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MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: September 24, 2015  
 
To:  Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Teresa Swan, Senior Planner 
 Paul Stewart, Deputy Director, AICP 
 Eric Shields, Director, AICP 
   
Subject: Study Session: 2013-2015 Comprehensive Plan Update, File CAM13-

00465, #9 

I. RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the City Council review and provide direction on four Planning Commission 
transmittal memos in the following order: 
 

1. General Elements and minor code and map amendments 
2. Neighborhood Plans 
3. MRM Request 
4. Citizen Amendment Requests (CAR’s) for Barsa, Griffis, Norkirk, Newland, 

Nelson/Cruikshank and Waddell 
 
At the study session, staff recommends the following format for each of the items above: 

 Staff introduction 
 Planning Commission Chair Eric Laliberte summaries the Planning Commission 

recommendations 

 Council questions, discussion and direction 
 
Any items not completed will be continued to the October 20, 2015 study session on the 
Comprehensive Plan Update. The October 20, 2015 study session will cover the Totem Lake 
Business District Plan, Totem Lake CAR’s and Walen CAR. 

II. BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 

The Planning Commission and Houghton Community Council have completed their review and 
recommendations of the 2013-2015 GMA update to the Comprehensive Plan. The Planning 
Commission recommendations (not including the Totem Lake Business District Plan, Totem Lake 
CARs and Walen CAR) are described in four transmittal memos for the October 6, 2015 study 
session.  The recommendations for the remaining topics will be presented at the October 20, 
2015 study session. 

Council Meeting: 10/06/2015 
Agenda: Study Session 
Item #: 3. a.

http://www.kirklandwa./
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The Comprehensive Plan Update process began with an extensive public outreach effort from 
2013 through 2015 that involved more than 204 public meetings and events with over 
2,000 people participating in many different ways. Attachment 1 is a list of the meetings and 
events (see Attachment 1). 
 
The outreach effort had two main components:  
 

 Public Outreach, Visioning and Education: The City had a year-long intensive, 
multidimensional visioning and outreach program starting in early 2013. Under the umbrella 
of Kirkland 2035 Your Voice, Your Vision, Your Future, a coordinated community outreach 
effort embraced five new City master plans all at the same time: Comprehensive Plan Update, 
Transportation Master Plan, Park and Recreation Open Space Plan (PROS Plan), Surface Water 
Master Plan, and the Cross Kirkland Corridor. For the Comprehensive Plan Update alone the 
City held 84 public outreach meetings with neighborhoods, business and youth groups, 
schools, boards and commissions and other stakeholders. The outreach included on-line 
forums, surveys, city-wide community events, speakers, visioning programs, business 
presentations and displays, farmer market booths, and neighborhood association picnics. 

 
The extensive outreach effort was critical in educating and getting input from the public on 
the five new City master plans. It was also important to reach out to the 30,000 new residents 
from the annexation area.   
 

 Amendment Update Process: The update involved two meetings a month for the Planning 
Commission since late 2012, and meetings generally every month for the Houghton 
Community Council since 2013. Updates or briefings were provided at 38 City Council 
meetings. Staff met with the neighborhood associations at two or more of their regular 
meetings and had briefings with the Kirkland Association of Neighborhoods (KAN). 
 
For public notice, monthly listserv bulletins were sent out and the Kirkland 2035 web page 
was updated regularly to provide information on the various City meetings with links to 
agendas and staff documents. Several of the City Update editions focused on the 
Comprehensive Plan Updates, including two special editions in October 2014 and June 2015 
that provided detailed information on the Comprehensive Plan Update, the Citizen 
Amendment Requests and the public hearings and open houses. Lastly, the City produced 
planning publications “About Growth” on a variety of topics including the Growth Management 
Act, Smart Growth, Vision, Plan, Zone and Totem Lake Urban Center. 
 
For the Citizen Amendment Requests, notices were mailed out in November 2014 and several 
weeks before each hearing in 2015 along with follow-up emails. Public notice signs were 
installed around each CAR study area.  
 
