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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: City Council  
 
From: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
Date: July 13, 2016 
 
Subject: Proclamation Reaffirming Partnership between Community and Police   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that the City Council present a proclamation reaffirming the important 
partnership between the Kirkland community and the Kirkland Police Department and 
proclaiming the City’s commitment to sustain and enhance that relationship.    
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
This proclamation was requested by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor in response to the tragic 
shooting deaths of African American men in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and Falcon Heights 
Minnesota and police officers in Dallas, Texas last week. These sorrowful events are a 
heartbreaking reminder that there is no more important relationship in a community than the 
one between a Police Department and the residents those officers protect and serve.     
 
The Kirkland Police Department has a long and proud tradition of a strong partnership with the 
Kirkland community.  That relationship was reaffirmed this week by the outpouring of support 
received by the Police Department after the shootings in Dallas.  This spontaneous support was 
highlighted in an article in the Kirkland Reporter.  Part of the reason for this support is the 
Police Department’s commitment to earn the trust and respect of all residents, regardless of 
age, race or religion.  This commitment starts in the hiring process and is reinforced through 
training that educates officers on the importance of community policing and understanding and 
overcoming bias.   
 
Maintaining and enhancing the commitment to a strong partnership with the community was 
the top priority of the Council, the Police Department, and especially community leaders during 
the recent hiring process for the Chief of Police.  The City Manager assembled a community 
panel consisting of leaders from neighborhoods, business, non-profits and religious institutions.  
That community panel interviewed the finalists for the Police Chief and asked challenging and 
insightful questions.   The panel made it clear that there is still work to be done, and no matter 
how comprehensive the current police training on bias, there is always a need to continually 
review and improve so that all members of the Kirkland community feel safe and protected by 
the Department.  Chief Cherie Harris’s passionate commitment to this relationship throughout 
her career is one of the many reasons she was chosen as the new Police Chief.   
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Members of the community interview panel and other community leaders have been invited to 
attend in support and receive this proclamation.  The following have accepted the invitation to 
date: 
 

Cheryl Haskins, City Church 
Salma Jiwani, Muslim Community 
Bea Nahon, Neighborhoods 
Lauren Thomas, CEO, Hopelink 
James Whitfield, President & CEO, Leadership Eastside 
Amy Morrison Goings, President, Lake Washington Institute of Technology 
Rich Thomas, Senior Council 

 
A final list of attendees will be available at the July 19 Council meeting.  
 
The proclamation is still undergoing review and edits and has not been completed in time to be 
included in the posted packet.  As soon as the proclamation is finalized it will be shared with the 
Council and the public prior to the meeting on July 19.   
 
National Night Out Against Crime 
 
In addition to the proclamation, another important connection between the Police Department 
and the community are the “National Night Out Against Crime” events on August 2, 2016. 
 
On that night, the Kirkland Police Department joins Kirkland neighborhoods participating in the 
33rd annual National Night Out Against Crime.  “National Night Out” is a nationwide campaign 
that promotes police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to promote safety 
and awareness in the community. Activities that neighborhoods can host include cookouts, 
flashlight walks, or contests. Neighborhoods can still register their events with the City of 
Kirkland so that the Kirkland Police and Fire Departments can visit community events between 
6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Block party fees will be waived for National Night Out events held on 
August 2nd, 2016. 
 
National Night Out gives the Police and Fire Departments a chance to get out into the 
neighborhoods to connect with our most valuable resource, the people of Kirkland. Neighbors 
are the first line of defense in ensuring that our community is safe. The eyes and ears of 
residents keep the City aware of any problems including crime and drug activity. Kirkland 
welcomes participation from every neighborhood for this important community event. 
 
To show support of National Night Out, Kirkland residents are encouraged to get with neighbors 
and friends, turn porch lights on, and come outside to take a stand against crime and build 
relationships with your neighbors and police. For National Night Out information, visit 
www.nationalnightout.org.     
 
 

http://www.nationalnightout.org/
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