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The City Council hereby supports Proposition No. 2, 
the Lake Washington School District No. 414 Replacement of Existing 
Capital Project Levy for upgrades and improvements to District 
buildings, sites, and technology.   
 

Section 2.  The City Council hereby urges Kirkland voters to 
support the Replacement of Existing Capital Projects Levy to ensure 
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continued high quality education to the benefit of our community and 
quality of life.  
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of __________, 2013. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of __________, 
2013.  
 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 
 



RESOLUTION R-5008 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
STATING THE CITY COUNCIL’S SUPPORT FOR PROPOSITION NO. 3, 
THE LAKE WASHINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 414 GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS MEASURE. 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 11, 2014, voters in the City of Kirkland 
will decide whether to approve Proposition No. 3, the Lake Washington 
School District No. 414 General Obligation Bonds measure; and  
 
 WHEREAS, enrollment projections anticipate 4,000 more 
students added to the Lake Washington School District No. 414 in the 
next eight years; and  

 
 WHEREAS, improved facilities are needed in Lake Washington 
School District No. 414 in order to provide the students of the District 
with safe, adequate and efficient educational facilities; and  
 

WHEREAS, the District needs to construct and equip three new 
elementary schools, including one in Kirkland, and replace existing 
schools, including Juanita High School, Kamiakin Middle School, and 
Kirk Elementary School, in Kirkland; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District further needs to undertake renovations 

and upgrades to extend the life of the District’s existing facilities, 
including Lake Washington High School, in Kirkland; and  

 
WHEREAS, in order to provide funding for these projects the 

Board of Directors of Lake Washington School District No. 411 adopted 
a resolution to propose the issuance of general obligation bonds in the 
amount of $755 million; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the investment in top-quality education for our 
children is an important part of the quality of life enjoyed by Kirkland 
residents; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to State law, RCW 42.17A.555, the City 
Council desires to show its support for Proposition No. 3, the Lake 
Washington School District No. 414 General Obligation Bonds measure; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The City Council hereby supports Proposition No. 3, 
the Lake Washington School District No. 414 General Obligation Bonds 
measure for the renovation, upgrade and new construction of school 
facilities. 
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Section 2.  The City Council hereby urges Kirkland voters to 

support the General Obligation Bonds measure to ensure continued 
high quality education to the benefit of our community and quality of 
life.  
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of __________, 2013. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of __________, 
2013.  
 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 
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