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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 

 
From: Lorrie McKay, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 

Date: April 27, 2015 
 

Subject: 2015 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE #8 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Council should receive its eighth update on the 2015 legislative session.  
 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
This memo reflects an update of the City’s top legislative interests as of April 27. Completing its final 
week of the 105-day 2015 regular state legislative session, lawmakers were in a stalemate over the 
biennial budget and they officially concluded (sine die) two days early on April 24.  Even before Sine Die 
however, Governor Inslee issued a proclamation (Attachment A) on April 23 that convenes a special 
legislative session, beginning Wednesday, April 29 in order for lawmakers to complete their work on the 
biennial budgets and related matters (operating, capital and new-law transportation package) They are 
not limited, however, to these items and can take up other policy matters as they choose.  By law, 
special sessions of the legislature can only run for 30 consecutive days. So, this special session could go 
until May 28th. If they do not complete their work, a second special session is likely to convene 
immediately thereafter, which could run close to June 30th. State budgets are due by June 30th, which is 
the end of the state fiscal year.  After that point, their options without a budget are very limited, 
including government shut down.  
 
Council’s Legislative Committee 

The Council’s Legislative Committee (Mayor Walen, Councilmember Asher and Councilmember Marchione) 

meets weekly throughout the session on Friday's at 3:30pm. The Legislative Committee met on April 24.  
The attached status update of the City’s 2015 legislative priorities (Attachment B) is dated April 24.  
 
Kirkland’s 2015 legislative priorities  

1. State and local transportation revenue 
2. $75M for the I-405 / NE 132nd Interchange ramp 
3. Continued state financial assistance and other tools that further the development of the CKC 
4. Capital budget funding for multimodal safety investments 
5. Flexibility to site marijuana retail facilities and revenue sharing with cities that allow retail facilities 
6. Additional Sound Transit revenue authority and that such authority may also be used to fund trail 

development and alternative transportation along the Eastside Rail Corridor 
7. Allow both the state and local governments the option of replacing the property tax cap 

 
Early Friday, most of the City’s top priorities (five of seven) remained alive, as they are tied directly to 
budget proposals or, within legislative proposals that are deemed necessary to implement the budget or, 
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matters that affect revenue.  However, the way the legislative process works at this point, the status of 
the City’s top priorities are uncertain.   
 
As legislators officially closed the regular session on Friday evening, bills were by resolution, returned to 
the highest point that they had reached in their house of origin. Nevertheless, because each chamber has 
publicly proposed their budgets (Operating, Capital and Transportation), as the special session convenes 
on April 29, each chamber will begin negotiations from these positions where they left off. 
 
Status Summary of Five of the City’s Seven Priorities as of April 24: 
 
 

1. State and local transportation revenue - ESSB 5987 is parked in Senate Rules  
The Senate passed a revenue package (5987) and a project list (5988). The House passed 
strikers of these bills out of committee.  Among other things, both proposals include annual direct 
distributions to cities for 16 years, vehicle license fee proposals, funding for SR 520 corridor as 
well as Renton to Lynnwood I-405 corridor widening.  

 
2. $75M for the I-405 / NE 132nd Interchange ramp - ESSB 5988 is parked in Senate Rules  

While the project and its funding was not included in the Senate bill proposed, the project and 
$75 million in funding was included in the House proposed project list. 

 
3. Capital budget funding of $1,068,600 at NE 52nd Street - EHB 1115 in House Rules   

The House passed a capital budget, but did not include any of Kirkland’s capital budget requests.  
The Senate passed capital budget as well that did include $1,069,000 for the NE 52nd St. project. 
As the special session convenes, each chamber will begin negotiations from these positions.  
 
*NOTE* The House version of the transportation budget project list (ESSB 5988) also included 
$1,086,000 for the same NE 52nd St. In negotiations.  

 
4. Siting flexibility for marijuana retail & revenue share with cities - E2SHB 2136 is parked in House 

Rules  
The House and Senate are negotiating 2136, the revenue sharing bill, which includes Kirkland’s 
siting flexibility language.  
 
*NOTE* The legislature passed, and the Governor signed SB 5052, which reconciles the medical 
and recreational marijuana regulations.   

 
5. Additional Sound Transit revenue authority, which may also be used to fund trail development and 

alternative transportation along the Eastside Rail Corridor: ESSB 5987 is parked in Senate Rules 
(see #1 above) 

The Senate and House are negotiating as part of transportation revenue bill.  The House proposal 
does include language allowing Sound Transit to use new funding on regional trails that directly 
connect to its system. 

 
KIRKLAND’S SPECIAL SESSION FOCUS: 

The contention between legislators has been, and will continue to be, over the state operating budget 

and funding for education. The Legislature was held in contempt by the State Supreme Court last year for 

failing to fully fund education funding as required by the Constitution.  
 

All of Kirkland’s remaining priorities are in play and our focus of special session will be to urge lawmakers 
to adopt them as they finalize all three budgets and related legislation, such as marijuana revenue 

sharing.  
 
