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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Dave Snider, P.E., Capital Projects Manager 
 Pam Bissonnette, Interim Public Works Director 
 
Date: May 8, 2014 
 
Subject: Totem Lake Culvert Replacement Project – Accept Work  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that the City Council accepts the Totem Lake Culvert Replacement Project, 
as constructed by Scarsella Brothers, Inc. of Seattle, WA, and establishes the statutory 45-day 
lien period.   
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
The Totem Lake Culvert Replacement Project improved conveyance in the existing surface 
water drainage system from Totem Lake to the west side of I-405 by replacing the existing 
aged, deteriorated and clogged corrugated metal pipe culverts (Attachment A).  The specific 
work elements for this Project included: 

 
 Replacement of two 42-inch metal culverts with approximately 700 feet of a single 

concrete box culvert,  
 Relocation of a WSDOT traffic signal in conflict with the new culvert alignment including 

the placement of a temporary signal for use during the construction period, 
 The cleaning and inspection of 300 feet of existing 72-inch culvert, and  
 Sediment and invasive vegetation removal within an existing section of open drainage 

channel along the eastern right-of-way limits of Totem Lake Boulevard. 
 
At their regular meeting on April 2, 2013, City Council awarded the contract for this Project to 
Scarsella Brothers, Inc., in the amount of $2,419,552.52.  The work began May 13 and was 
complete on December 13, 2013.  The total of all payments made to the Contractor was 
$2,440,831.51, including three change orders.  The change orders were issued to resolve utility 
conflicts on the existing storm drainage system within the city’s easement area for the Totem 
Lake Mall parking lot, the lowering of unit price for asphalt pavement due to increased field 
quantities, and the abandonment of an existing old 60-inch squashed pipe determined obsolete 
after the construction of the subject Project improvements. 
 
With current total Project expenses of $4,016,019 and an approved budget of $4,175,000, there 
currently is an estimated budget surplus of nearly $159,000 (Attachment B).   At final Project 
close-out all remaining funds will be returned to Surface Water Transportation Reserves.   
 
Attachment A – Vicinity Map 
Attachment B – PBR 

Council Meeting:  05/20/2014 
Agenda:  Establishing Lien Period 
Item #:   8. f. (1).
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