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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Lorrie McKay, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
Date: June 18, 2012 
 
Subject: KING COUNTY PROPOSITION 1: CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES CENTER 

CAPITAL LEVY  
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
City Council holds a public hearing and considers adopting a resolution expressing support of 
King County Proposition No. 1, the Children and Family Services Center Capital Levy. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
On April 16, 2012 the King County Council unanimously approved Ordinance #17304 
(Attachment A), authorizing a nine-year property tax levy lid lift proposal (Proposition No. 1) 
to go before the voters in an August 2012 Special Election to raise revenue for the construction 
of a new Youth Services Center (Juvenile Court). Under the proposal, the facility would be 
renamed the Children and Family Justice Center. 
 
In 2010, King County placed a criminal justice sales tax measure on the November ballot that 
included money to rebuild this facility as well as funding other criminal justice programs.  The 
Kirkland City Council voted to support that ballot measure by adopting Resolution R-4838 
(Attachment B) on October 5, 2010.  The 2010 ballot measure was not passed by the voters.  
King County’s new measure is focused only on the replacement of the Youth Services Center.    
 
The Youth Services Center is the County’s central facility which includes courtrooms, offices, 
classrooms and a detention center. This facility serves all of King County residents, including 
those in the City of Kirkland.  The facility serves cases involving children from, such as juvenile 
offender cases, child abandonment, abuse and neglect cases, truancy, foster care transition and 
cases involving runaways.  At the facility, court officers decide whether a child should be 
removed from their home or whether a minor should be detained for committing an offense. 
The Center provides support for families navigating the juvenile justice system. The current 
facility is overcrowded, rundown and suffers from increasing maintenance issues.  Five judges 
and two commissioners at the juvenile court handle 3,700 cases a year in the facility.  The 
annual average daily population in the facility is approximately 70 individuals. Levy revenue 
would not pay for operational costs. 
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King County’s Proposition No. 1 will be placed on the August 7, 2012 primary ballot and asks 
voters to approve or reject a nine-year property tax levy lid lift of seven cents per $1,000 of 
assessed value, which would raise approximately $210 million for construction of the Children 
and Family Justice Center. The measure needs a simple majority to pass. 
 
The levy would cost the owner of a home in King County, valued at $350,000, about $25 per 
year collected from this property tax beginning in 2013. Increases in the following eight years 
would be subject to the limitations in chapter 84.55 RCW. Based on the City’s 2012 assessed 
valuation, Kirkland residents would contribute approximately $1 million in property taxes in the 
first year of this levy. 
 
If passed, the revenue would be used to replace the three buildings on site — the Alder Tower, 
Alder Wing, and Youth Detention Facility — and parking facilities located at 12th and Alder in 
Seattle’s Central District. The County's plan includes selling three acres of the 9.5-acre campus 
to developers and using an estimated $16 million in proceeds to offset construction costs. 
County officials hope for 425 residential units and a zoning change that would allow buildings 
up to 85 feet tall. 
 
 
 
PROPOSITION 1, AUGUST 2012 SPECIAL ELECTION BALLOT LANGUAGE: 
 
The ballot title is as follows: 

The King County council passed Ordinance No. 17304 concerning a replacement facility 
for juvenile justice and family law services. This proposition would authorize King County 
to levy an additional property tax for nine years to fund capital costs to replace the 
Children and Family Justice Center, which serves the justice needs of children and 
families. It would authorize King County to levy an additional regular property tax of 
$0.07 per $1,000 of assessed valuation for collection in 2013. Increases in the following 
eight years would be subject to the limitations in chapter 84.55 RCW, all as provided in 
Ordinance No. 17304. Should this proposition be: 
 

[ ] Approved  
 

[ ] Rejected 
 
 
COUNCIL ACTION:   
 
Under RCW 42.17.130, the Council may vote on a resolution to support or oppose a ballot 
proposition “so long as (a) any required notice of the meeting includes the title and number of 
the ballot proposition, and (b) members of the legislative body or members of the public are 
afforded an approximately equal opportunity for the expression of any opposing view;…” 
 
The Council requested that staff bring a resolution of support for the facility measure back to 
the Council for consideration (Attachment C). Therefore there is no draft resolution opposing 
the ballot measure.  At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Council may choose to pass the 
resolution as it is, amend it and pass it, or take no action. 
 
