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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Erin Leonhart, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
Date: July 22, 2010 
 
Subject: COMPLETE STREETS ACT OF 2009 – NATIONAL COMPLETE STREETS 

COALITION SUPPORT LETTER  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that the City Council authorize the Mayor to sign a letter to Congress in 
support of the Complete Streets Act of 2009. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
The National Complete Streets Coalition has requested that the City of Kirkland, in light of the 
City's Complete Streets Policy, sign a letter asking Congress to support federal complete streets 
legislation.  A fact sheet provided by the National Complete Streets Coalition and a draft letter 
to Congress are attached to this memorandum.   
 
In 2006, the City of Kirkland was the first city in Washington State to adopt a complete streets 
ordinance, and since that time, a number of other cities throughout the country have contacted 
us regarding its implementation and benefits.  Significant projects designed and constructed 
under the ordinance were Juanita Drive and Slater Avenue, and its tenets are employed on all 
City capital improvements. 
 
The Complete Streets Act of 2009 defines effective complete streets policies that are flexible 
enough to use in daily transportation planning practice.  The Act directs state Departments of 
Transportation (DOT’s) and Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO’s) to adopt such policies 
within two years of enactment of the bill and apply the policies to upcoming federally funded 
transportation projects.   
 
The bill directs the US Department of Transportation to develop a mechanism to ensure 
compliance with the bill and to report to Congress on what State DOT’s and MPO’s are doing to 
adopt and implement complete streets policies in accordance with the bill.  States that do not 
comply would have a small percentage of their State’s transportation funds directed towards 
safety projects.  The bill also updates current federal code on bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodation and authorizes needed research and data collection, technical assistance and 
dissemination of complete streets best practices. 
 

Council Meeting:   08/03/2010 
Agenda:  General Correspondence 
Item #:   8. c. (1).



This bill is consistent with City of Kirkland complete streets Ordinance 4061 adopted in 2006 
that added Section 19.08.055 to the Kirkland Municipal Code: 
 

19.08.055 Bicycle and pedestrian ways along transportation facilities. 
(1) Bicycle and pedestrian ways shall be accommodated in the planning, development 
and construction of transportation facilities, including the incorporation of such ways into 
transportation plans and programs. 
(2) Notwithstanding that provision of paragraph (1), bicycle and pedestrian ways are not 
required to be established: 

(a) Where their establishment would be contrary to public safety; 
(b) When the cost would be excessively disproportionate to the need or probable 
use; 
(c) Where there is no identified need; 
(d) Where the establishment would violate Comprehensive Plan policies; or 
(e) In instances where a documented exception is granted by the Public Works 
Director. 
 
 

Attachment A – Complete Streets Act of 2009 Fact Sheet  
Attachment B – Draft Letter to Congress 
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August 4, 2010              

D R A F T 
 
Dear Member of the United States Congress: 
 
As leaders in communities that have adopted complete streets policies, we are joining together in strong 
support of a national complete streets policy. We urge you to demonstrate leadership on this issue by 
cosponsoring S.584/H.R.1443, the Complete Streets Act of 2009. This landmark bill introduced by Senator 
Harkin and Representative Matsui will ensure our country’s streets truly work for people of all ages and 
abilities. 
 
In 2006, the City of Kirkland was the first city in Washington State to adopt a complete streets ordinance, 
and since that time, a number of other cities throughout the country have contacted us regarding its 
implementation and benefits.  Its tenets are now employed on all City transportation capital 
improvements. 
 
As regional and local officials, we are highly aware and appreciative of the many ways a community 
benefits by adopting a complete streets policy. Streets designed for all users are safer, can lower 
individual transportation costs, ease congestion, and spur economic development. Complete streets also 
make important contributions towards alleviating the serious national challenges of energy security, 
climate change and obesity. Complete streets promote clean air, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and 
help children and adults get more physical activity by providing safe, convenient alternatives to driving. 
 
While complete streets are designed to balance safety and convenience for all users of the road, there is 
no prescribed template for what a complete street should look like. Unique characteristics such as 
location, roadway use, and intended and prospective users all play a strong role in determining the final 
look of a complete street. At the beginning of a transportation project, agency planners and engineers 
focus on the community context, ensuring the project is aligned with local transportation and land use 
planning goals. Focusing on community context in this way helps eliminates risks such as inappropriately 
wide roads through quiet neighborhoods or construction of little-used pavement. When the needs of all 
users are taken into account during the initial design phase, complete streets projects can be financially 
comparable to traditional, motorist-centric transportation projects. 
 
Complete streets policies have been adopted across the entire country—by cities, counties, Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations (MPOs), and states. There is tremendous public support for streets that serve the 
needs of everyone. Recent polling by the National Association of REALTORS and AARP show strong 
support for building communities that are walkable, bikeable and that provide public transportation as 
ways to reduce traffic and address climate and energy goals.  
 
Despite significant national and local support, policies remain piecemeal and, in many communities, non-
existent. We need a federal policy that will allow all communities to pursue complete streets when using 
federal funds and working with recipients of federal funds, such as state Departments of Transportation. 
 
Our experience with complete streets suggests that a federal complete streets policy would benefit us 
and the nation. We support the passage of the Complete Streets Act of 2009, and urge all members of 
Congress to sign on as co-sponsors. Your co-sponsorship now will also help ensure complete streets 
language is included in the federal transportation reauthorization, whatever its final form may be. Please 
contact Richard Bender in Senator Harkin’s office or Sam Stefanki in Rep. Matsui’s office to cosponsor 
S.584/H.R.1443, the Complete Streets Act of 2009. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirkland City Council 
 
 
 
By Joan McBride, Mayor 
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