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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Kathi Anderson, City Clerk 
 Tracey Dunlap, Director, Finance and Administration 
 
Date: September 10, 2010 
 
Subject: Planning Commission Member Request 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Council review Ms. Sutter’s request and provide direction to staff. 
 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
Ms. Patti Sutter was appointed to the remainder of an unexpired term on the Planning 
Commission in September of last year.  That term will expire at the end of March 2011.  The 
Kirkland Municipal Code and Council’s current rules of procedure include an eligibility 
requirement of City residency.  Ms. Sutter has moved out of the Kirkland city limits, into the 
annexation area, which will become part of the City in June 2011. 
 
Ms. Sutter asks whether Council can make an exception to the rules allowing her to remain on 
the Commission.  Assuming Ms. Sutter would also intend to apply for reappointment at the end 
of the current term, this issue would arise again at that time.  Accommodation of Ms. Sutter’s 
request would require a revision to the Kirkland Municipal Code (KMC). 
 
It is worth noting that when the City Council added representation by residents of the 
annexation area to the Planning Commission, there were more applicants than seats authorized.  
It is possible that if the Council proposes to change the Kirkland Municipal Code to allow Ms. 
Sutter to serve, that additional annexation area residents may request the opportunity to 
compete for this position.  
 
Staff is seeking direction as to whether we should acknowledge Ms. Sutter’s departure and 
commence a recruitment to fill the remainder of the term or prepare an ordinance to amend the 
KMC. 
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