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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Marilynne Beard, Deputy City Manager 
 
Date: September 6, 2013 
 
Subject: KIRKLAND 2035 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLANNING UPDATE #6 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
City Council receives an update on recent and upcoming public outreach and communication 
efforts related to the Kirkland 2035 plan updates. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This report is the fifth in a series monthly updates to keep City Council and the public informed 
about the results of recent public involvement activities and upcoming opportunities to get 
involved. 
 
Comprehensive Plan Visioning Process 
 
Planning staff has developed a visioning exercise that they will be taking “on the road” 
beginning in October.  The group process will supplement input received through other sources 
such as on-line comments, comment cards received at community events and comments 
provided through Council email and public comment.  The visioning exercise can be used with 
groups of different sizes and interests.  The general format is outlined below: 
 

• Participants will sit at tables of eight (or for small groups, the exercise can be facilitated 
for the whole group) 

• The facilitator will welcome the group 
• A brief background on the Comprehensive Plan will be provided by staff as well as basic 

demographic and trend information 
• A short video will be shown to get participants thinking about different aspects of the 

community and what they see for the future.  The video can be viewed 
at http://kirkland.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=13&clip_id=2675   

• The facilitator will then engage the whole group in developing list of words that describe 
their vision of Kirkland.  The words will be compiled and converted to a “wordle” which 
graphically displays major themes that emerged from the exercise.  The larger words 
represent those that were mentioned most often.   An example of a wordle is shown 
below. 
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• Staff will then describe the purpose of the visioning exercise and how it will be used 
• At this point, the small groups will work together.  Each group will be assigned one or 

more topic areas to discuss.  Topic areas include: 
 

o Transportation 
o Economy 
o Environment 
o Housing 
o Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces 
o Land Use 
o Community Character 

 
A group facilitator will provide prompt questions to begin discussions.  A staff person 
will record answers on a flip chart. Flip chart notes will be transcribed and posted on 
the K2035 web page. 

• The wordle developed earlier in the session will be displayed at the end of the 
session.   

 
Visioning sessions are planned for: 
 

• Joint Planning Commission, Transportation Commission and Parks Board – October 7 
• Senior Council and Human Services Advisory Committee – October 8 
• Business Round Table – October 9 
• Community Planning Day (two sessions) – October 19 
• Youth Council – October 28 
• Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods (date to be determined) 

 
 
On-Line Dialogue  
 
Staff is continuing implementation of IdeasForum (www.IdeasForum.Kirklandwa.gov) an on-line 
dialogue site designed to encourage public input on specific questions, generate ideas and 
spark on-line conversations.  Initial demonstrations prompted feedback to simplify the site.  
Staff is working on limiting the number of options, improving directions, and testing the site 
with users.  Once the site is ready, it will be publicized as widely as possible.   
 
 

http://www.ideasforum.kirklandwa.gov/


Recent Public Involvement Activities 
 
Staff has continued to conduct outreach activities during the summer months: 
 
Neighborhood Picnics  
 
Staff was able to attend all of the neighborhood picnics held this summer to provide 
informational materials about the Kirkland 2035 efforts. 
 
Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods – September 11 
 
Planning staff attended the September KAN agenda to learn more about their ideas on how to 
get the community involved with vision update process.  The results of that meeting will be 
presented during the staff presentation on September 17. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Kirkland Downtown Association – September 30 
 
An open house will be held on September 30 for downtown merchants at Zoka Cafe.  Kirkland 
2035 displays will be set up and staff will be available to answer questions and provide 
opportunities for participants to share ideas.   
 
Visioning Sessions 
 

• Joint Planning Commission, Transportation Commission, Design Review Board and 
Parks Board – October 7 

• Senior Council and Human Services Advisory Committee – October 8 
• Business Round Table – October 9 
• Community Planning Day (two sessions) – October 19 
• Youth Council – October 28 
• Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods (date to be determined) 

 
Fall Community Planning Day – October 19, 10 am to 2 pm, Peter Kirk Community 
Center 
 
The next Community Planning Day will be held on Saturday, October 19 at the Peter Kirk 
Community Center.  Participants will be able to attend group sessions on community visioning 
and the Cross Kirkland Corridor.  In addition, displays on other plans and projects in process will 
be available throughout the event.  Conceptual alternatives should be available for the Cross 
Kirkland Corridor Master Plan, Juanita Drive Corridor Improvements and Totem Lake Park.  One 
of the important objectives of the Community Planning Day is to bring forward comments made 
at earlier events and demonstrate how those comments are being applied to the development 
of the plans and projects.  Attendees should be able to participate in any or all of the activities.  
The planned schedule for the event is as follows: 
  
 10:00 – 2:00   General Displays, interactive displays and video interviews 
 
 10:30 – 11:30  Visioning Session #1 
        Cross Kirkland Corridor Session #1 
 
 12:00 – 1:00   Visioning Session #2 
       Cross Kirkland Corridor Session #2  
 



The Cross Kirkland Corridor sessions will be run by Berger and Associates.  Participants will 
receive a presentation summarizing input to date and potential alternatives.  They will then be 
asked to comment on alternatives. 
 
The Community Planning day will be marketed again through posters, a direct mail postcard, 
City Update (scheduled for publication October 1) and an advertisement in the City’s Parks 
Brochure scheduled for publication in mid-August.   
 
Updates on the status of specific plans will be presented at the September 17 meeting.  
 
 