Following 18 months of study sessions held by the Planning Commission and Houghton 
Community Council, six hearings were held on the Comprehensive Plan Update: 
 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Residents/Community/Kirkland2035.htm
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Residents/Community/Kirkland2035/Kirkland_2035_Learning_Center/About_Growth_Publications.htm?
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 June 25, 2015: joint hearing on revised General Element chapters and hearings on 
neighborhood plans  and Citizen Amendment Requests  

 July 9, 2015 :deliberations on General Element Chapters and neighborhood plans,  and 
hearing on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

 July 23, 2015: hearings and deliberations on neighborhood plans and Citizen 
Amendment Requests  

 August 13, 2015: hearing and deliberations on the Capital Facilities Tables, minor 
Zoning Map and code amendments, Totem Lake Business District Plan and Totem Lake 
Citizen Amendment Requests 

 September 10, 2015 and September 24, 2015: continuation of hearing on Totem 
Commercial Center CAR 

 
Open houses were held before the hearings on June 25, July 9, July 23 and August 13, 
2015. 
 
The City also prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the 
Comprehensive Plan Update and the proposed Citizen Amendment Requests, and a Planned 
Action EIS for Totem Lake Urban Center. A public comment period was provided and a hearing 
was held on the EIS. The Final EIS will be issued in October 2015. 
 

Public comments were accepted throughout the Comprehensive Plan update process and the 
Planning Commission and Houghton Community Council considered the comments as they were 
received. Comments from the various study sessions, hearings, visioning program, and 
community events have been summarized into public comment logs by topic and attached to 
the Planning Commission transmittal memos.  
 
One comment is attached that was received after the comment log was prepared and uploaded 
for the Council packet (see Attachment 2). The comment letter is from Kayla Schott-Bresler of 
the Housing Development Consortium of Seattle-King County. 
 

III. NEXT STEPS 

 October 20, 2015: City Council will hold a study session on the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation on the amendments to the Totem Lake Business District, and Totem Lake 
and Walen CARs. 

 
 December 8, 2015: City Council will take final action on the Comprehensive Plan Update, 

and map and code amendments. 

Note that a binder has been placed in the Council Study Room with paper copies 
of all of the public comments received during the Comprehensive Plan Update 
process, including those received at the various Kirkland 2035 events and 
neighborhood plan meetings. Comment logs by topic are attached to the Planning 

Commission transmittal memos and are also provided in the binder. 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Planning/Planning+PDFs/Agendas/Planning_Commission/Agenda+Joint+Hearings+PC+HCC+TC+06252015.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Planning/Planning+PDFs/Agendas/Planning_Commission/Agenda+PC+07092015.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Planning/Planning+PDFs/Agendas/Planning_Commission/Agenda+PC+07232015.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Planning/Planning+PDFs/Agendas/Planning_Commission/Agenda+PC+08132015.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Planning/Planning+PDFs/Planning+Commission/Agenda+PC+09102015.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Planning/Planning+PDFs/Agendas/Planning_Commission/Agenda+PC+09242015.pdf
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 January 25, 2016:  Final action by the Houghton Community Council 
 
Attachment: 

1. List of public meetings and events 
2. Comment from Kayla Schott-Bresler, Housing Development consortium of Seattle-King 

County, dated September 24, 2015 
 
 
If the City Council has any questions regarding the four topics to be presented and 
discussed at the October 6, 2015 study session, please contact Teresa Swan at 
tswan@kirklandwa.gov, 425-587-3258. 

mailto:tswan@kirklandwa.gov


PUBLIC OUTREACH MEETINGS

MEETING 

DATE
COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENTS

03/06/13 Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance

03/26/13 Everest Neighborhood Association

04/09/13 Norkirk Neigborhood Association

04/17/13 Lakeview Neighborhood Association

05/01/13 CHNA -Comp Plan update

05/13/13 Juanita Neighborhood Association

05/14/13 Business Roundtable

05/27/15 City Council Meeting with Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance

