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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Dave Snider, P.E., Capital Projects Manager 
 Pam Bissonnette, Interim Public Works Director 
  
Date: June 6, 2013 
 
Subject: 7th & 8th Avenue W. Alley Sewermain Replacement Project – Award Contract 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that City Council awards the 7th & 8th Avenue W. Alley Sewermain 
Replacement Project to Kamins Construction of Bothell, WA, in the amount of $148,588.93. 
 
 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: 
 
The 7th & 8th Avenue W. Alley Sewermain Project will replace an aging 6-inch concrete sewer 
main with new 8-inch poly-vinyl chloride (PVC) main line, together with the replacement of 2 
new shallow manholes within the Market Neighborhood (Attachment A).   The work will take 
place along the full length of the alley between 7th and 8th Avenues West, and will include an 
asphalt overlay to match existing driveway elevations and improve surface water drainage in 
the alley.  The existing residential sewer connections will also be replaced up to the right-of-
way line, complete with new sewer clean-out connections. 
 
Sewers built in the Market Neighborhood are some of the original ones built in the City, dating 
back as far as 1941. The age and shallow slope of the main line within the alley between 7th 
Avenue W and 8th Avenue W has resulted in blockages that require more frequent and costly 
ongoing maintenance.  Additionally, sections of this pipe are cracked or have separated 
resulting in the potential for sewage to leak into the surrounding soils.  The replacement of 
this sewer main will result in a more reliable sewer system, with fewer blockages, minimized 
potential for leakage, and less maintenance. 
 
With an engineer’s estimate of $178,000, the Project was advertised for contractor bids on 
May 8.  The bid opening was held on May 23, 2013 with five contractor bids received, as 
follows:    
 
 

Contractor  Total Bid  
Kamins Construction $148,588.93 
R.L. Alia Company $151,055.25 
West Coast Construction Company, Inc. $154,066.50 
Laser Underground & Earthwork, Inc. $169,818.08 
Buno Construction, LLC $171,871.20 
Engineers Estimate $177,964.88 

 

Council Meeting:  06/18/2013 
Agenda:  Award of Bids 
Item #:   7. e. (2).
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The bid price recommended for award is within the project’s construction budget of $238,500. 
Also, as a result of bid prices of the three lowest bidders coming in at 15 to 20% below the 
Engineer’s Estimate, the Project shows a significant contingency.  By applying a standard 20% 
construction contingency for small to mid-sized utility projects, the Project’s overall budget is 
sufficient to return nearly $86,000 to the original Utility funding source at this time 
(Attachment B).  Any funds remaining at the end of the construction phase will also be 
returned to the Utility.    
 
With an award of the contract by City Council at their June 18 meeting, construction will begin 
in July with substantial completion expected in August, 2013.  In advance of construction, 
Public Works staff will send a construction informational mailer to nearby residents providing 
Project timelines and pertinent contact information.  Staff has also scheduled an on-site 
meeting for the residents who will be directly impacted by the construction activities within the 
alley behind their homes. 
 
Attachment A: Vicinity Map 
Attachment B: Project Budget Report 
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