Attachment A – King County Ordinance #17304 
Attachment B – Resolution R-4838 
Attachment C – Resolution supporting King County’s Proposition 1. 
 



ATTACHMENT A

















"

RESOLUTION R-4838

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND STATING THE CITY

COUNCIL'S SUPPORT FOR PROPOSITION NO. 1, SALES AND USE TAX FOR CRIMINAL

JUSTICE, FIRE PROTECTION, AND OTHER GOVERNMENT PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, on November 2, 2010, voters in King County will decide whether to

approve a sales and use tax for criminal justice, fire protection, and other government

services; and

WHEREAS, this proposition would authorize King County to impose an additional

sales and use tax of 0.2%, split between the County (60%) and cities (40%); and

WHEREAS, at least one-third of all tax proceeds shall be used for criminal justice,

fire protection purposes or both; and

WHEREAS, Proposition No. i is needed to preserve a strong County-wide

criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kirkfand would receive a share of the tax proceeds which

could be used for criminal justice purposes, fire protection purpose, or other general City

purposes; and

WHEREAS, a safe community is an important part of the quality of life enjoyed

by Kirkland residents; and

WHEREAS pursuant to State law, RCW 42.17.130, the City Council of Kirkland

desires to show its support for Proposition No. 1;

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Kirkland as
follows:

Section 1: The City Council supports Proposition No. 1, Sales and Use Tax for

Criminal Justice, Fire Protection, and Other Government Purposes.

Section 2: The City Council urges Kirkland voters to vote yes on Proposition No.

1.

Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting this 5th
day Of October , 2010.

Signed in authentication thereof this 5th day of October , 2010.

MAYOR
Attest:

City clerk
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RESOLUTION R-4928 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
STATING THE CITY COUNCIL’S SUPPORT FOR KING COUNTY 
PROPOSITION NO. 1, THE CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES CENTER 
CAPITAL LEVY. 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 7, 2012, voters in the City of Kirkland will 
decide, in a Special Election, whether to approve Proposition No. 1, the 
King County Children and Family Services Center Capital Levy; and  

 
 WHEREAS, King County provides many regional juvenile justice 
functions for Kirkland and all cities within the County, including the 
care and custody of youth who are detained in the juvenile detention 
facility, the provision of prosecution and indigent defense services for 
juvenile offenders, and court services for juvenile offender cases, as 
well as child abandonment, abuse and neglect cases, truancy, and 
cases involving runaways, and At Risk Youth; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the existing King County Youth Service Center in 
downtown Seattle is in a state of disrepair and is in need of 
replacement to ensure the provision of continuing balanced and 
restorative justice services for King County children and families 
including those in the City of Kirkland; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to provide funding for construction of a 
new Children and Family Justice Center the Metropolitan King County 
Council unanimously adopted Ordinance No. 17304, authorizing a nine-
year property levy lid lift proposal of seven cents per $1,000 of 
assessed value to raise approximately $210 million for construction; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, if approved, the property tax levy would raise 
approximately $210 million for construction of the Children and Family 
Justice Center on the current site of the Youth Service Center; and  

 
WHEREAS, the investment in a top-quality regional facility that 

provides support for families navigating the juvenile justice system is 
important to public safety services and the needs of all of the residents 
of King County, including the City of Kirkland; and  

 
 WHEREAS pursuant to State law, RCW 42.17.130, the City 
Council of Kirkland desires to show its support for King County 
Proposition No. 1, the Children and Family Services Center Capital 
Levy; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
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                                                                            R-4928 

 

 
 Section 1: The City Council hereby supports King County 
Proposition No. 1, the Children and Family Services Capital Levy. 
 

Section 2: The City Council hereby urges Kirkland voters to 
support the Children and Family Services Center Capital Levy measure 
to ensure continued quality family and juvenile justice services to the 
benefit of the region and community.  
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of __________, 2012. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of __________, 
2012.  
 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    MAYOR 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 
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