06/01/13 Totem Lake Park Workshop

06/07/13 Walk and Roll Safety Fair

06/08/13 Community Planning Day at City Hall

06/19/13 Evergreen Hill Neighborhood Association

06/24/13 Totem Lake Conversations

06/26/13 Finn Hill Neighborhood Association

07/18/13 Google exchange on Comp Plan Update-CKC-Trans Plan visioning

07/20/13 North Rose Hill Picnic

07/31/13 Business Roundtable

08/02/13 Juanita Friday Markets 

08/18/13 Juanita Neighborhood Association Picnic

08/21/13 Wednesday Market 

08/24/13 Highlands/Norkirk Associaiotn Picnic

08/25/13 Everest Neighborhood Association Picnic

09/02/13 Central Houghton Neighborhood Association Picnic "Hought Down"

09/08/13 Finn Hill Neighborhood Association Picnic "Denny Fest"

09/14/13 Market Neighborhood Association Picnic 

09/18/13 Market Neighborhood Association Picnic - Kirkland 2035 briefing

09/30/13 Downtown Merchants Kirkland 2035 conversation stations

10/09/13 Business Roundtable Visioning Exercise

10/14/13 Totem Lake Conversations

10/16/13 Everest Neighborhood Meeting

10/19/13 Community Planning Day at Peter Kirk Community Center

10/30/13 City Staff Visioning Exercise

10/31/13 City Staff Visioning Exercise

11/13/13 KAN Visioning Exercise

11/12/13 SRH/Bridle Trails Visioning Exercise

11/18/13 NRH/Evergreen Visioning Exercise

11/18/13 Moss Bay/Lakeview Visioning Exercise

11/19/13 Everest/Houghton Visioning Exercise

11/20/13 Market Visioning Exercise

01/15/14 Finn Hill Visioning Exercise

01/22/14 Kirkland Business Roundtable discussion-panel on Economic Development Element

01/28/14 Houghton-Everest-Lakeview Neigh plan update

01/30/14 Moss Bay-Market-Norkirk-Highlands Neigh plan update

02/11/14 N/S Rose Hill-Bridle Trails Neigh Plan update

04/09/14 Business Roundtable Focus Groups Regarding Downtown at Maison Delille-Realogics

02/19/14 Juanita-Finn Hill-Evergreen Hill Neigh Plan update

04/26/14 Community Future Day at City Hall- info stations and panel on growth-transportation

05/13/14 Neighborhood Plan Update Meeting #2 Everest/Houghton/Lview

06/04/14 Neighborhood Plan Update Meeting #2NRoseHill/SRHill/Btrails/Totem Lake

C:\Users\AAMartin\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\C0CPQ7LL\Final Total Comp Plan Update Outreach Meetings-log.xlsx Page 1 of 5, 9/25/2015, 1:56 PM
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PUBLIC OUTREACH MEETINGS

06/05/14 Neighborhood Plan Update Meeting #2 Norkirk/Mbay/Highlands/Market

06/10/14 Neighborhood Plan Update Meeting #2 Juanita/Finn Hill/Kingsgate

09/09/14 South Rose Hill/Bridle Trails  Associations to discuss Plans

09/23/14 Kirkland Rotary

10/03/14 Eastside Prepatory School Students

10/10/14 Kamaikin School Students

10/08/14 KAN Neighborhood Plan Updates

10/14/14  South Rose Hill/Bridle Trails  Board to discuss Plans and NE 85th ST Plan

