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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Ellen Miller-Wolfe, Economic Development Manager  
 
Date: June 6, 2014 
 
Subject: Spirit of Washington 9-11 Sculpture Update  
 
Recommendation  
For the City Council to accept the results of the broad-based public survey concerning the 9-11 
memorial sculpture entitled ‘Spirit of Washington’, to acknowledge that the proponent Maureen 
Baskin has chosen not to go forward with a proposal to acquire the sculpture for Kirkland, and 
to support Ms. Baskin’s decision not to apply for the memorial sculpture.  If the Council concurs 
with the recommendation, the $13,500 in allocated funds for the acquisition and installation of 
the sculpture would be returned to the Council Special Projects Reserve.  
 
Background 
At its May 21st meeting, the City Council approved the recommendation that Maureen Baskin, 
Kirkland resident and proponent of acquiring the Spirit of Washington sculpture which 
memorializes 9-11, to move forward on submitting an application to the Spirit of Washington 
Foundation for acquisition. The Council also approved funding totaling $13,500 for acquisition 
and siting. And, in addition, the Council requested that staff do a broad-based public outreach 
to determine citizen response to the proposal.  Staff implemented an online survey that ran 
from May 28 to June 6 that solicited input from the public on the sculpture, as well as whether 
a 9-11 commemorative sculpture should be entertained for Kirkland and whether it should be 
commissioned. Of the 599 total responses received, the results were as follows: 
 
The results of the survey were as follows:   

 Question #1, “Would you support a memorial in Kirkland commemorating the 9-11 
event?” Of 593 respondents, 74.2% voted no, and 25.8% voted yes. 

 Question #2, “Would you support the City commissioning or purchasing public art 
commemorating the “9/11” event?” Of 592 respondents 79.2% voted no, and 20.8% 
voted yes. 

 Question #3, “Do you support the City’s purchase of the Spirit of America “9/11” 
Memorial sculpture?” Of 593 respondents, 83.5% voted no and 16.5% voted yes. 

 
The survey also included a text box that allowed respondents to express comments and 
suggestions to the City Council.  Below is a summary of the responses to the open question: 
   

1. A large number of respondents expressed a preference for spending the money on 
something other than the sculpture. Those responses mentioned needed repairs, 
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infrastructure, the Cross Kirkland Corridor, and parks as better uses of the money. A 
small number suggested that private money should be used to purchase the art. 

2. Another large number of responses questioned the relevancy of the sculpture to 
Kirkland. Many of these respondents felt that the actual locations of the events were 
more appropriate for commemorative gestures, and that art that incorporated local 
themes, local heroes and local artists was more appropriate for Kirkland. 

 
3. The third subject receiving substantial comment was the art itself.  There were 

responses from those who did not like the art. Some did not like the rendering of the 
art, did not want another figurative bronze, or thought the art was unattractive. Others 
objected to the subject matter and expressed preferences for art that is more 
celebratory (not tragic), and inspirational. World peace was an example a number of 
people gave.   

 
4. Those responses that supported the purchase of the art liked it, liked that it represented 

sacrifices and honored heroes, and thought it was a great addition to the collection.  
 

5. Finally, regarding the site, those who commented did not favor the Juanita location, in 
part because it was a recreational, children-oriented, generally happy environment that 
they thought was not consistent with the art. Several felt the art would be better sited 
downtown.  
 

Full survey results and individual comments received can be made available if anyone wishes to 
see the detailed information.  
 
Council Direction  
 
Maureen Baskin was the citizen advocate who brought the opportunity to purchase the 
memorial sculpture to Kirkland.  The initial Council action authorized funding to acquire and site 
the sculpture, and authorized staff to support the application efforts of Ms. Baskin to secure the 
sculpture.  As previously mentioned, when apprised of the survey results, Ms. Baskin has 
publicly announced that she will not apply for the sculpture to be awarded to the City of 
Kirkland.  The City does not need an intermediary to apply and could make an application on its 
own.  However, based on the survey results, the staff recommendation is to concur with Ms. 
Baskin’s decision not to apply.   Unless the Council provides alternative direction on June 17th, 
the staff will not make a formal application and the $13,500 allocated for the purchase of the 
sculpture will be returned to the Council Special Projects Reserve.   
 




