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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Brenda Cooper, CIO; Xiaoning Jiang, GIS Administrator 
 
Date: April 8th, 2011 
 
Subject: GIS Browser Demonstration for City Council 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
City Council watch a short demo and training session (about ten minutes) using the new GIS 
browser.  Council who are interested in doing so are welcome to attend a scheduled in-depth 
class in the future or to request a private training session.  Council who desire to follow the 
training on their computers may be able to do so from the dais. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
 
The City’s Geographic Information Systems (GIS) division in the Information Technology 
Department has been working hard to implement a new user-friendly browser that allows city 
staff easy access to mapping data both inside of the current limits of the city and in the 
annexation area.  Detailed information about the new features was provided in a recent council 
reading file memo, and GIS staff are looking forward to showing the technology to Council.   
 
Note that because the browser includes utility and other sensitive data, this tool is only directly 
accessible from inside the city network.  It is also often referred to on the counter kiosks in the 
permitting process when staff is working with customers.  There will be a new publicly 
accessible GIS browser available later this spring.    

The new GIS browser adds new functionality and enhancements to meet a wide variety of user 
business needs.   Staff would like to briefly demonstrate for the City Council some of the 
browser’s features:  

1.      Accessing and navigating around the new GIS browser 

Popular data layers include aerial photos, property information, streets, addresses, schools, 
parks, zoning designations, oblique aerial photography, non-motorized transportation 
information, and regional utility data from the Northshore Utility District and Redmond. 
Spatial bookmarks are included so users can instantly zoom to each neighborhood. More 
information or data layers appear as users zoom, and they can easily turn data layers on/off 
to customize what is shown on the map. The new GIS browser navigation is similar to 
Google or Bing. 
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2.      Searching property records in the new GIS browser 

The standard search tool provides three different search methods: by property identification 
number, by individual address, and by commonly used place name. Search criteria can be 
used to center the map on specific sites. It is easy to visualize property and access details 
such as owner’s name, assessment information, district and neighborhood designations, 
sensitive area features, etc.  The new GIS browser can also be used to create a summary 
report of this information for internal use or in response to a public inquiry. 

The new GIS browser was designed to enhance productivity, streamline many city workflows, 
and improve service to the public.  It is a state-of-the-art technology platform that conveniently 
accesses huge volumes of data (GIS, maintenance work orders, engineering drawings, city 
resolutions and ordinances, mailing lists, etc.).  

 
 