 

Attachments:   
A. Governor’s Special Session Proclamation 

B. Status update on Kirkland’s 2015 Legislative Priorities (4-24-15) 



 
 
 

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR 
15-08 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Article II, Section 12 (Amendment 68) of the Washington State 
Constitution, the Legislature adjourned its 2015 regular session on April 24, 2015, the 103th day of 
the session; and 
 
WHEREAS, work remains to be done with respect to the 20l5-2017 biennial operating and capital 
budgets and bills necessary to implement those budgets; and 
 
WHEREAS, work remains to be done with respect to the 2015-2017 biennial transportation budget 
and bills necessary to implement that budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, work remains to be done with respect to critical policy bills that need to be acted upon 
by the Legislature; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Speaker of the House, House Minority Leader, Senate Republican Leader, and 
Senate Democratic Leader, working together with the Governor may agree upon additional matters 
that are necessary for the Legislature to address; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jay Inslee, Governor of the state of Washington, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by Article II, Section 12 (Amendment 68) and Article III, Section 7 of the 
Washington State Constitution, do hereby convene the Washington State Legislature in Special 
Session in the Capitol at Olympia on Wednesday, April 29, 2015, at 1200 p.m. for the purpose of 
enacting legislation as described above. 
 
Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of Washington this 24th day of April, A.D. 
Two-thousand and Fifteen at Olympia, Washington. 
 

By: 
 
 /s/     
Jay Inslee, Governor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 
 /s/    
Secretary of State 

Attachment A



2015 Legislative Priorities and Status – City of Kirkland 

Updated: April 24, 2015 

 

Attachment B 

Legislative Priority Bill # Prime 

Sponsor 

Status 

State Transportation Revenue Package 
5987 

5988 
5989 

 

5990 

5991 
5992 

5993 

5994 

5995 
5996 

5997 
 

SB 5987 
 

 
SB 5988 

Sen. King 
 

 
Sen. King 

3/2 – Passed Senate: yeas, 27; nays, 22; absent, 0; excused, 0. 
4/20 – House Striker to Rules 2 Review 

 

3/2 – Passed Senate: yeas, 41; nays, 8; absent, 0; excused, 0. 
4/17 – House Striker referred to Rules 2 Review 

 NE 132nd St. Ramps at $75M and NE 52 St. Sidewalk 
project funding included at $1.86M in House proposed 

Transpo Pkg 

 

Local Transportation Revenue    TBD – included in both: Senate $20 to $40 (only after $20 
for two years) House $20 to $50 (only after $20 for two years) 
 Fuel Tax / Direct Distributions to Counties and Cities both: 
Senate at $375M split 37% / 63%. House $433M split 50% / 50%. 
  

$75M for the next phase of the I-405 / NE 132nd Interchange ramp 

 

  4/17 – Included in House striker 5988, referred to Rules 2 Review 

Continued state financial assistance and other tools that further the 
development of the Cross Kirkland Corridor (CKC) 

 

   
3/4 – ERC/CKC/RCC lunch-time open-house held in Olympia 
 
 

Capital budget funding for multimodal safety investments 
 Juanita Dr. Multimodal Safety Investments: $1,021,000 

 CKC to Redmond Central Connector: $750,000 

 NE 52nd Street Sidewalk: $1,068,600 

 

 
HB 1115 

 
Rep. Dunshee 

 

4/2 – Passed House: yeas, 96; nays, 2; absent, 0; excused, 0. 
 Kirkland Projects NOT included in House Capital Budget 

4/14 – Passed Senate: yeas, 39; nays, 10; absent, 0; excused, 0.                      
 Includes NE 52 St. Sidewalk project funding at $1.69M  

4/24 – On concurrence calendar. Referred to House Rules 3 
 

Flexibility to help site marijuana retail facilities and marijuana 

revenue sharing with cities that allow retail facilities 

SB 6062 

 

 
HB 2136 

 

Sen. Hill  

 

 
Rep. Carlyle 

4/3 –Passed Senate: yeas, 27; nays, 22; absent, 0; excused, 0.                      
4/7 – Striker Referred to House Finance 

 

4/10 – Passed House: yeas, 67; nays, 28; absent, 0; excused, 3. 
4/24 – Heard and exec’d from Senate Ways & Means  
4/24 – Passed to Rules for 2nd reading 
 

Additional Sound Transit revenue authority and that such authority 
may also be used to fund trail development and alternative 
transportation along the Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 

 
SB 5987 

 
Sen. King 

 

3/2 – Passed Senate: yeas, 27; nays, 22; absent, 0; excused, 0. 
4/20 – House Striker to Rules 2 Review 

 Authorizes $15B 

 Includes language allowance to fund trail dev & alt trans 
 

Allow both the state and local governments the option of replacing 

the property tax cap 

   

 


	10a_Staff Memo
	10a_Attach A
	10a_Attach B



