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MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: April 19, 2012 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Paul Stewart, Deputy Planning Director 
 Eric Shields, Planning Director 
 
Subject: Adoption of the 2012-2014 Planning Work Program (File No. 

MIS12-0008) 
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends the City Council approve the attached resolution adopting the 2012-
2014 Planning Work Program (Exhibit A). 
 
Background 
The City Council and the Planning Commission met at a joint meeting on April 3, 2012 to 
review the proposed 2012-2014 as recommended by the Planning Commission.  The 
Council continued the discussion to the April 17 study session and provided direction to 
staff on the tasks, schedule and priorities for the work program.  The work program has 
been revised to reflect that direction as noted below. 
 
Private Amendment Requests (PAR’s) 
The Council agreed to move forward with the Howard (1.2) and MRM (1.3) tasks with 
the understanding that the decision to proceed was simply to develop options to bring 
back to the Council and was not a decision to grant specific changes.  The Council also 
discussed possible funding from the applicant for the staff time necessary to complete 
the tasks.  Under the current adopted fee structure, PAR applicants are charged an 
initial fee of $319 to submit an application.  Following a determination by the Council 
that the PAR should be studied, the applicant is charged an additional $319.  Both the 
Howard and MRM would be required to pay this fee to continue. 
 
In the case of MRM, it may require significant staff time and environmental review 
(SEPA).  If an EIS is required staff would recommend that at a minimum the applicant 
pay for any appropriate expenses for consulting services necessary to prepare the EIS. 
 
The Council also received a letter from Associated Earth Sciences requesting the Council 
consider establishing no density limits on their property in PLA 5C (see attached letter – 
Attachment 1).  Typically this request would normally follow a PAR application process 
and be considered under the threshold review process.  In response to the letter, the 
Council agreed to study this request as part of this year’s work program.  Staff would 
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recommend that the applicant complete the PAR application form and submit the 
appropriate fees.  This has been added to the work program as Task 1.4. 
 
Additional Work Program Items 
The Council agreed to the following revisions: 
 
 The Council agreed to revisit the ground floor commercial uses in the CBD.  This 

would be incorporated into Phase II of the Commercial Codes project (Task 3.2) 
in the latter part of 2012 and the schedule has been slightly revised. 

 
 Totem Lake Plan (new Task 3.5) – The Council agreed to undertake a 

comprehensive update to the Totem Lake Neighborhood Plan.  This will begin in 
mid-summer and will carry over to 2013.  It may involve further traffic and 
environmental analysis. 

 
 Neighborhood Plan Assessment (Task 4.1) – While not assigned a specific target 

date or priority, the Council agreed that the Planning Commission can continue 
to discuss alternative approaches as time permits and possibly prior to or as part 
of the GMA Comprehensive Plan update. 

 
 Houghton/Everest Business District (Task 4.2) – The Council agreed that this 

could be undertaken in 2013 following completion of the work on the PAR’s. 
 
 Single Room Occupancy Standards or SRO’s – The Council received a request 

from Robert Pantley to consider zoning standards – particularly parking – for 
SRO development.  This issue has been incorporated into Task 5.1 – 
Miscellaneous Code Amendments - and the 2012 schedule has been slightly 
extended. 

 
 Traffic Impact Standards (Task 5.2) – The Council agreed to this task and 

requested the Transportation Commission be consulted on this effort. 
 
Three tasks were removed from the draft work program as a result of the revisions 
noted above.  These include tasks involving the Finn Hill Business District, the Bridle 
Trails Business District or other sub-area plans.  The Council also deferred work on 
Collective Gardens (5.3).  This shows up on the work program as a placeholder due to 
the moratorium currently in effect.  There was interest is looking at the sign regulations 
as some point.  This has also been added on the work program as a placeholder to be 
considered at a future date (Task 5.4). 
 
