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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Noel Hupprich, P.E., Senior Project Engineer 
 Ray Steiger, P.E., Public Works Director 
   
Date: July 22, 2011 
 
Subject: TOTEM LAKE FLOOD CONTROL MEASURES -- FUNDING REQUEST 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that City Council authorize the use of $218,000 from the Surface Water 
Construction Reserve to complete maintenance work on the conveyance system for the Totem 
Lake Flood Control Measures.  Revisions to this project will be included in the 2011-16 CIP Update 
process.  Council is being asked to approve additional funding now since expenditures will occur 
before the update to the CIP is adopted.    
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
At their regular meeting on July 19, 2011, City Council received an update on the Totem Lake 
Flood Control Measures project (Attachment A).  The update described work completed to-date by 
staff and the City’s design consultant, CH2MHill of Bellevue, WA, as part of the Capital 
Improvement Project (CSD-0059).  The update provided current findings and specific maintenance 
activities that were recommended to be completed this year that will alleviate seasonal flooding in 
the area.  Those recommendations include removal of sediment and invasive vegetation along the 
Juanita Creek drainage channel in Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) right-
of-way, and the removal of an active beaver dam further downstream.   
 
At the time the City Council update was prepared, permitting and details of the maintenance work 
were being finalized.  Staff has secured permitting for sediment and invasive vegetation removal 
through an expedited Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) from Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW).  In addition, the HPA allows for sediment removal in a settling basin located in 
the Totem Lake Mall parking lot upstream of the WSDOT right-of-way drainage channel.  This 
additional work was identified during the permitting process and is recommended to be completed 
this year as well (Attachment B). 
 
The criteria under the City’s programmatic permit, which governs normal operations and 
maintenance activities, restricts removal of beaver dams that have been active for more than one 
year.  After recent review by WDFW and City Staff, this appears to be the case for this dam.  Staff 
is continuing to work to resolve this issue expeditiously, and once permitting is secured, City 
Maintenance staff will complete the downstream dam removal. 
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The work can be completed this summer due to extremely cooperative permitting process by the 
WDFW, access granted by the WSDOT, and the availability and agreement by the King County 
“Rivers Team” to perform the work under an existing interlocal with the City. 
 
Funding for the Project comes from the King County Flood Control Zone District’s Sub-Regional 
Opportunity Fund.  The total Project budget is $117,000 in 2011 as identified in the 2011-2016 CIP 
(Table 1).  Based on the work done by CH2MHill earlier this year in identifying the scope of work 
and estimates to complete the improvements, staff has updated the costs for the project, and 
pending Council approval later this fall, the revised CIP includes an additional $218,000 in the 2011 
budget from surface water funds and $168,000 in 2012 from the annual King County Flood Control 
Zone District’s Sub-Regional Opportunity Fund resulting in a total project budget of $503,000.   
 
The amount estimated to complete the planned work in 2011 exceeds the 2011 budget by 
$218,000.   Staff request Council authorization to use $218,000 from the Surface Water 
Construction Reserve to fully fund the planned work this year.  The table below shows a 
breakdown of the budget and additional funding needed to complete work planned for 2011. 
 

Table 1.  Current and requested funding for SD-0059 
 

Current CIP 
2011 2012 Total Funding Source 

117,000 - 117,000 King County Flood Control 
Revised CIP 

2011 2012 Total Funding Source 
117,000 168,000 285,000 King County Flood Control 
218,000 - 218,000 Surface Wtr. Construction Rsv. 

335,000 168,000 503,000 
 

 
With City Council approval, the County services contract will be finalized and work will begin mid 
August.  Prior to construction, the City’s website will be updated with schedule information, project 
signs will be placed to identify the work to be done, and information regarding the Project will be 
included in the upcoming Totem Lake newsletter update.  With Council concurrence and based on 
the community’s interest in the ongoing Totem Lake revitalization process, a “ground breaking” 
ceremony is anticipated to be done immediately prior to actual construction.  The work is 
anticipated to be completed by the end of September 2011.  Design work and monitoring for 
future Totem Lake drainage improvements will continue after construction and Staff will include 
subsequent improvements in the upcoming CIP update process. 
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Attachment B

Area of focus for proposed 
maintenance activity:
WSDOT ROW Drainage Channel

Area of focus for proposed 
maintenance activity:
Settling Pond



FISCAL NOTE CITY OF KIRKLAND

Date

Source of Request

Description of Request

Ray Steiger, Public Work Director

Reserve

Request for $218,000 from the Surface Water Construction Reserve to provide funding for Totem Lake Boulevard Flood Control Measures project (CSD 0059).  
Budget revisions for this project are included in the 2011-16 CIP Update, however expenditures are expected to occur in 2011 prior to Council approval of the CIP 
update.

Legality/City Policy Basis

Recommended Funding Source(s)

Fiscal Impact

2012
Request Target2011-12 Uses

Other Source

Revenue/Exp 
Savings

Prepared By Neil Kruse, Senior Financial Analyst July 25, 2011

Other Information

N/A0 218,000 3,158,4313,376,431

2012 Est Prior Auth.Prior Auth. Revised 2012Amount This
2011-12 Additions End Balance

Description

0Surface Water Construction

End Balance

Attachment C
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