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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From:  Lorrie McKay, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
Date:  September 6, 2013 
 
Subject:  TRANSPORTATION FUNDING RESOLUTION  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Council should consider adoption of the attached resolution stating the City Council’s support of a 
comprehensive statewide transportation investment package, including direct funding and funding 
options for local governments,  and urging the Governor to convene a special legislative session of the 
Washington State Legislature in 2013 to enact a balanced transportation investment package.  
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
At the September 3, 2013 meeting of the City Council, councilmembers requested that staff provide a 
draft resolution urging the Governor to convene a special legislative session of the Washington State 
Legislature in 2013 to enact a balanced transportation investment package (Attachment A). Consistent 
with its adopted 2013 State Legislative Agenda, Council also supported joining in the efforts of the “Keep 
Washington Rolling Coalition” to continue advocating for a transportation investment package in 2013, as 
long as the Coalition’s efforts remained focused on advocacy and did not include campaign activities of 
any kind. 
 
The resolution under consideration is nearly identical to Resolution 4978, unanimously approved by the 
Kirkland City Council at its regular meeting on May 21, 2013. Resolution 4978 expressed Council’s strong 
support of a comprehensive transportation investment package, including direct funding and funding 
options for local governments and urged the Legislature to enact a balanced transportation investment 
package to create jobs, relieve congestion, support our businesses and maintain our quality of life.  The 
only difference is that Section 2 of Resolution 4978 called on the legislature to enact a transportation 
package, and Section 2 of this proposed Resolution urges the Governor to convene a special legislative 
session in 2013 to so that the legislature can enact such a package (Attachment B).  
 
Also on September 3, Governor Jay Inslee and King County Executive Dow Constantine held a 
transportation press conference outlining the necessity to address critical transportation system 
maintenance needs regionally and statewide. The Governor called for a bipartisan comprehensive 
transportation investment package in 2013 and signaled his intention to call a special session of the 
legislature in November.  
 
HB 1954 and HB 1955 were introduced during the regular session and therefore are still in play for the 
legislature’s consideration.  The City of Kirkland continues to have much at stake in the Transportation 
Investment Package.  The transportation revenue legislation that passed the House, but was not voted 
on in the Senate, contains nearly $8 million for Kirkland specific transportation priorities and projects.  
One Kirkland project ($1.3 million) in that package was moved into the Capital Budget which was passed 
by the legislature in late June.   

• I-405 and NE 132nd interchange - $5,000,000  
• NE 104th St Sidewalk - $920,000 (Safe Routes to School)  
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• NE 132nd St Sidewalk Improvement at Finn Hill MS - $816,000 (Safe Routes to School)  
• Park Lane Pedestrian Corridor Enhancements - $1,180,000 

 
In addition to Kirkland specific project funding, millions more in potential revenue from a statewide tax 
plan as well as authorized local options are included in the Transportation Investment Package that could 
be considered in a special session.   
 
It should be noted that the Senate Majority Coalition Caucus has linked a series of reform concepts to the 
passage of any transportation revenue package. How the package and these reforms are negotiated is 
uncertain at this time. 
 
Attachments:  Transportation Funding Resolution 
  Resolution 4978 of the Kirkland City Council 



RESOLUTION R-4999 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
URGING THE GOVERNOR TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 
WASHINGTON STATE LEGISLATURE IN 2013 AND PASS A 
COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT PACKAGE. 
 

WHEREAS, the Kirkland City Council supports legislation that 
promotes the City Council’s goals and protects the City’s ability to 
provide basic municipal services to its residents; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Kirkland City Council adopted State Legislative 
Priorities for 2013 that include support for providing state and local 
transportation revenue to maintain infrastructure investments and 
complete projects that enhance economic vitality; and 
 

WHEREAS, a healthy transportation system is a critical 
foundation of our state and local economies and our quality of life, as 
well as our global position as the nation’s most trade-dependent state; 
and 

WHEREAS, Washington State’s transportation system is 
suffering from disrepair, with a backlog of maintenance and 
preservation needs, and data showing that without any new 
investments more than half the pavement on our state roads and 
highways will be in poor condition by 2023; and 

 
WHEREAS, failing roads and bridges, congested highway 

corridors, and bottlenecked interchanges undermine the mobility of 
vehicles, buses, and freight-carriers to transport people and goods; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Connecting Washington Task Force released a 

report in early 2012, identifying $50 billion in unfunded transportation 
needs and recommending an investment of $21 billion in state funding 
during the next ten years for maintenance, preservation, and strategic 
investments; and 

 
WHEREAS, Kirkland has $249 million in unfunded street, bridge 

and sidewalk needs and these projects are critical for the safety and 
economic development of the City of Kirkland; and 
 

WHEREAS, investing in maintaining and upgrading our 
transportation system is a positive step the Legislature can take to 
catalyze construction jobs, enhance freight mobility for our Ports, and 
create a pathway for retaining and growing new jobs for key industry 
sectors; and 

 
WHEREAS, through SHB 1954, SHB 1955 and related bills, the 

2013 Washington State Legislature is considering a 12-year, $9.5 
billion package of transportation infrastructure investments; and 

 
WHEREAS, this package would provide critical funding for key 

highway corridor projects throughout the state, including the I-405/NE 
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132nd Street Interchange ramps in Kirkland, previously authorized by 
the Legislature; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed transportation package would also 

provide a direct gas tax distribution that would provide new funding 
each year for the City of Kirkland to maintain local roadways and 
arterials and to leverage existing funding; and 

 
WHEREAS, the package also includes local transportation 

financing options that cities and counties can submit to their voters for 
transportation improvements in their communities including Kirkland; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the transportation package would invest in grant 

programs that are vital for cities and counties, including the 
Transportation Investment Board (TIB), the Freight Mobility Strategic 
Investment Board (FMSIB), “Complete Streets,” Safe Routes to 
Schools, and Bicycle-Pedestrian Safety; and 

 
WHEREAS, the package also includes direct funding allocations 

for transit agencies, including King County Metro Transit, that would 
otherwise have to make drastic cuts in routes which carry people to 
work sites and serve local communities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Washington may call 
the legislature back into special session in 2013 to discuss this 
transportion package or similar proposals; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The Kirkland City Council strongly supports a 
comprehensive statewide transportation investment package, including 
direct funding and funding options for local governments. 
 
 Section 2.  The Kirkland City Council urges the Governor to 
convene a special legislative session in 2013 to enact a balanced 
transportation investment package to create jobs, relieve congestion, 
support our businesses, and maintain our quality of life. 
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this ___ day of _________ , 2013. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ___ day of ______, 2013.  
 
 
    ________________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 
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