Staff also incorporated work on the Cross Kirkland Corridor (Task 4.3) since a corridor 
planning effort will be underway in 2012 involving planning staff. 
 



ATTACHMENT 1



RESOLUTION R-4919 
 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND ADOPTING THE 
2012–2014 PLANNING WORK PROGRAM. 
 

WHEREAS, the Kirkland City Council and the Kirkland Planning Commission met at a 
joint meeting on April 3, 2012 to discuss the proposed Planning Work Program tasks and 
to set priorities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Kirkland City Council has adopted a 2012 City Work Program that 

focuses on the Goal of Economic Development as one of the top City priorities and 
evaluated the Planning Work Program with this priority as the framework; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Kirkland City Council reviewed the planning work program at the April 

19, 2012 study session and provided direction to staff for revisions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Kirkland City Council reviewed the revised work program at the May 
1, 2012 regular meeting; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Kirkland as 
follows: 

 
Section 1.  The 2012-2014 Planning Work Program for the City of Kirkland, attached 

hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby adopted. 
 

Section 2.  This adopted Planning Work Program shall be generally used by the City 
staff and Planning Commission in scheduling work tasks and meeting and hearing 
calendars. 

 
Section 3.  A copy of this resolution shall be distributed to the Planning Commission, 

Parks Board, Transportation Commission, Design Review Board, Neighborhood 
Associations, the Chamber of Commerce and Houghton Community Council. 

 
Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting this ____ day of 

____, 2012. 
 

 Signed in authentication thereof this _____ day of May, 2012. 
 
 
 
   
 Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
  
City Clerk 
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ADOPTED 2012 – 2014 PLANNING WORK PROGRAM:  LONG RANGE TASKS  Adopted May 1, 2012 

    2012 
         2013 

  2014   

                        
TASK  PROJECT 

MANAGER 
2012 
STAFF  

J F M A M J J A S O N D 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

POLICIES, PLANS & REGULATIONS                       
1.0 2012 Comp Plan & PAR’s   1.1FTE                     
 1.1  Annual Comp Plan Update Brill                      
 1.2  Howard PAR                       
 1.3  MRM PAR Ruggeri                      
 1.4  Assoc. Earth Sciences PAR Ruggeri                      
                        
2.0 GMA Comp Plan Update                       
 2.1  Community Profile                       
 2.2  LU Capacity Analysis                       
 2.3  Scoping & Visioning                       
 2.4  SEPA/EIS                       
 2.5  Plan Update Work                       
                        
3.0 Economic Development  1.0 FTE                     
3.1  Totem Lake Amendments Collins                      
3.2  Commercial Codes McMahan                      
3.3  Totem Lake TDR Analysis/ILA Collins                      
3.4  Infrastructure Financing Tools Finance/Wolfe                      
3.5  Totem Lake Plan Update Collins                      
                        
4.0 Subarea Plans  1.0 FTE                     
4.1  Neighborhood Plan Assessment                       
4.2  Houghton/Everest Bus Dist                       
4.3  Cross Kirkland Corridor                       
                        
5.0 Misc. Code Amendments  .5  FTE                     
 5.1  Misc. Code Amendments Brill                      
 5.2  Traffic Impact Standards Swan/Godfrey                      
 5.3  Collective Gardens                       
 5.4  Sign Regulations                       
                        
6.0 Housing Nelson/ARCH  .2 FTE                     
 6.1  Housing Preservation                       
 6.2  Affordable Housing Strategies                       
                        
7.0 Natural Env./Sustainability   .9 FTE                     
 7.1  LID/Green Codes & Programs Barnes                      
 7.2  Urban Forestry/Mgmt Plan Powers                      
 7.3  Critical Area Regulations                       
 7.4  Green Team Barnes/Stewart                      
                        
8.0 Database Management Goble .1 FTE                     
9.0 Regional Coordination Shields .1 FTE                     
                        
 Planning Commission Tasks             
 Other Tasks             
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