11/10/14 North Juanita Association to discuss Plan

11/12/14 Public Open House

11/17/14  North Rose Hill Association to discuss Plan

11/17/14 Moss Bay Association to discuss Plan

11/19/14 Highlands Association to discuss Plan

12/08/14 Moss Bay Board to discuss Plan

01/22/15 Norkirk Neighborhood Association Board

02/04/15 Norkirk Neighborhood Association

02/18/15 Kingsgate Neighborhood Association

03/24/15 Everest Neighborhood Association

06/25/15 Open House on 6/25 public hearing items

07/23/15 Open House on 7/23 public hearing items

08/13/15 Open House on 8/13 public hearing items

08/13/15 Community meeting on Totem Lake Action EIS

Total Meetings 71

MEETING 

DATE
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Study 

Session

Public 

Hearing

02/14/13 Planning Commission x

03/14/13 Planning Commission x

03/28/13 Planning Commission x

04/25/13 Planning Commission x

05/09/13 Planning Commission and Houghton Community Council x

06/27/13 Planning Commission x

07/17/13 Planning Commission, Park Board, and Transportation Commission x

09/26/13 Planning Commisison x

10/24/13 Planning Commisison and Houghton Community Council x

12/05/13 Planning Commission x

12/13/13 Planning Commission x

01/09/14 Planning Commission x

02/13/14 Planning Commission x

03/13/14 Planning Commission x

03/27/14 Planning Commission x

04/10/14 Planning Commission x

04/24/14 Planning Commission x

05/08/14 Planning Commission x

05/22/14 Planning Commission and Houghton Community Council x

05/28/14 Planning Commission Tour of Totem Lake Business District x

06/12/14 Planning Commission x

06/26/14 Planning Commission x

07/10/14 Planning Commission x

08/14/14 Planning Commission x
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PUBLIC OUTREACH MEETINGS

08/28/14 Planning Commission x

08/28/14 Planning Commission and Houghton Community Council x

09/11/14 Planning Commission x

09/25/14 Planning Commission x

10/09/14 Planning Commission x

10/23/14 Planning Commission x

11/13/14 Planning Commission x

11/20/14 Planning Commission x

01/08/14 Planning Commission x

01/22/15 Planning Commission x

02/12/15 Planning Commission x

02/26/15 Planning Commission x

03/12/15 Planning Commission x

03/26/15 Planning Commission x

04/16/15 Planning Commission x

04/23/15 Planning Commission x

05/14/15 Planning Commission x

05/28/15 Planning Commission x

06/11/15 Planning Commission x

06/25/15 Planning Commission, Houghton Community Council & Transportation Commission x

07/09/15 Planning Commission x x

07/23/15 Planning Commission x x

08/13/15 Planning Commission x

09/10/15 Planning Commission continued on Totem Lake items and PC recommendation to CC x

Total Meetings 48

MEETING 

DATE
HOUGHTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Study 

Session

Public 

Hearing

04/22/13 Houghton Community Council x

07/22/13 Houghton Community Council x

03/24/14 Houghton Community Council x

08/25/14 Houghton Community Council x

09/22/14 Houghton Community Council x

10/27/14 Houghton Community Council x

03/23/15 Houghton Community Council x

04/27/15 Houghton Community Council x

06/25/15 Houghton Community Council x

Total Meetings 9

MEETING 

DATE
YOUTH COUNCIL

Study 

Session

Public 

Hearing

10/28/13 Youth Council x

Total Meetings 1

MEETING 

DATE
SENIOR COUNCIL / HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Study 

Session

Public 

Hearing

10/08/12 Senior Council / Human Services x

Total Meetings 1
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PUBLIC OUTREACH MEETINGS

MEETING 

DATE
CITY COUNCIL

Study 

Session

Public 

Hearing

2/8/2013 City Council x

4/2/2013 City Council x

5/7/2013 City Council x

6/4/2013 City Council x

6/18/2013 City Council x

7/2/2013 City Council x

8/6/2013 City Council x

9/17/2013 City Council x

10/15/2013 City Council x

11/19/2013 City Council x

1/7/2014 City Council x

1/21/2014 City Council x

2/18/2014 City Council x

2/21/2014 City Council x

3/18/2014 City Council x

4/15/2014 City Council x

5/20/2014 City Council x

6/3/2014 City Council x

7/15/2014 City Council x

10/7/2014 City Council x

10/21/2014 City Council x

11/18/2014 City Council x

12/9/2014 City Council x

1/20/2015 City Council x

2/3/2015 City Council x

2/17/2015 City Council x

3/17/2015 City Council x

4/7/2015 City Council x

4/17/2015 City Council x

4/21/2015 City Council x

5/5/2015 City Council x

6/2/2015 City Council x

6/16/2015 City Council x

7/7/2015 City Council x

7/21/2015 City Council x

10/6/2015 City Council x

10/20/2015 City Council x

12/8/2015 City Council x

Total Meetings 38
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PUBLIC OUTREACH MEETINGS

MEETING 

DATE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Study 

Session

Public 

Hearing

01/23/13 Transportation Commission x

02/27/13 Transportation Commission x

03/27/13 Transportation Commission x

04/24/13 Transportation Commission x

05/22/13 Transportation Commission x

06/23/13 Transportation Commission x

08/28/13 Transportation Commission x

09/28/13 Transportation Commission x

10/23/13 Transportation Commission x

12/04/13 Transportation Commission x

01/22/14 Transportation Commission x

02/26/14 Transportation Commission x

03/26/14 Transportation Commission x

04/30/14 Transportation Commission x

05/28/14 Transportation Commission x

07/23/14 Transportation Commission x

09/24/14 Transportation Commission x

10/02/14 Transportation Commission x

12/17/14 Transportation Commission x

01/28/15 Transportation Commission x

02/25/15 Transportation Commission x

03/12/15 Transportation Commission x

04/22/15 Transportation Commission x

05/27/15 Transportation Commission x

07/22/15 Transportation Commission x

Total Meetings 25

MEETING 

DATE
PARK BOARD4

Study 

Session

Public 

Hearing

4/10/2013 Park Board x

5/8/2013 Park Board x

7/10/2013 Park Board x

10/9/2013 Park Board x

11/13/2013 Park Board x

1/8/2014 Park Board x

2/12/2014 Park Board x

5/14/2014 Park Board x

6/11/2014 Park Board x

5/13/2015 Park Board x

Total Meetings 10

TOTAL NUMBER 

OF MEETINGS 202

Final total of participants for community meetings is approximately 2000 people

This does not include attendence at study sessions or people who submitted written comments
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Teresa Swan

From: Kayla Schott-Bresler <kayla@housingconsortium.org>

Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 5:49 PM

To: Planning Commissioners

Cc: Leslie Miller; Teresa Swan; Kayla Schott-Bresler

Subject: HDC Comment on Kirkland's Comp Plan Update

Good Evening, 

 

On behalf of the Housing Development Consortium of King County (HDC), thank you for this opportunity to comment on 

the Comprehensive Plan Update.  

 

HDC is a nonprofit membership organization which represents more than 100 private businesses, nonprofit 

organizations, and public partners who are working to develop affordable housing and provide housing-related services 

in King County. HDC’s members are dedicated to the vision that all people should be able to live in a safe, healthy, and 

affordable homes in a community of opportunity.  

 

We very much appreciate the City of Kirkland’s dedication to meeting affordable housing needs and the strategies 

included in the Housing Element that support this work. We also appreciate the City setting a timeline for 

implementation. We understand that community engagement and land use planning processes take time, but we also 

know that affordable housing waitlists are lengthening and market-rate rents are going up every day. We encourage you 

to commit to and take action on implementation as swiftly as possible to ensure more people in Kirkland can benefit 

from safe, healthy, affordable housing. 

 

Thank you for your continued efforts to promote affordable housing in the City of Kirkland. We look forward to working 

with the City as the comprehensive plan and housing strategy plans conversations move forward. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to be in touch with any questions or follow-up. 

 

Thanks, 

Kayla 

 

What’s Happening: 

• Register for our 2015 Seattle Candidate Forum on 10.13 

• Save the date for our 2016 Member Celebration on 3.29.16 

 

Kayla Schott-Bresler, Policy Manager 

Housing Development Consortium of Seattle-King County 

1402 Third Avenue, Suite 1230 

Seattle, WA 98101 

(206) 682-9541  

www.housingconsortium.org 
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